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Tranflated from the Frexcu of 


M. DE MAUPERTUIS. 


From the MONTHLY REVIEW. 


To the Autuors of the Montuiy Review. 


GENTLEMEN, 


INCE you were pleafed to give a place 
to my firft letter, in your Supplement to 
the Reviews of the paft year, I am encou- 
raged to proceed in my abfta&s of fuch fo- 
reign books as may deferve the attention of 
your readers. 

- I have lately met with nothing more re- 
markable than a {mall Pamphlet, bearing this 
title— Elge de Monfieur de MontEsquir ov, 
par M. de Mavrertuis, Hambourg. 12mo. 


It has always been the laudible cuitom of 
Az 
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the French academicians, to celebrate their 
deceafed Members in an eloge, or panegy- 
ric; and in this they areimitated by the royal 
academy at Berlin; to which the great Mon- 
TESQUIEU belonged. I need not inform you, 
that M. Maupertuis is the prefident of that 
academy ; nor are you unacquainted with his 
fame in the mathematical world. If your 
readers, fuch of them, I mean, as underftand 
the French language, are inclined to fee fe- 
veral excellent orations of this kind, I will 
recommend to them, thofe of M. de Fonte- 
nelle, which are printed with the reft of his 
works. 

As the moft minute intelligence concerning 
the lives or writings of great men, will always 
engage the attention of the Literati, fo there 
are, doubtlefs, many of your readers who 
will not be difpleafed with me for extending 
my account of this little volume, beyond the 
limits which, to fome, it may feem to require. 

Our author thus begins his oration.“ It 
is not, fays he, the cuftom of this academy, 
to lament the death of her foreign members 


in a particular panegyric: this would be, in ' 


t 
e 
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fome meaftire, to invade the rights of thofé 
nations to which they more immediately be- 
longed. But there are men fo much fuperior 
to the reft of mankind, that no ove nation has 
a better claim to them’than ansther ; as they 
Jeem to be given to the whole UNIVERSE. 
We, then, claim our right in common with 
the reft of the world. l 

_ Ifany thing could prevent our attempting 
the praifes of M. de MonTEsQuiey, it would 
be, the greatnefs of the fubjea, and the con- 
{cioufnefs of our own infufficiency. . Every 
other academy, however, that was honoured 
with his name, will not fail to do juftice to his 
memory, and they may more happily acquit 
themfelves of the tafk, than we hall. But itis 
impoflible to fpeak too much, or in too many 
places, of a man, who was fo great an honour 
to fcience, and to humanity; nor can we too 
often prefent the image of a MONTESQUIEU, 
in an age, when men of letters feem fo regard- 
lefs of morals; in ah age, when they have 
endeavoured to perfuade mankind, with but 
too much fuccefs, that the virtues of the mind 


and of the hear tare incompatible. Let them 
A 3 
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caft their eyes on the character of MonTeEs- 
Quieu. When they find fo many virtues u- 
nited ina man, whofe underftanding was both 
fublime and juft; when they find a man of 
his penetration to have been a ftri&ly moral 
man, they will then, perhaps, be convinced, 
that vice is the natural effec of an imperfe& 
underftanding. 

M. Montesquieu was born in the year 
1689, in the Chateau de la Brede, within 
three leagues of Bourdeaux, ofan ancient and 
noble family. He applied himfelf, almoft 
from his infancy, to the ftudy of civil law. 
The firft produc of his early genius was, a 
work, in which he undertook to prove, that 
the idolatry of moft part of the pagans did 
not deferve eternal punifhment. But this 
book his prudence thought fit to fupprefs. In 
1714 he was made counfellor of the parlia- 
ment of Bourdeaux; and in 1716 prefident 
à mortier. In this year he was alfo created 
member of the new founded academy of the 
fame city. In 1725 he opened the parliament 
with a fpeech, the depth and eloquence of 
which were convincing proofs of his great 
abilities as an orator. The year following 
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he quitted: his charge; which, in fo excellent 
a magiftrate, would have been inexcufable, 
if, in ceafing to execute the law, he had not 
put -it in his power to render the law itfelf 
more perfec. 
- Ino1728 he offered himfelf a candidate 
for afeat in the Academie Francois; to which 
his Letrres Persannes (publifhed in 
1721) feemed to give him a fufficient title : 
yet fome, rather too bold, ftrokes in that 
work, together with the great circumfpection 
of that fociety, rendered the matter dubious, 
Cardinal Fleury, alarmed with what he had 
heard concerning thefe letters, wrote, to let 
the academy know, that the king would not 
have them admit the author,unléfshe thought 
proper to difavow the book. M. Montes- 
quitu declared that he had never owned 
himfelf to be the author of it; but that he 
fhould never difavow it. The Cardinal read 
the Lettres Perfannes, found. them more 
agreeable than dangerous, and MONTESQUIEU 
was admitted. l 
Our orator proceeds to give us a fhort ac- 
count of M. MonTtEśQUuIEU’s travels. When 


he left France, he accompanied his intimate 
Aa 
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friend, Lord Waldegrave, in his émbafly to 
Vienna; and after feeing alfo Hungary, Italy, 
Switzerland, and Holland, he ended his tour 
in Great-Britain; where, meditating upon the 
fprings of that government, in, which, -fays 
M. Maupertuis, fo many, feemingly, incon- 
gruous advantages are united, he ‘found all 
the materials that were wanting to complete 
the great works which lay wrapt in his ima- 
gination. 


f 


No fooner was he returned to France, Stay 
he retired to La Brede: where, for the {pace 
of two whole years, feeing nothing but books 
and trees, he wrote his Confiderations on the 
caufes of the grandeur and decline of the Roman 
Enpire, which was publifhed in 1733. Fo 
this work he defigned to have added a book 
on the Englifh government; but this moft 
excellent trea atife has fince found;a mote 
proper | place in his: Li/prit des, Loix, with 
which he obliged the, world in the year 1748: 
The preceding works.of MiimonTEsQuieu 
may be regarded as fo many fteps leading up 
to this great temple, which he erected to the 
felicity. of mankind. How happy was it, 
that a man of his enlightened underftanding 
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applied himfelf folely to the ftudy of that 
fcience, which is, of all others, the moft 
wleful ! His Lettres Perfannes have, no 
doubt, been frequently miliaken for books 
of mere amufement; but an intelligent reader 
will fee them in a very different light. Some 
parts of them, indeed, are, perhaps, not wrote 
with fo much caution as might have been 
wifhed. The fofter paflions are generally 
painted in colours rather too lively: but vices 
and follies are expofed, in fuch a manner, as 
to afford matter of fpeculation and entertain- 
ment to thofe of the moft philofophic turn. 
The ftyle of thefe letters is laconic, pure, and 
brilliant; in which the chief merit of books 
may not, indeed, properly confiit; yet, it is 
to thefe ornaments they generally owe their 
{uccefs. In fhort, never was there fo much 
wildom expreffed in fo agreeable a manner, 
nor fo much good fenfe condenfed into fo few 
words, 

After having fhewn, continues our en- 
comiaft, the effe& of the human paifions in 
the breaft of one man, he then proceeded to 
confider mankind in the affembiage; and 
chofe, for his peculiar object, the Roman 
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nation, as the moft confpicuous. Ifit bea 
difficult thing, to trace the effeéts of our 
paflions in an Individual, how much more fo 
muft it not be, to mark out thofe of a whole 
People! Human fenfe, to what extended 
degree foever it may be poffeffed, will, 
without experience, be found unequal to the 
tafk. There is required a perfe& acquaintance 
with fa&s; ‘that laborioufly-acquired know- 
_lege, which is fo rarely united to a fublime 
genius! M. Monresquiev’s reflections upon 
this fubje&, are evidently the refult of a 
continued and complete ftudy of hiftory. It 
is from an exact feries of events that he draws 
confequences the moft juft. Thefe Refedi- 
ons, etc. fo full of profound reafoning, may 
be confidered as an abrigement of the Roman 
hiftory, capable of fupplying what is wanting 
in Tacitus himfelf. 

Thefe works, fays Mr. Maupertuis, natu- 
rally Jed our author to a third, and much 
more important one; namely, his Traité de 
L’Efprit des Los. Amongft the many 
different forms of government which exift, 
there are three principal ones, diftinguifhed 
from the reft; ‘Democracy, where the power 
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is equally diftributed to every member of the 
community; Monarchy, where the power ts 
centered in one perfon, but fubje& to the 
guidance and regulation of certain laws; and 
Defpotifin, where all the power is united in 
one individual, without laws or limitation, 
Each of thefe kinds of government haye a 
peculiar principle or fpring upon which the 
{tate may be faid to move. That of a de- 
mocracy is virtwe; that of a monarchy, Ao. 
nour; and that of a defpotifm, fear. Thefe 
three motives are differently modified in 
every intermediate kind of government; but 
each of thefe will predominate in proportion 
as the government approaches towards that 
kind of which it is the {pring. From this 
fource, M. Montesquieu draws all the rules 
applicable to every kind of legiflation that 
hath exifted; folves every doubt that can 
arife, and difplays every poflible advantage 
and defe&. This fingle obfervation has 
thrown more light both upon our civil and 
political laws, than can be collected from 
many huge volumes that have been written 
upon thefe fubjects. 

From the firft page to the laft of this book, 
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the nature of M. Monresautieu’s foul is 
diftin&ly vifible; his great love of mankind, 
his defire for their happinefs, and his fenti- 
ments of liberty. His pi@ure of Afiatic 
defpotifm, of that horrid government where 
one fees but one Lord, and all the reft in 
flavery, is one of the beft prefervatives from 
fuch an evil. The fame wifdom appears fn 
his advice how to guard againft the evils that 
may arife from too extenfive an equality. 
We may confider M. Montesquieu as one 
of thofe fages who gave laws to the people; 
and this without injuring the memory of 
Solon, or of Lycurgus. If his treatife be 
not that fyftem of legiflation which would 
render mankind the moft happy, it contains, 
at leaft, all the materials of which that fyftem 
fhould be formed. - They are there, not like 
precious ftones and metals in the mines, 
mingled with grofs heterogeneous matter ; 
here all is pure, all is gold, or diamond. Tt 
were indeed to be withed that a little more 
order had been obferved in the pofition of 
thefe jewels, that none of them had fhone 
out of their places: but then it would have 
been a more perfect fyftem of legiflation, 
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than will ever be formed jei the human 
genius. , 

We confefs, fays our Orator, that M. 
MoxTEsQUIEV, in explaining the caufes of 
that variety obfervable in the manners of 
different people, in their laws, in their form 
of government, and even in their religion, 
has attributed too much to climate, degree 
of heat, air, and aliment; and that fome of 
his reafonings, on which thefe explanations 
are founded, have not the force he fuppofed. 
True it is, that thefe phyfical principles may 
be admitted to a certain degree; and it is alfo 
as true, that in having fomctimes extended 
their influence a little too far, M. Monres- 
QUIEU does,-by no means, deferve the cenfure 
which envy would have infisuated. Yet thefe 
philofophical and literary critics gave him little 
uneafinefs. Reafon was his fufficient advo- 
cate. .But there was another kind of critics, 
againft whom the voice of reafon was lefs to 
be depended on. Thefe gave him great 
nneafinefs; for he was a man who ought not 
to have been fufpected. He was threatened 
with no lefs than to fee his book condemned, 
or himfelf obliged to make certain retracta- 
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tions, which, to a màn of his fincerity, would; 
have been extremely mortifyings Yet, after 
a long, and more judicious, examination, the 
Sorbonne thought proper to acquit him. How 
could it be imagined, that one, who had done: 
fo much for the benefit of -tociety, could do. 
harm to religion ! 

The number of criticifms that have been 
written upon ?E/prit des Loix, will be an 
eternal reproach to the learning of our times. 
It hath feldom been attacked with any fhadow 
of juftice; too often without decency. After 
having forgot what was due to reafon, they 
grew unmindful of what they owed to the 
perfon of a man, of all others, the moft 
refpe@able. He was torn by thofe kind of 
vultures, who, not being able to fubfift by 
their own produétions, live on what they can 
fnatch from the works of others. But he was 
defended by fome very excellent pens. 

The Dialogue between Sylla and Eucrates, 
Lyfimaque, and the Temple de Gnyde, were 
alfo written by M. Monresquigu; and, 
though of a different kind, do not lefs indi- 
cate their author, than his more profound 
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compofitions. They prove to us, that wifdom 
is no enemy to mirth. 
No fooner, fays Mr. Maupertuis, had his 
Pruffian Majefty honoured me with the 
direction of his: academy, than I propofed 
M. Montesquieu as a member. Our whole 
fociety well knew the value of the acquifition, 
and he received our offer with the moft grate- 
ful fenfibility. ‘Thefe are his fentiments, in 
a letter to me, on the occafion: even the 
moft carelefs and familiar lines from Mr: 
Montesquieu will bealways valuable where- 
foever they are found. 


My very dear and illuftrious Brother, 


You received a letter from me, dated at 
Paris. I received one of yours written at 
Potzdam ; which, as it was dire&ed to 
Bourdeaux, {pent above a month upon the 
road. Thus was I long deprived of the 
real pleafure I feel at the receipt of every 
mark of your rememberance. I yet want 
confolation that I did not find you here; and 
both my heart and mind are yet in continual 
fearch of you. It is-impoffible I fhould tell 
you with what refpect, with what fentiments 
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of gratitude, and if I may be allowed to fay 
it, with what joy, I learn, by your letter, 
that the academy has done me the honour to 
admit me one of its members. Nothing but 
your friendfhip could have perfuaded the reft 
that I might afpire to a feat among them. 
This will give me emulation to encreafe my 
worth. You would, indeed, long fince have 
experienced my ambition, had I not feared 
to torment your friendfhip in rendering it 
confpicuous. You muft now finifh the work 
you have begun, by informing me how I am 
to behave on the occafion; to whom, and in 
what manner, I am to exprefs my gratitude. 
Do you condu& me, and I fhall be well 
guided, If, in your converfation with the 
king, you could find a proper opportunity 
to fignify my thankfulnefs, I beg you will not 
Jet it efcape. T have nothing to offer to that 
great Prince, except my admiration; and in 
this I do nothing that will diftinguifh me 
from the reft of mankind. 

I am forry to fee that you yet want con- 
folation for the death of your father. I 
myfelf am fenfibly affe&ed with it: it is 
one reafon the more to diminifh our hope 
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of feeing you again. -I know’ not whether I 
may attribute it to my moral or phyfical ef: 
fence, but my foul is fufceptible of every 
fenfation. I was happy-at my country-houfer 
where I faw nothing but trees, and J am no 
lefs happy in Paris, amidft crowds of people, 
numerous as the fands.on the fea.’ I afk 
hothing of this earth, but to continue my 
rotation round its center : not that I would 
willingly deferibe circles equal in minutenefs 
to yours when at Torneo. | ‘Adieu, my dear 
and illuftrious frierid. I embrace you, ètc, 


ft, OV. 25, 1740. 


- Mr. Maupertuis proceeds to tell us, that 
the fame candor which diftinguifhed M. 
Mowtesqueiv in his writings, was alfo his 
charaéteriftic in his converfation with the 
world. He was the fame man viewed in 
all lights. He appears even, if poffible, more 
extraordinary when we confider him as a 
member of fociety, than as.an author. Pro: 
found, fublime, in his fimolicity, he. charmed, 
inftructed, and never offended, I mylelf, fays 
our Orator, ‘havi: ag shad the happinels to fre- 
quent thole fociciies of which he was'a mens, 


xviii ELOGE oN 


ber, have been frequent witnefs of the im— 
patience with which he was. always expected, 
and the univerfal joy that appeared on his 
arrival, The modefty and opennefs of his 
mein bore great refemblance to his converfa- 
tion. * š 

o He was: Pene aiai of his drefs, 
Tn every thing that went beyond being 
decent.; His cloaths were always of the 
plaineft kind, without any ornament of gold 
or filver. The fame fimplicity reigned at his 
table, and in every other part of his oeco- 
nomy. His paternal eftate he left, as he 
found it, neither increafed nor diminifhed. 
On the roth of February, in this year [1755 ] 
he died, as he had lived, without either often: 
tation or pufilanimity, acquitting himfelf of 
every duty with the greateft decency. Dur- 
ing his indifpofition, his houfe was inceflantly 
crouded with people of the firft diftin@ion 
in France, and fuch as were moft deferving 
of his-friendfhip. Her Grace the Duchefs 
d'Aiguillon, who will permit me to mention 


* Some particulars of his perfon are mentioned; as, that 
he was well proportioned; and that he had almoft entirely 
loft the fight of one Bes though that defect was fearce ob- 
fervable. i : y 
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her name upon this occafion (M. Montes 
QUIEV’s memory would lofe too much were 
I not to name her) fcarce ever left him a 
moment: fhe received his laft fighs. It was 
in her houfe that I firft faw him, and there 
began the friendfhip that hath afforded me fo 
much delight. To this Lady I am alfo in- 
debted for thefe circumftances of his death. 
The {weetnefs of his difpofitions, fhe tells 
me, continued to his very laft moment. Not 
a fingle complaint efcaped his lips, nor even 
the leaft fign of impatience. Thefe were his 
words to thofe that ftood around him: T 
always paid great refpedt to religion: The 
morality of the gofpel is a moft excellent thing, 
and the moft valuable prefent that could poffibly 
have been received by. man from his Creator, 
The Jefuits who were near him,. prefling 
him to deliver up his corrections of the Let- 
tres Perfannes, he gave to me, and to madame 
du Pré, his manufcript, with thefe words—- 
T will facrifice every thing to reafon and to 
religion: confult with my friends, and decide 
whether this ought to appear. He hada 
pleafure in the prefence of his friends, and, 
as often as an interval of eafe would permit, 
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he would join the converfation. His fituation; 
he told me, was cruel, but not without many 
caufes of confolation: fo fenfible was he of the 
public cencern, and of the affection of his 
friends. Myfelf and Madame du Pré were 
his attendance almoft day and. night. Fhe 
Duke de Nivernois, M. de Bucley, the fa- 
mily of Fitzjames, the Chevalier de Jeau- 
court, etc. in fhort, the houfe was always 
full, and even the ftreet was {carce paflable. 
But all our care and anxiety was as ineffectual 
as the fkill of his phyficians. He died in the 
thirteenth day of his illnefs, of an inflamima- 
tory fever, which had feized every part of 
Rim. 

M. Montesquieu was married in 1715, to 
< Jeanne de Lartigue, daughter to Pierre de 
Lartigue, Lieutenant-colonel of the regiment 
de Maulevrier. By this Lady he had a fon 
and two daughters. His fon, M.deSecondat, 
diftinguifhed for his phyfical and mathemati- 
cal knowlege, was named to fill his father’s 
place in the academy of Berlin. M.Chateau- 
brun, who has introduced the ancient Greek 
fimplicity upon the French ftage, {ucceeds 
him in the academy Frangoife; and in that 
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of Cortonne he is worthily replaced by his 
friend Mr. Condamine.” 


This, Gentlemen, is the fubftance of the 
panegyric before me. You will not think I 
have been too particular, when you confider 
this article, not only as an account of Mr. 
Maupertuis’s Eloge, but of that great man’s 
writings who is the fubje& of it; that the beft 
account of an author’s life is the hiftory of 
his works; and that the author of whom we 
have been fpeaking, was Monfieur de Mox- 
TESQUIEU. 


I have the honour to be, 
> GENTLEMEN, 
Your very humble fervant, 
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OS ae ae 
1. The Infancy of Rome. 2. The Wars it fuftained. 


E muft not form to ourfelves an idea of 
the city of Rome, in its infancy, from 
the cities which exift at this time, unlefs 

we have in view thofe of the Crim Tartars, built for 
the towing and fecuring of plunder, cattle, fruits, 
and other produce of the country. The antient 
names of the chief places in Rome are all relative 
to this ufe. 

The city was even without ftreets, unlefs we will 
give this name to the continuation of roads which 
center init. The houfes were ftraggling, built after 
an irregular manner, and very fmall; for the in- 
habitants being always either at their work, or in 
the public fquare, were very feldom at home. 

But the greatne{s of Rome foon appeared in its 
public edifices. Works which (a) have raifed, and 


(a) See the aftonifhment of Diony fins Halicarnaffeus on the aque- 
dudts built by Tarquin, Ant. Rom.) iii, They are Rill fubfifting, 
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{till raife, the greateft idea of its power, were form- 
ed under its kings. They began already to lay the 
foundation of that city, which was to be eternal. 

Romulus, and his fucceffors, were engaged in al- - 
moft perpetual wars with their neighbours, to en- 
creafé the number of their citizens, their women, 
and their territories. They ufed to return to the 
city, loaded with the fpoils of conquered nations; 
and thefe {poils, which confifted of wheat-fheaves 
and flocks, ufed to fill them with the greateft joy. 
Such is the origin of triumphs, to which that city, 
afterwards, chiefly owed its grandeur. 

The ftrength of the Romans was greatly increaf- 
ed by their union with the Sabines, a {tubborn war- 
like people, refembling the Lacedaemonians from 
whom they fprung. Romulus (2) copied the form . 
of their fhields, which were large, and ufed them 
ever afterwards inftead of the {mall buckler of Ar- 
gos: and it is to be obferved, that the circumftance, 
which chiefly raifed the Romans to the fovereignty 
of the world, was, their laying afide their own cu- 
{toms as foon as they met with better among the 
people they conquered; and itis well known that 
they fought fucceflively againft all nations. 

It was a maxim then among the republics of 
Italy, that treaties made with one king were not 
obligatory towards his fucceffor. This was a fort 
of law of nations (b) among them. Thus every 
thing which had been fubmitted to by one king of 
Rome, they thought themfelves difengaged from 
under another, and wars continually begot wars. 


(2) Plutarch’s life of Romulus. 
(b) Thisappears throughout the hiftory of the kings of Rome. 
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The reign of Numa, being long and pacific, was 
very well adapted to leave the Romans in their hum- 
ble condition; and had their territory in that age 
been lefs confined, and their power greater, it is 
probable their fortune would have been fixed for 
ever. 

One caufe of the profperity of Rome was, that 
all her kings were great men. No other hiftory 
prefents us with an uninterrupted fucceffion of fuch 
ftatefmen and fuch captains. 

In the infancy of focieties, the leading men‘in the 
republic form the conftitution ; afterwards the con- 
ftitution forms the leading men in the republic. 

Sextus the fon of Tarquin, by violating the 
chaflity of Lucretia, took fuch a ftep as has fel- 
dom failed to drive tyrants from the cities over 
which they prefided; for when once a people are 
made ftrongly fenfible, by the commifion of fo 
enormous a crime, of the flavery to which they are 
reduced, they immediately form a defperate refo- 
lution. 

A people may fuffer, without murmuring, the 
impofing of new tributes, fince they are not certain 
but that fome advantage may accrue to themfelves, 
from the difpofal of the monies fo levied: but when 
an infult is put upon them, they are affected with 
their misfortune only; and this they aggravate, bý 
fixing to it the idea of all the calamities which can 
poflibly happen. 

It muft however be confeffed, that the death of 
Lucretia did no more than occafion, accidentally, 
the revolution which happened; for a haughty, en- 
terprizing, bold people, confined within walls, muft 
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neceffarily either thake off the yoke, or foften the 
afperity of their manners. 

From the fituation of things at that time, this 
was the refult; either that Rome fhould change the 
form of its government, or continue for ever a {mall, 
poor monarchy. 

Modern hiftory furnifhes us with a very remark- 
able example of what happened at that time in Rome ; 
for as men have been fenfible of the fame paffions 
in all ages, the occafions which gave rife to great 
revolutions are various, but the caufes are for ever 
the fame. 

As Henry VII of England increafed the power 
of the commons, merely to humble the nobility; 
fo Servius Tullius enlarged the privileges of the 
people, in order to deprefs the fenate; but the peo- 
ple, growing afterwards bolder, ruined each of the 
monarchies under which they lived. 

No flattering colours have been employed, in the 
picture which is left us of Tarquin; his name has 
not efcaped any of the orators who declaimed againft 
tyranny; but bis conduét before his calamities, 
which it is evident he forefaw; his gentlenefs and 
humanity towards the conquered, his beneficence to 
the foldiers, the arts by which he engaged fuch num- 
bers to endeavour at his prefervation, the edifices 
he raifed for the public ufe, his courage in the field, 
the conftancy and patience with which he bore his 
misfortunes, a twenty years war he either carried 
on, or caufed to be carried on againft the Romans, 
though deprived of his kingdom, and very poor; 
thefe things, and the refources he perpetually found, 
prove manifeftly,that he was no contemptible perfon. 

The rank or place, which pofterity beftows, is 
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fubjeét, as all others are, to the whim and caprice 
of fortune: woe to the reputation of chat monarch 
who is oppreffed by a party which after becomes the 
prevailing one; or who has endeavoured to deitroy 
a prepoffeffion that furvives him. 

The Romans, after having banifhed their kings, 
appointed confuls annually, a circumftance which 
contributed to raife them to fo exalted a pitch. In 
the lives of all princes there are certain periods of 
ambition, and thefe are afterwards fucceeded by o- 
ther paflions, and even by indolente; but the com- 
monwealih being governed by magiftrates who were 
changed every year, and who endeavoured to figna- 
lize themfelves ia their employment, in the view of 
obtaining new ones,ambition had not a moment to 
lofe. Hence it was that thefe magiftrates were ever 
perfuading the fenate to ftir up the people to war, 
and pointed out to them new enemies every day. 

This body (the fenate) Wwas inclined enough to 
do this of their own accord; for, being quite tired 
of the complaints and demands of the people, they 
endeavoured to remove the occafion of their dif- 
guiet, and to employ them in foreign wars. 

Now the common people were generally pleafed 
with war, becaufe a method had been found to make 
it beneficial to them, by the judicious diftribution 
that was made of the {poils. 

_ Rome beinga city in which neither trade nor arts 
flourifhed, the feveral individuals had no other way 
of enriching themfelves, but by rapine. 

An order and difcipline was therefore eftablithed 
in the way and manner of pillaging (a4), and this 


(a) See Polybius, Book x. 
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was pretty near the fame with that now prattifed 
among the inhabitants of Leffer Tartary. 

The plunder was laid together, and afterwards 
diftributed among the foldiers; not even the mi- 
nuteft article was loft, becaufe every man, before 
he fet out, fwore not to embezzle any thing; be- 
fides that, the Romans were, of all nations, the moft 
religious obfervers of oaths, thefe being confidered 
as the finews of their military difcipline. 

In fine, thofe citizens, who ftaid at home, fhared 
alfo in the fruits of the victory ; for part of the 
conquered lands was confifcated, and this was fub- 
divided into two portions, one of which was fold 
for the benefit of the public, and the other divided 
by the commonwealth, among fuch citizens as were 
but in poor circumftances, upon condition of their 
paying a {mall acknowlegement. 

As the confuls had no other way of obtaining the 
honour of a triumph, than by a conqueft or a vi- 
&ory, this made them rufh into the field with un- 
parallelled impetuofity; they marched dive&tly-to the 
enemy, when force immediately decided the conteft. 

Rome was therefore engaged in an eternal, and 
ever-obftinate war: now, a nation that is always 
(a) at war, and that too from the very frame and 
effence of its government, muft neceflarily be de- 
ftroyed, or fubdue all other nations; for, thefe 
being fometimes at war, and at other times in 
peace, could never be fo able to invade others, nor 
fo well prepared to defend themfelves. 

By this means the Romans attained a perfect 


(a) The Romans confidered foreigners as enemies: Hoftis, 
according to Varro, De Lingua Lat. lib. iv. fignified at firit a 
foreigner who lived according to his own laws. 
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knowlege in the military arts: in tranfient wars 
moft of the examples are loft; peace fuggefts dif- 
ferent ideas, and we forget not only our faults, but 
even our virtues. 

Another confequence of the maxim of waging 
perpetual war, was, that the Romans never con- 
cluded a peace but when they were victorious; and 
indeed, to what purpofe would it be to make an 
ignominious peace with one nation, and after- 
wards go and invade another? 

In this view their pretenfions rofe always in 
proportion to their defeat; by this they furprized 
the conquerors, and laid themfelves under a greater 

Seay, of conquering. 

Being for ever obnoxious to the moft fevere ven- 
geances perfeverance and valour became neceflary 
virtues: and thefe could not be diftinguifhed, a- 
mong them, from felf-love, from the love of one’s 
family, of one’s country, and whatever is deareft 
among men. Í 

The fame had happened to Italy, which befel 
America in late ages; the natives of the former, 
quite helplefs and difperfed up and down, having 
refigned their habitations to new comers, it was af- 
terwards peopled by three different nations, the 
Tufcans (a), the Gauls, and the Greeks. The Gauls 
had no manner of relation or affinity either with 
the Greeks or Tufcans; the latter formed a fociety 
which had its peculiar language, cuftoms and mo- 
rals; and the Grecian colonies, who defcended from 

(a) It is not known whether they were originally of that 


country, or only a colony ; ; but Dion. Halicarnafleus is of the 
former opinion, lib. i. j 
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different nations that were often at variance, had 
pretty feparate interefts. i 

The world in that age was not like the world 
in ours: voyages, conqueft, trafic; the eftablith- 
ment of mighty ftates; the invention of poft-offi- 
ces, of the fea-compafs, and of printing; thefe, 
with a certain general polity, have made corref- 
pondence much eafier, and given rife, among us, to 
an art called by the name of politics: every man fees 
at one glance whatever is tranfaCted in the whole 
univerfe; and if a people difcover but ever fo little 
ambition, all the nations round them are immedi- 
ately terrified. 

The people of Italy had (a) nore of thofe en- 
gines which were employed in fieges: and further, 
as the foldiers were not allowed any flipend, there 
was no poflbility of keeping them long before a 
town or fortrefs: hence it was, that few of their 
wars were decifive: thefe fought from no other 
motive, but merely to plunder the enemies camp 
or his lands; after which, both the conqueror and 
the conquered marcked back to their refpective ci- 
ties. This circumftance gave rife to the ftrong re- 
fiftance which the people of Italy made, and at the 
fame time to the inflexible refolution the Romans 
formed to fubdve them; this favoured the latter 
with viftories, which no ways depraved their moe 
rals, and left them in their original poverty. - 


(a) D. Balicarnaff. declares fo exprefly, lib ix. and this appears 
by hiftory : they ufed toattempt the {calado of cities with ladders. 

Ephorus relates that Artemon the engineer invented large 
machines to batter the ftrongeft wall. Pericles was the fit 
who made ufe of them at the fiege of Samos, as Plutarch tells 
us in the life of that general. 
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Had the Romans made a rapid conqueft of th® 
neighbouring cities, they would have been in a de” 
clining condition at the arrival of Pyrrhus, of the 
Gauls, and of Hannibal; and, by a fate common 
to moft governments in the world, they would have 
made too quick a tranfition from poverty to riches, 
and from riches to depravity. 

But Rome, for ever firuggling, and ever meet- 
ing with obftacles, made other nations tremble at its 
power, and at the fame time was unable to extend 
it; and exercifed, in a very narrow compafs of 
ground, a train of virtues that were to prove of 
the moft fatal confequence to the univerfe. 

All the people of Italy were not equally war'ike: 
thofe who inhabited the eaffern part, as the Taren- 
tines and the Capuans; all the cities of Campania, 
and of Graecia Major, were quite immerfed in indo- 
lence and in pleafures; but the Latins, the Hernici, 
the Sabines, the Æqui, and the Voilcians, were 
paffionately fond of war: thefe nations lay round 
Rome; the refiftance they made to thar city was 
incredible, and they furpafled them in {tubbornnefs 
and inflexibility. 

The Latin cities fprung from Alban colonies, 
which were founded (a) by Latinus Sylvius; be- 
fides their common extra&ion with the Romans, 
there were feveral rites and ceremonies common to 
both; and Servius Tullus had (b) engaged them 
to build a temple in Rome, to ferve as the center 
of union of the two nations. Lofing a battle near 
the lake Regilius, they were fubjeĉted to an alliance, 


(2) As appears from the treatife entitled Origo Gentis Ro- 
manae, afcibed to Aurelius Vidtor, (3) D. Halicarnaifl 
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and forced to affociate in the (@) wars which the 
Romans waged. 

It was manifeftly feen, during the fhort time 
that the tyranny of the decemvirs lafted, how much 
the aggrandizing of Rome depended on its liberty. 
The government feemed to have loft the (b) foul . 
which animated even to the minuteft part of it. 

There remained at that time but two forts of 
people in the city, thofe who fubmitted to flavery, 
and thofe who for their own private intereft endea- 
voured to enflave the reft. The fenators withdrew 
from Rome as from a foreign city; and the neigh- 
bouring nations did not meet with the leaft refift- 
anc irom any quarter. 

The fenate having found means to give the fol- 
diers a regular ftipend, the fiege of Veii was under- 
taken, which lafted ten years. But now a new art, 
and a new fyftem of war, were feen to arife among 
the Romans; their fuceeffes were more fignal and | 
con{picuous; they made a better advantage of their 
victories; their conquefts were greater, they fent 
out more colonies; in fine, the taking of Veji 
proved a kind of revolution. 

But all this did not leifen their toils: if, on one 
fide, they attacked with greater vigour the Tufcans, 
the Aiquf, and the Volfcians; for this very reafon 
they were abandoned by the Latins and the Hernici 
their allies, who were armed after the fame man- 
ner, and obferved the fame difcipline with them- 


(a) See in D. Halicarnaff. lib. vi. one of the treaties con- 
cluded with this people. _ . 

(b) Thefe Decemviri, wpon pretence of giving written laws 
tothe people, feized upon the government, See D, Halicarnaff, 
lib. xi. 
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felves; this engaged the Tufcans to form new al- 
liances; and prompted the Samnites, the moft mar- 
tial people of all Italy, to involve them in a furious 
war. 

After the foldiers received pay, the fenate no 
‘longer diftributed to them the lands of the con- 
quered people, upon whom other conditions were 
now impofed; they were obliged, for inftance, to 
pay the army a certain quota for a time, and to 
fend fupplies of cloths and corn. 

The taking of Rome by the Gauls did no way 
leffen its ftrength; almoft the whole army, which 
was difperfed rather than overcome, withdrew to 
Veii; the people fheltered themfelves in the adja- 
cent cities; and the burning of Rome was no more 
than the fetting fire to a few cottages of fhepherds. 


Ld 


- Cia PT SBR H. 
Of the Science of war as prattifed by the Romans. 


S the Romans devoted themfelves entirely to 
A war, and confidered it as the only {cience, 
they therefore bent all their thoughts, and the ge- 
nius with which they were informed, to the im- 
provement of it: doubtlefs a god, fays (4) Vegetius, 
infpired them with the idea of the legion. 

They judged that it would be neceffary to arm 
the foldiers who compofed the legion with weapons, 
whether offenfive or defenfive, of a ftronger and (6) 
heavier kind than thofe of any other nation. 

But as fome things muft be dore in war, which 


(a) L. iji, cap. r. 
(b) See in Polybius, and in Jofephus, De bello Yudaico, lib. ii. 
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a heavy body is not able to execute, the Romans 
would have the legion include within itfelf a band 
of light forces, which might ifue from it in order 
to provoke the enemy to battle, or draw back in- 
to itin cafe of neceffity; they alfo would have this 
legion ftrengthened with cavalry, with archers, and 
fingers, to purfue thofe who fled, and complete the 
victory; that it fhould be defended by military en- 
gines of every kind, which it drew after it; that 
every evening this body fhould entrench itfelf, and 
be, as Vegetius (a) obferves, a kind of firong hold. 

But that the Roman foldiers might be able to car- 
ry heavier arms than other men, it was neceffary 
they fhould become more than men; and this they 
became by perpetual labour which encreafed their 
vigour, and by exercifes that gave them an activity, 
which is no more than a juft difribution of, the 
fireneth we are invigorated with. 

It is obferved in this age, that the (4) immo- 
derate labour, which foldiers are obliged to under- 
go, deftroys our armies; and yet it was by incre- 
dible labour that the Romans preferved themfelyes. 
The reafon I take to be this; their toils were con- 
tinual and uninterrupted, whereas our foldicrs are 
ever fhifting from the extremes of labour to the 


a defcription of the arms of the Roman foldiers. There is 
but little difference, fays the latter, between a Roman foldier 
and a leaded horfe. 

“ They carried (fays Cicero) provifion for fifteen days, 
** neceffaries of all forts, and whatever they fhould have oc- 
‘* cafion for in throwing up trenches. As to their arms, they 
* were no more incumbered with them than with their hands.” 

(2) Lib. il, Cp ago 

(b) Particularly the throwing up of the ground, 
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extremes of idlenefs, than which nothing can pof- 
fibly be more deftructive. 

I muft here take notice of what authors (a) re- 
late concerning the training up of the Roman fol- 
diery. They were inured to the military pace, that 
is, to walk twenty miles, and fometimes four an 
twenty, in five hours. During thefe marches, they 
carried burdens of threefcore pound weight ; they 
habituated themfelves to running and leaping, armed 
cap-a-pee; in their (6) exercifes they made ufe of 
fwords, javelins and arrows, double the weight of 
common weapons; and thefe exercifes were carried 
‘on without intermiffion. 

The camp was not the only military {chool ; 
there being, in Rome, a place in which the citizens 
ufed to perform exercifes (it was the Campus Mar- 
tius): after their fatigues (c) they plunged into the 
Tyber, to accuftom themfelves to fwimming, and 
cleanfe away the duft and fweat. 

Whenever the Romans thought themfelves ex- 
pofed to any danger, or were defirous of repairing 
fome lofs, it was a conftant practice among them 
to invigorate and give new. life to their military dif- 
cipline. Are they engaged in a war with the Latins, 


(a) See in Vegetius, lib. r, and in Livy, lib. xxvi. the 
exercifes which Scipio Africanus made the foldiers perform af- 
ter the taking of Carthago Nova. Marius ufed to go every 
day to the Campus Martius, even in his extreme old age. It 
was cuftomary for Pompey, when 58 years of age, to arm 
himfelf cap-a pee, and engage in fingle combat with the Roman 
youths. He ufed to exercife himfelf in riding, when he would 
run with the fwifteft career, and hurl the javelin. Plutarch in 
the lives of Marius and Pompey. 


(b) Vegetius, Lib. i, (c) Idem ibid, 
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a people no lefs martial than themfelves? Manlius 
reflects upon the beft methods of {lrengthening the 
command in the field, and puts to death his own 
fon, for conquering without his orders. Are they 
defeated before Numantia? Scipio Aemilianus im- 
mediately removes the feveral blandihments, which. 
had enervated them. Have the Roman legions paft 
under the yoke at Numidia? Metellus wipes a- 
way their ignominy, the inftant he has obliged them 
to refume their ancient inftitutions. Marius, that 
he may be enabled to vanquifh the Cimbri and the 
Teutones, begins by diverting the courfe of (a) ri- 
vers; and Sylla employs, in fuch hard labour, his 
foldiers, who were terrified at the war which was 
carrying on againft Mithridates, that they fue for 
battle, to put an end to their hardfhips. 

Publius Nafica made the Romans build a fleet 
of fhips, at a time when they had no occafion for 
fuch a force: thefe people dreaded idlenefs more 
than an enemy. 

Aulus Gellius (4) gives no very good reafons for 
the cuftom among the Romans of Jetting foldiers 
blood who had committed a fault; the true reafon 
is, that ftrength being the chief qualification of a 
foldier, this was the means of adding not to his 
weaknefs, but to his difgrace. 

In the battles fought in our age, every fingle fol- 
dier has very little fecurity and confidence except in 
the multitude; but among the Romans, every indi- 
vidual, more robuft and of greater experience in 
war, as well as more inured to the fatigues of it, 
than his enemy, relied upon himfelf only, He was 


o 


(a) Frontin. Stratagem, lib. i. cap.tz. (b) Lib. x, cap. 8. 
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naturally endued with courage, or in other words, 
with that virtue which a fenfibility of our own 
flrength infpires. 

Thefe men thus enured were generally healthy 
and vigorous: we do not find by hiftorians, that the 
Roman armies, which waged war in fo great a va- 
riety of climates, fell often a prey to difeafes; 
whereas in the prefent age we daily fee armies, 
without once engaging, perith, and melt away, if I 
may ufe the expreffion, in a fingle campaign. 

Defertions are very frequent among us for this™ 
reafon, becaufe the foidiers are the dregs of every 
nation, and not one of them poffefles, or thinks 
himfelf poffeffed of, a certain advantage which gives 
him a fuperiority over his comrades. But among 
the Romans they were lefs frequent; it being 
fcarce pofible that foldiers, raifed from among a 
people naturally fo haughty and imperious, and 
fo fure of commanding over others, fhould de- 
mean themfelves to fuch a degree, as to ceafe to 
be Romans. 

As their armies were not great, they were eafily 
fubfifted: the commander had a better opportunity 
of knowing the feveral individuals; and could more 
eafily perceive the various faults and mifdemean- 
ours committed by the foldiery. 

The violence of their exercifes, and the wonder- 
ful roads they built, enabled them to make long and 
{peedy marches. Their fudden prefence damped the 
fpirits of their oppofers: they fhewed themfelves, 
efpecially after fome unfortunate event, at a time 
when their enemies were in that_flate of negligence 
which is generally confequent on victory. 
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As no troops in the world were, in any age, fo 
well difciplined, it was hardly poble that in a bat- 
tle, how unfortunate foever, but fome Romans muft 
rally in one parc or other of it; or on the other fide, 
but that the enemy muft be defeated in fome part 
of the field: and, indeed, we find every where in 
hiftory, that whenever the Romans happened to be 
overpowered at the ee either by numbers, 
or the fiercenefs of the onfet, they at laft wrefted 
the lawrel out of the enemies hand. 

Their chief care was to examine, in what par- 
ticutar their enemies had an advantage over them, 
and when this was found, they immediately reéti- 
fied it. The cutting fwords (2) of the Gauls, and 
the elephants of Pyrrhus intimidated them but once. 
They ftrengthened their cavalry, (5) firft, by taking 
the bridles from the horfes; that their impetuofity 
might be boundlefs, and afterwards by intermixing 
iea with Velites (c): when they underftood the 
excellence of the Spanith (d) fword, they quitted 


(a) The Romans ufed to prefent their javelins, when the 
Gauls ftruck at them with their fwords, and by that means 
blunted them. 

(2) At the time that they warred againft the lefler nations 
of Italy, their horfe was fuperior to that of their enemies, and 
for this reafon, the cavalry were compofed of none but the ableft 
bodied men, and the moft confiderable among the citizens, each 
of whom had a horfe maintained at the public expence. When 
they alighted, no infantry was more formidable, and they ve- 
ry often turned the feale of vittory. 

(c) Thefe were young men lightly armed, and the moft 
nimble of all the legion. At the leaft fignal that was given, 
they would either leap behind a horfeman, or fight on foot. 
Valerius Maximus, lib. ji. Livy, lib xxvi. 

(d) Fragmen, of Polybius cited by Suidas in the word 
GOK RAIPA. 
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their own for it. They baffled all the art of the 
moft experienced pilots, by the invention of an en. 
gine which is defcribed by Polybius. In fine, as Jo- 
fephus obferves (a), war was a fubject of meditation 
to the Romans, and peace an exercife. 

If any nation boafted, either from nature or its 
inftitution, any peculiar advantage, the Romans 
immediately made ufe of it: they employed their. 
utmoft endeavours to procure horfes from Numi- 
dia, bowmen from Crete, flingers from the Baleares, 
and fhips from the Rhodians. 

To conclude, no nation in the world ever pre- 
pared for war with fo much wifdom, and carried it 
on with fo much intrepidity. 


CHETA TEI Eek Pie 


The Methods by which the Romans raifed them- 
felves to Empire. 


S the people of Europe, in this age, have very 
A near the fame arms, the fame difcipline, the 
fame arts, and the fame manner of making war; 
the prodigious fortune, to which the Romans attain- 
ed, feems incredible to us. Befides, power‘is at this 
time divided fo difproportionably, that it is not pof- 
fible for a petty flate to raife itfelf, merely by its 
own firength from the low condition in which pro- 
vidence has placed it. 

This merits fome reflections, otherwife we might 
behold feveral events without being able to account 
for them; and for want of having a perfect idea of 


(a) De Bello Judaico, lib. ii. 
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the different fituation of things, we fhould believe, 
in perufing antient hiftory, that we view a fett of 
men different from ourfelves, 

Experience has fhewn perpetually, that an Eu- 
ropean prince, who has a million of fubjeéts, can- 
not, without deftroying himfelf, keep up and main- 
tain above ten thoufand foldiers ; confequently, great 
nations only are poffeffed of armies. 

But the cafe was different antiently with regard 
to commonwealths: for this proportion between the 
foldiers and the reft of the people, which is now as 
one to an hundred, might, in thofe times, be pret- 
ty near as one is to eight. 

The founders of antient commonwealths had 
made an equal diftribution of the lands; this cir- 
cumitance alone raifed a nation to power; that is 
to fay, made it a well regulated fociety: this alfo 
gave ftrength to its armies; it being equally the in- 
tereft (and this too was very great) of every indi- 
vidual, to exert himfelf in defence of his country. 

When laws were not executed in their full ri- ` 
gour, affairs returned back to the fame point in 
which we now fee them: the avarice of fome par- 
ticular perfons, and the lavifh profufenefs of others, 
occafioned the lands to become the property of a 
few ; immediately arts were introduced to fupply the 
reciprocal wants of the rich and poor; by which 
means there were but very few foldiers or citizens_ 
feen; for the revenues of the lands, that had before 
been employed to fupport the latter, were now be- 
ftowed wholly on flaves and artificers, who admi- 
niftered to the luxury of the new proprietors; for 
otherwife the government, which, how licentious fo- 
ever it be, muft exift, would have been deftroyed : 
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before the corruption of the ftate, the original re- 
venues of it were divided among the foldiers, that 
is, the labourers: after it was corrupted, they went 
firft to the rich, who let them out to flaves and 
artificers, from whom they received by way of tri- 
bute a part for the maintenance of the foidiers; and 
it was impoflible that people of this caft fhould be 
good foldiers, they being cowardly and abject; al- 
ready corrupted by the luxury of cities, and often 
by the very art they profeffed; not to mention, that 
as they could not properly call any country their 
own, and reaped the fruits of their induftry in 
every clime, they had very little either to lofe or 
keep. 

In the furvey (a) of the people of Rome fome 
time after the expulfion of the kings, and in that 
taken by Demetrius Phaiereus (6) at Athens, the 
number of inhabitants was found nearly equal; 
Rome had four hundred forty thoufand, Athens 
four hundred thirty one thoufand. But the furvey 
at Rome was made at the time when its eftablifh- 
ment was come to maturity, and that of Athens 
when it was quite corrupt. We find that the num- 
ber of citizens, grown up to manhood, made at 
Rome a fourth part of its inhabitants, and at A- 
thens a little lefs than the twentieth: the ftrength 
of Rome therefore, to that of Athens, was at thefe 
different times almoft as four to twenty, that is, it 
was five times larger. 


(a) This is the farvey mentioned by Dionyfius of Halicar~ 
naffeus, lib ix. art.as. and which feems to me to be the fame 
he fpeaks of at the end of his fixth book, made fix years after 
the expulfion of the kings. 

(b) Cteficles in Athenacus, lib. vi, 


44 The Rise and FALL of the 


(a) Agis and Cleomenes obferving, that intead 
of thirty thoufand citizens, (for fo many were at 
Sparta in Lycurgus’s time) there were but feven 
hundred, fcarce a hundred of whom were poffeffed 
of lands; and that all the reft were no more than 
a cowardly populace; they undertook to revive the 
laws enaéted on this occafion; and from that pe- 
riod Lacedaemonia recovered its former power, and 
again became formidable to all the Greeks. 

It was the equal diitribution of lands that at firft 
enabled Rome to foar above its humble condition ; 
and this the Romans were ftrongly fenfible of in 
their corrupted ftate. 

This commonwealth was confined to narrow 
bounds, when the Latins having refufed to fuccour 
them with the troops which had been (b) ftipulated, 
ten legions were prefently raifed in the city only: 
fcarce at this time, fays Livy, Rome, whom the 
whole univerfe is not able to contain, could levy 
fuch a force, were an enemy to appear fuddenly 
under its walls; a fure indication that we have not 
rifen in power, and have only increafed the luxury 
and wealth which incommode us. 

Tell me, would Tiberius Gracchus fay (c) to 
the nobles, which is the moft valuable chara¢ter, that 
of a citizen, or of a perpetual flave ? whois moft ufe- 
ful, a foldier, or a man entirely unfit for war? will 
you, merely for the fake of enjoying a few more 
acres of land than the reft of the citizens, quite lay 
afide the hopes of conquering the reft of the world, 


(2) See Plutarch’s life of Cleomenes. 

(b) Livy 1 Decad, L. vii. This was fome time after the 
taking of Rome, under the confulfhip of L. Furius Camillus, 
and App. Claudius Craffus. (c) Appian. 
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or be expofed to fee yourfelves difpoffeffed by, the 
enemy, of thofe very lands which you refufe us? 


CG EMA Pel EIR Fv. 


1. Of the Gauls. 2. Of Pyrrhus. 3. Parallel be- 
tween Carthage and Rome. 4. The War of 
Hannibal. 


HE Romans were engaged in feveral wars 
T againft the Gauls: a thirft of glory, a con- 
tempt of death, and an inflexible refolution of con- 
quering, were egual in both nations, but the wea- 
pons they ufed were diferent; the bucklers of the 
latter were fmall, and their {words unfit for execu- 
tion; and indeed, the Gauls were cut to pieces by 
the Romans, much after the fame manner as the 
Mexicans, in thefe latter ages, by the Spaniards ; 
and a furprizing circumftance is, that though thefe 
people were combating perpetually with the Ro- 
mans, they yet fuffered themfelves to be deftroyed 
one after another, without their ever being fen ible 
of, enquiring after, or obviating, the caufe of their 
calamities, 

Pyrrhus invaded the Romans at a time when 
they were {trong enough to oppofe the power of his 
arms, and to be taught by the viftories he obtained 
over them: from him they learnt to entrench them- 
felves, as alfo the choice and prover difpofition of 
a camp: he accuftomed them to elephants, and 
prepared them for mightier wars. 

The grandeur of Pyrrhus was confined merely 
to his perfonal qualities. Plutarch (a) informs us, 


(a) In his life of Pyrrhus, 


46 The Rise and Farr of the 


that he was obliged to begin the war of Macedo 
nia, from his inability to maintain any longer the 
fix thoufand foot, and five hundred horfe in his 
fervice. This prince, fovereign of a fmall country 
which has never made the leaft figure fince his 
time, was a military rambler, who was continual- 
ly forming new enterprizes, becaufe he could not 
fubfift but by enterprizing. 

arentum, his ally, had much degenerated from 
the inflitution of the Lacedaemonians, her ance- 
flors (5). He might have done great things with 
the aliiflance of the Samnites; but they were al- 
mof ouke deftroyed by the Romans. 

As the Carthaginians grew wealthy fooner than 
the Romans, fo they were fooner corrupted: thus 
whilff at Rome, public employments were made the 
reward of virtue only, and no other emolument 
accrued from them than honour, and a preference 
in toils; at Carthage, the feveral advantages which 
the public can beftow on particular perfons were 
venal, and every fervice done by fuch perfons was 
there paid by the public. 

A monarchy is not dragged nearer to the brink 
of ruin by the tyranny ofa prince, than a common- 
wealth by a lukewarmnefs and indifference for the 
general good. The advantage of a free ftate is, that 
the revenues are employed in it to the beft purpofes ; 
but where does not the reverfe of this happen! the 
advantage of a free flate is, that it admits of no fa- 
vourites; but when the contrary is feen, and inftead 
of the friends and relations of a prince, great for- 
tunes are amaffed for the friends and relations of all 
perfons who have any fhare in the government; in 

(b) Juftin, lib. xx. 
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this cafe an univerfal ruin muft enfue; the laws are 
then eluded more dangeroufly, than they are in- 
fringed by a fovereign prince, who, being always 
the greateft citizen in the ftate, is moft concerned 
to labour at its prefervation. 

By the conftant praétice of ancient cuftoms and 
manners, and a peculiar ufe that was made of po- 
verty, the fortunes of all the people in Rome were 
very near upon a level; but in Carthage, fome 
particular perfons boafted the wealth of kings. 

The two prevailing factions in Carthage were fo 
divided, that the one was always for peace, and the 
other always for war; by which means it was im- 
poffible for that city, either to enjoy the one, or 
engage in the other to advantage. 

In Rome, (a) war immediately united the feveral 
interefts, but in Carthage it divided them ftill more. 

In a monarchy, feuds and divifions are eafily 
quieted, becaufe the prince is invefted with a coer- 
cive power to curb both parties; but they are more 
lafting in a commonwealth, becaufe the evil gene- 
rally feizes the very power which only could have 
wrought a cure. 

In Rome, which was governed by laws, the peo- 
ple entrufted the fenate with the management of af- 
fairs; but in Carthage, which was governed by fraud 


(a) Hannibal's prefence put an end to all the feuds and di- 
vifions which till then prevailed among the Romans; but the 
prefence of Scipio irritated thofe which already fubfifted among 
the Carthaginians, and fhakled, as it were, the ftrength of the 
city; for the common people now grew diffident of the gene- 
rals, the fenate, and the great men; and this made the peo- 
ple more furious. Appian has given us the hiftory of this war, 
carried on by the firft Scipio. 
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and diffolutenefs, the people would themfelves tran- 
fact all things. 

Carthage, in warring with all its riches again 
the poverty of Rome, had a difadvantage in this 
very circumftance; for gold and filver may be 
exhaufted, but virtue, perfeverance, ftrength and 
poverty are inexhauttible. 

The Romans were ambitious through pride, and 
the Carthaginians through avarice; the former 
would command, the latter amafs; and thefe whofe 
minds were wholly turned to traffic, perpetually 
cafting up their income and expences, never en- 
gaged in any war from inclination. 

The lofs of battles, the decreafe of a people, the 
decay of trade, the confumption of the public trea- 
fure, the infurrection of neighbouring nations, might 
‘force the Carthaginians to fubmit to the fevereft 
terms of peace: but Rome was not fwayed by the 
confideration of bleffings or calamities, being de- 
termined by no other motive but its glory; and 
‘as the Romans were perfuaded they could not 
exift without commanding over others, neither 
hopes, nor fears of any kind, could prevail with 
them to conclude a peace, the conditions of which 
were not prefcribed by themfelves. 

- Nothing is fo powerful as a commonwealth in 
which the laws are exactly obferved, and this not 
from fear nor from reafon, but from a paffionate 
impulfe, asin Rome and Lacedaemon ; for then the 
wifdom of a good legiflature is united to all the 
ftrensth a faction could pofhibly boaft. 

The Carthaginians made ufe of foreign forces, 
and the Romans employed none but their own. As 
the fatter had never confidered the vanquifhed but 
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merely as fo many inftruments for future triumphs, 
they made foldiers of the feveral people they con- 
guered; and the greater oppofition thofe made, the 
more worthy they judged them of being incorpo- 
rated into their republic. Thus we find the Sam- 
nites, who were not fubdued till after four and 
twenty triumphs (4), become auxiliaries to the Ro- 
mans; and fome time before the fecond Punic war, 
they raifed from among that nation and their al- 
lies (b), that is, from a country of littl more ex- 
tent than the territories of the pope and Naples, 
feven hundred thoufand foot, and feventy thoufand 
horfe, to oppofe the Gauls. 

In the height of the fecond Punic war, Rome 
had always a ftanding army of twenty two or 
twenty four legions; and yet it appears by Livy, 
that at this time the cenfus, or general furvey, a- 
mounted to but about 137000 citizens. }, 

The Carthaginians employed a greater number of 
troops in invading others, and the Romans in de- 
fending themfelves; the latter armed, as we have 
juft now feen, a prodigious multitude of men to: 
oppofe the Gauls and Hannibal who invaded thm ; 
and they fent out no more than two legions againft 
the moft powerful kings; by which means their 
forces were inexhauftible. 

Carthage was not fo ftrong from its fituation, as 
Rome from the fpot on which it ftood: the latter 
had thirty aetonien (c) round it, all which were as 


(a) Flor. a i. 

(b) See Polybius. According to the epitome of Florus they 
raifed three hundred thoufand’ men out of the city and among 
the Latins. (c) See Livy, lib. xxvii, 
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fo many bulwarks. The Romans were never aban- 
doned by one of their allies till the battle of Can- 
nae; the reafon is, the Samnites and other nations 
of Italy were ufed to their fovereignty. 

As moft of the cities of Africa were poorly for- 
tified, they prefently furrendered to the firk enemy 
that appeared under their walls; fo that Agathocles, 
Regulus, Scipio, in a word, all who made a defcent_ 
on thofe places, immediately fpread defpair through 
all Carthage. 

We can afcribe to nothing but to an evil admi- 
niftration, the feveral calamities which the Cartha- 
ginians fuflered during the whole war that Scipio 
carried on againft them; their city (a), and even 
their armies were famifhed, at the fame time that 
the Romans enjoyed a profufion of all things. 

Among the Carthaginians, the armies which had 
been defeated grew more infolent upon it, info- 
much that they fometimes ufed to crucify their 
generals, punifhing them in this manner for their 
own cowardice. Among the Romans, the conful, 
after punifhing fuch foldiers as had fled from their 
colours, by a (a) decimation, marched the furviv- 

ing forces againft the enemy. 

The government of the Carthaginians was vaftly 
oppreflive (c): they had trampled fo much upon the 
Spaniards, that, when the Romans arrived among 

(a) See Appian, lib. Lybicus. 

(t) This punifhment, which was infli&ed on thofe who had 
run from their colours, on mutineers, etc. was thus: the names 
of all the criminals, being put together in a veffel or fhield, were 
afterwards drawn out, every tenth man being to die without 
reprieve. By this means, though all were not put to death, 


yet all were terrified into obedience. Note by the tranflator. 
(£) See what is related by Polybius concerning their exactions, 
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them, they were confidered as their deliverers; and 
if we refle&t upon the immenfe fums it coft the Car- 
thaginians to maintain in that country, a war which 
proved fatal to them, it will appear that injuftice is ve- 
ry improvident, and isnot miftrefs of all fhe promifes. 

The founding of Alexandria had very much lef- 
fened the trade of Carthage. In the firft ages, fu- 
perftition ufed to banifh, in fome meafure, all fo- 
reigners from Egypt; and after the Perfians had 
conquered this kingdom, they had bent their whole 
thoughts to the weakening of their new fubjects; 
but under the Grecian monarchs, Egypt poffefled 
almoft the whole commerce of the univerfe (a), 
and that of Carthage began to decay. 

Such powers, as are eftablifhed by commerce, 
may fubfift for a long feries of years in their hum- 
ble condition, but their grandeur is of fhort dura- 
tion; they rife by little and little, and in an imper- 
ceptible manner, for they do not perform any par- 
ticular exploit which may make a noife, and figna- 
lize their power: but when they have once raifed 
themfelves to fo exalted a pitch, that it is impoffi- 
ble but all muft fee them, every one endeavours to 
deprive this nation of an advantage which it had 
{natched, as it were, from the ref of the world. 

The Carthaginian cavalry was preferable to that 
of the Romans, for thefe two reafons; firft, becaufe 
O of Numidia and Spain were better than 
hole of Italy; fecondly, becaufe the Roman caval- 

ry was but indifferently provided with arms; for 
the Romans, as (b) Polybius informs us, did not in- 

(a) See more of this hereafter in chap. vi, 

(b) Bock vi. 

> > G2 
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troduce any change on this occafion, till fuch time 
as they fought in Greece. 

In the firft Punic war, Regulus was defeated as foon 
as the Carthaginians made choice of plains for their 
cavalry to engage in ; and in the fecond, (a) Hannibal 
owed his moft glorious victories to the Numidians. 

Scipio, by the conqueft of Spain, and the alliance 
he made with Mafiniffa, deprived the Carthaginians 
of this fuperiority: the Numidian cavalry won the 
battle of Zama, and put an end to the war. 

The Carthaginians had greater experience at fea, 
and were better {killed in the working of fhips than 
the Romans: but this advantage feems to have been 
JefS in thofe ages than it would be in the prefent. 

As the ancients had not the ufe of the fea-com- 
pafs, they were confined almoft to coafting; and 
indeed they had nothing but gallies, which were 
fall and flat bottomed; moft roads were to them 
as fo many harbours; the knowlege of their pilots 
was very narrow and contracted, and their tackle 
extremely fimple. Their art itfelf was fo imper- 
fet, that as much is now done with an hundred 
oars, as in thofe ages with a thoufand. 

Their larger veffels had a difadvantage in this, 
that being moved with difficulty by the crew of gal- 
Jey-flaves, it was impoffible for them to make the 
neceflary evolutions. Mark Antony. experienced 
this, in the moft fatal manner, at Aétium; for hi 
fhips were not able to move about, when attac 
on all fides by the lighter veffels of Auguftus. 


(2) The circumftance which gave the Romans an oppor- 
tunity of taking a little breath in the fecond Punic war, was 
this, whole bodies of Numidian cavalry went over into Sicily 
and Italy, and there joined them. W a 
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As the ancients ufed nothing but galleons, the 
lighter veffels eafily broke the oars of the greater 
ones, which were then but as fo many unwieldy, 
immoveable machines, like modern fhips when they 
have loft their mafts. 

Since the invention of the fea- compals, different 
methods have been employed; oars (a) have been 
Jaid afide; the main ocean has been vifited, great 
fhips have been built; the machine is become more 
complicated, and the practices have been multiplied. 

The difcovery of gun-powder has occafioned a 
circumftance one would no ways have fufpected, 
which is, that the {trength of fleets depends more 
than ever upon art; for in order to refift the fury . 
of the cannon, and prevent the being expofed to a 
fuperior fire, it was neceffary to build great fhips ; 
but the power of the art muft be proportioned to 
the bulk of the machine. 

The fmall veffels of the antients ufed often to 
grapple fuddenly with one another, on which occa- 
fion the foldiers engaged on both fides: a whole 
land-army was fhipped on board a fleet. In the fea- 
fight won by Regulus and his colleġue, an hundred 
and thirty thoufand Romans fought againft an hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand Carthaginians: at that time 
foldiers were looked upon as confiderable, and art- 
ifts the very reverfe; but in thefe ages, the foldiers 

wonfidered as little or nothing,. and artifts the 


rygéontrary. 


A ftrong proof of the difference ts the victory 


. (4) Hence we may judge of the imperfeéticn of the antient 
snavies, fince we have laid afide a practice in which we had fo 


uch fuperiority over them. 
eer 
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won by Duillius the conful: the Romans were to- 
tally ignorant of navigation, when a Carthaginian 
galley, happening to be ftranded on their coaft, 
ferved them as a model for the building of others: 
in three months time their failors were trained, 
their fleet was completely fitted out; the Romans 
put to fea, came up with the Carthaginians, and 
defeated them. 

In this age, the whole life of a prince is {carce 
fufficient for the raifing and equipping a navy capa- 
ble to make head againft a power already poffeffed 
of the empire of the fea: this perhaps may be the 
only thing which money cannot of itfelf effect; 
and though a great (2) monarch in our days fuc- 
ceeded immediately in an attempt of this kind, 
experience has proved to others (b), that fuch an 
example is to be admired rather than imitated. 

The fecond Punic war made fo much noife in 
the world, that it isknown to every one. When we 
furvey attentively the croud of obftacles which ftart- 
ed up before Hannibal, and reflect, that this extra- 
ordinary man furmounted them all, we view the moft 
auguft {pectacle that antiquity can poffibly exhibit. 

Rome was a miracle in conftancy and refolution 
after the battles of Ticinus, of Trebia, and Thra- 
fymenus; after the defeat at Cannae, which was ftill 
more fatal to them, though they faw themfelves a- 
bandoned by moft of the nations in Italy, yet a 
would not fue for peace; and for this reafon, the | 
fenate never once receded from their antient max- 
ims: they conducted themfelves towards Hannibal, in 
the fame manner as they had before behaved with re- 


» 


(a) Lewis XIV. (b) Spain and Muftovye 
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‘gard to Pyrrhus, to whom they refufed all terms of 
accommodation, till fuch time as he fhould leave 
Italy ; and Dionyfius Halicarnaffeus (2) informs us, 
that, when Coriolanus was treating with the Ro- 
mans, the fenate declared they would never infringe 
their ancient cuftoms; that their people could not 
conclude a peace fo long as the enemy fhould con- 
tinue in their territories; but that in cafe the Vol- 
{cians would think fit to retire, they then fhould a- 
gree to any terms that were juft and reafonable. 

Rome was faved by the ftrength and vigour of its 
inftitution : after. the battle of Cannae, their very wo- 
men were not allowed to fhed tears: the fenate refuf- 
ed to ranfom the prifoners, and fent the miferable 
remains of the army to carry on the war in Sicily, un- 
recompenfed, and deprived of every military honour, 
till fuch time as Hannibal was driven out of Italy. 

On the other fide, Terentius Varro the conful 
had fled ignominioufly as far as Venufia: this man, 
whofe extraCtion was very mean, had been raifed 
to the confulfhip merely to mortify the nobles. 
However the fenate would not enjoy the unhappy 
triumph: they faw how neceflary it was for them 
to gain the confidence of the people on this occa- 
fion; they therefore went out to meet Varro, and 
returned him thanks for not defpairing of the fafety 
of the commonwealth. ; 

It is commonly not the real lofs fuftained in a 
battle, (that of the flaughter of fome thoufand men) 
which proves fatal to a ftate, but the imaginary lofs, 
the general damp which deprives it even of that 
firength and vigour which fortune had left it. 

(a) Antiq. Rom. L viii, 
C4 
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Some things are afferted by all men, becaufe they 
have been afferted once: it is thought Hannibal 
committed an egregious error in not laying fiege to 
Rome after the battle of Cannae: it muft be con- 
feffed, that the inhabitants of the former were at 
firft feized with a panic; but then the furprize and 
dread.of a martial people, which always turns to 
bravery, is not like that of a defpicable populace, 
who are fenfible to nothing but their weaknefs: a 
proof Hannibal would not have fucceeded, is, that 
the Romans were ftill powerful enough to fend 
fuccours where any were wanted. 
~ It is alfo faid, that Hannibal was greatly overfeen, . 
in marching his army to Capua, where his foldiers 
enervated themfelves; but people who make thefe 
affertions fhould confider, that they do not go back 
to the true caufe of it: would not every place have 
proved a Capua to a body of men, who had enrich- 
ed themfelves with the fpoils of fo many victories? 
Alexander, whofe army confifted of his own fub- 
jects, made ufe, on the like occafion, of an expedi- 
ent which Hannibal, whofe army was compofed 
wholly of mercenaries, could not employ; and this 
was, the fetting fire to the baggage of his foldiers, 
and burning all their wealth and his own. 

The very conquefts of Hannibal began to wy sd 
the fortune of the war: he did not receive any fuc- 
cours from Carthage, either by the jealoufy of one 
party, or the too great confidence of the other. So 
long as he kept his whole army together, he always 
defeated the Romans; but when he was obligéd to 
put garrifons into cities, to defend his allies, to be- 
fiege trong-holds, or prevent their being befieged, he 
then found himfelf too weak, and loft a great part 
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of his army by piece-meal. Conquefts are eafily 
made, becaufe we atchieve them with our whole 
force; they are retained with dificulty, becaufe we 
defend them with only a part of our forces. 


Co Aer) EF R= yV: 


The State of Greece, of Macedonia, of Syria, and 
of Egypt, after the depreffion of Carthage. 


Imagine Hannibal did not abound in witticifms, 
iT efpecially in favour of Fabius and Marcellus a- 
gainft himfelf. I am forry to fee Livy firew his 
flowers on thefe enormous Coloffules of antiquity = 
I. with he had done like Homer, who neglects em- 
bellifbing them, and knew fo well how to put them 
in motion. 

- Befides, what Hannibal is made to peat ought to 
have common fenfe: but if, on hearing the defeat 
of his brother, he faid publicly, that it was the pre- 
lude of the ruin of Carthage, could any thing have 
a greater tendency to drive to defpair a people who 
had placed their confidence in him, and to difcou- 
rage an army which expeéted fuch high recompen- 
ces after the war? 

As the Carthaginians loft every battle they fought, 
either in Spain, in Sicily, or in Sardinia; Hannibal, 
whofe enemies were fortifying themfelves inceflant- 
ly, whilft very inconfiderable reinforcements were 
fent him, was reduced to the neceflity of engaging 
in a defenfive war: this fuggefted to the Romans 
the defign of making Africa the feat of was. Ac- 
eordingly Scipio went into that part of the world, 
and fo great was his fuccefs, that the Carthagini~ 

as 
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ans were forced to recal from Italy Hannibal, who 
wept for grief at his furrendering to the Romans 
thofe very plains, in which he had fo often tri- 
umphed over them. | 

Whatever is in the power of a great general 
and a great foldier to perform, all this Hannibal did 
to fave his country: having fruitlefsly endeavoured 
to bring Scipio to pacific terms, he fought a battle, 
in which fortune feemed to delight in confounding 
his ability, his experience, and good fenfe. 

. Carthage received the conditions of peace, not 
from an enemy, but from a fovereign; the citizens 
of it obliged themfelves to pay ten thoufand talents 
in fifty years, to give hoftages, to deliver up their 
fbips and elephants, and not to engage in any war 
without the confent of the Romans; and in order 
that this republic might always continue in a deje- 
cted ftate, the victors heightened the power of Ma- 
finiffa, its irreconcileable enemy. 

After the depreffion of Carthage, the Romans 
were fcarce engaged but in petty wars, and obtained 
mighty victories; whereas before, they had obtain- 
ed but petty victories, and been engaged in mighty 
wars. 

There were in thofe times two worlds, asit were, 
feparate from each other ; in one, the Carthaginians 
and Romans fought; and the other was fhaken by the 
feuds and divifions which had fubfifted ever Since 
the death of Alexander. In the latter, no regard 
was had (a) to the tranfactions of the weftern world : 
for though Philip king ef Macedon had concluded 


(c) Ic is farprizing, as Jofephus obferves in his treatife againft 
Appico, that neither Herodotus nor ‘Thucydides make the leaf 
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a treaty with Hannibal, yet very little refulted from 
it; and this monarch, who gave the Carthaginians 
but very inconfiderable fuccours, juft fhewed the 
Romans that he bore them a fruitlefs ill-will. 

When two mighty people are feen to wage a 
long and obftinate war, it is often ill policy to 
imagine that it is fafe for the reft of the world to 
continue as fo many idle fpectators; for which 
foever of the two peche triumphs over the other, 
engages immediately in new wars; and a pation 
of foldiers marches and invades nations who are 
but fo many citizens. d 

This was very manifeft in thofe ages; for fearce 
had the Romans fubdjected the ree but 
they immediately invaded other nations, and ap. 
peared in all parts of the earth, carrying on an 
univerfal invafion. 

There were at that time in the eaft but four 
powers capable of making head againft the Romans; 
Greece, the kingdoms of Macedonia, Syria, and 
Egypt: we muft take a view of the condition, ati 
that time, of the two firft of thofe powers; becaule 
the Romans began by fubjecting them. 

There were at that time three confiderable people’ 
in Greece, the Ætolians, the Achaians, and the Boe- 
Otians; thefe were fo many affociations formed by 
free cities, which had their. general affemblies and 
magiftrates in common. The Atolians, were mar- 
tial, bold, rath; greedy of gain, wr lavith of their 
promifes and oaths; in fine, a peopie who warred 
on land in the fame manner as pirates do at fea. 
The Achaians were incommoded perpetually by, 


mention of the Romans. though they had ve eee in 
fuch mighty wars. 
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troublefome neighbours or defenders. The Boeoti- 
ans, who were the moft heavy people of all Greece, 
but at the fame time the wifeft, lived generally in 
peace; guided entirely by a fenfation of happinefs 
and mifery, they had not genius enough to be either 
rouzed or mifguided by orators. What is moft ex- 
traordinary, their republic fubfifted even in the 
midft of anarchy (a). 


Lacedaemon had preferved its power, by. which — 


I mean that warlike fpirit which the inflitutions of 
Lycurgus infpired. The Theffalians were, in fome 
meafure, enflaved by the Macedonians, The Illyrian 
kings had already been very much depreffed by the 
Romans. The Acarnanians and Athamanes had been 
cruelly infefted by the troops of Macedon and Æ- 
tolia fucceffively. The Athenians, weak in them- 
feives and unfupported by (4) allies, no longer a- 
ftonifhed the world, except by the fatteries they 
lavifhed on kings; and the orators no more a- 
{cended the Roftra where Demofthenes had ha- 
rangued, unlefs to propofe the bafeft and moft 
fcandalous decrees, 

Befides, Greece was formidable frem its fituati- 
on, its {trength, the multitude of its cities, the great 
number of its foldiers, its polity, manners and laws. 
The Greeks delighted in war; they knew the whole 


art of it; and, had they united, would have been 


invincible. 


(2) The magiftrates, to pleafe the multitude, did not open 
the courts of juftice: and the dying bequeathed their effects to 
their friends, to be laid out in feafts. See a fragment of the 
xath book of Polybius, in the Extraf of Virtues and Vices. 

(b) They were not engaged in any alliance with the ether 
nations of Greece. Polyb. lib. viii, 
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They indeed had been terrified by the firft Philip, 
by Alexander, and by Antipater, but not fubdued ; 
and the kings of Macedon, who could not prevail 
with themfelves to lay afide their pretenfions and 
their hopes, made the moft obftinate attempts to 
enflave them. 

__ The greateft part of Macedonia was furrounded 
with inacceffible mountains; the inhabitants of it 
were formed by nature for war, courageous, obe- 
dient, induftrious and indefatigable; and _ thefe. 
qualities muft necefarily have been owing to the 
climate, fince the natives of it are, to this day, the 
beft foldiers in the Turkith empire. 

Greece maintained itfelf by a kind of balance;. 
the Lacedaemonians were generally in alliance with. 
the #tolians, and the Macedonians with the Achai- 
ans; but the arrival of the Romans quite deftroy-. 
ed the aequilibrium. 

As the kings of Macedonia were not able to main-. 
tain a large body of troops, the leaft lofs was of con- ; 
fequence to them; befides, it was difficult for thefe , 
monarchs to aggrandize themfelves; becaufe, as Soar 
ambitious views were not unknown, other nations 
kept a watchful eye over every ftep they took; and 
the fucceffes they obtained in the wars, undertaken 
for the fake of their allies, was an evil which thefe 
very allies endeavoured immediately to remedy. 

But the kings of Macedonia generally poileffed 
ereat talents; their monarchy was not like thofe 
which proceed for ever in the fame fteps that were , 
taken at the foundation of them. Inftructed per- 
petually by dangers and experience, involved in all 
the difputes of Greece, it was neceffary for them 
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either to bribe the principal magiftrates of cities, to 
raife a mift before the eyes of nations, or to divide 
or unite their interefts; in a word, they were o- 
bliged to expofe, every moment, their perfons to 
the greateft dangers. 

Philip, who in the beginning of his reign had won 
the love and confidence of the Greeks, by his mo- 
deration, changed on a fudden; he became (a) a cru- 
el tyrant, at a time when he ought to have behaved 
with juftice, both from policy and ambition; he faw, 
though at a diftance, the Romans poffeffed of num- 
berlefs forces; he had concluded the war to the ad- 
vantage of his allies, and was reconciled to the Æ- 
tolians; it was natural he fhould now endeavour to 
unite all the Greeks with himfelf, in order to prevent! 
the Romans from fettling in their country; but fo 
far from this, he exafperated them by petty ufur- 
pations; and trifled away his time in examining 
affairs of little or no confequence, at a time when 
his very exiftence was endangered; by the com- 
mifflion of three or four evil a€tions, he made him- 
felf odious and deteftable to all Greece. 

The Atolians were moft exafperated, and the 
Romans fnatching the opportunity of their refent- 
ment, or rather of their folly, made an alliance with 
them, entered Greece, and armed it againft Philip. 
This prince was defeated at the battle of Cynoce- 
phalae, and the victory was partly gained by the 
valour of the Ztolians: fo much was he intimidated 
upon this, that he concluded a treaty, which was 
not fo properly a peace, as the renouncing his own 
strength ; for he evacuated his garrifonsin all Greece, 


; 
(2) See Polyb. who relates the unjuft and cruel adtions by 
which Philip loft the favour of the people. 
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delivered up his fhips, and bound himfelf under an 
obligation of paying a thoufand talents in ten years. 

Polybius compares, with his ufual good fenfe, 
the difpofition of the Roman armies with that of 
the (2) Macedonians, which was obferved by all the 
kings who fucceeded Alexander; he points out the 
conveniencies as well as inconveniencies of the pha- 
lanx and of the legion: he prefers the difpofition 
ufed by the Romans, in which he very probably was 
right, fince all the battles fought at that time fhew - 
it to have been preferable. 

The fuccefs, which the Romans obtained over 
Philip, was the greateft itep they ever took towards 
a general conqueft: to make fure of Greece, they 
employed all methods poffible to deprefs the Ato- 
lians, by whofe affiftance they had been victorious: - 
they ordained, moreover, that every city of Greece, : 
which had been fubject to Philip, or any other fo- 
vereign prince, fhould from that time be govern- 
ed by its own laws. 

_Itis very evident, that thefe petty common- . 
wealths muft neceflarily be dependent: the Greeks °’ 
abandoned themfelves to a ftupid joy, and fondly ` 
imagined they were really free, becaufe the Rom- 
ans had declared them to be fo. 

The tolians, who had imagined they fhould 
bear {way in Greece, finding they had only brought : 


(a) A circumftance which had contributed very much to the 
danger to which the Romans were expofed in the fecond Funic 
war, was, Hannibal’s. prefently arming his foldiers after the 
Roman manner; but the Greeks did not change either their 
arms or their way of fighting: and could not prevail with 
themfelves to lay afide cuftoms, by the obfervance of which 
they had performed fuch mighty things. a 
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themfelves under fubjection, were feized with the 
deepeft grief; and as they had always formed def- 
, perate refoiutions, they invited, in order to correct 
one extravagance by another, Antiochus king of Sy- 
ria into Greece, in the fame manner as they had. 
before invited the Romans. 

The kings of Syria were the moft powerful of: 
all Alexander’s fucceffors, they being poffeffed of 
almoft all the dominions of — Egypt excep- 
ted; but by the concurrence of feveral circumftan- 
ces, their power had been much weakened. 

Seleucus, who founded the Syrian empire, had 
deftroyed, towards the latter end of his life, the 
kingdom of Lyfimachus. During the feuds and 
diftra&tions, feveral provinces took up arms; the 
kingdoms of Pergamus, of Cappadocia and of Bi- 
thynia, ftarted up; but thefe petty, fearful ftates 
always confidered the depreffion of their former 
mafters as the making of their own fortune. 

As the kings of Syria always beheld, with a moft - 
invidious eye, the felicity of the kingdom of Egypt, 
they bent their whole thoughts to the conqueft of 
that country; by this means, neglecting the eaft, 
they were difpoffeffed of feveral provinces there, 
and but indifferently obeyed in the reft. 

In fine, the kings of Syria poffefled upper and 
lower Afia; but experience has fhewn, that in this 
cafe, when the capital city and the chief forces are 
in the lower provinces of Afia, there is no poffibi- 
lity of maintaining the upper ones; and on the con- 
trary, when the feat of the empire is in the upper 
provinces, the monarch weakens himfelf by main- _ 
taining the lower ones. Neither the Perfian nor , 
Syrian empires were ever fo powerful as that of the 
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Parthians, though thefe reigned over but part of the 
provinces which formed the dominions of thofe two 
powers. Had Cyrus not conquered the kingdom of 
Lydia; had Seleucus continued in Babylon, and let 
the fucceffors of Antigonus poffefs the maritime pro- 
vinces, the Greeks would never have conquered the 
Perfian empire, nor the Romans that of Seleucus; 
Nature has prefcribed certain limits to flates, pur- 
pofely to mortify the ambition of mortals: when 
the Romans ftepped beyond thofe limits, the great- 
eft part of them were deftroyed by the Parthians 
(a); when the Parthians prefumed to pafs them, 
they were forced immediately to retire back; and 
in our days, fuch Turks, as advanced beyond thofe 
boundaries, were obliged to return whence bey 
came. 

The kings of Syria and Egypt had, in their ref- 
pective dominions, two kinds of fubjects, viétorious 
nations, and nations vanquifhed; the former, flill 
puffed up with the idea of their origin, were ruled 
with very great difficulty; they were not fired with 
that fpirit of independence which animates us to 
fake off the yoke, but with that- impatience which 
makes us wifh to change our fovereign. 

But the chief weaknefs of the kingdom.of Syria’ 
{prung from that of the court, where fuch monarchs 
piefided as were fucceffors to Darius, not to Alex- 
ander. Luxury, vanity, and effeminacy, which have 
prevailed through all ages in the Afiatic courts, tri- 
umphed more particularly in that of Syria: the evil 


t 4 
(2) I have given the reafon of this in the xvii. mee 


Borrowed partly from the geographical difpofition of the two 
empires, ~ 
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infe€ted the common people and the’ foldiers, and 
catched the very Romans themfelves; fince the war, 
in which they engaged againft Antiochus, is the 
true aera of their corruption. 

Such was the condition of the kingdom of Syria, 
when Antiochus, who had performed fuch mighty 
things, declared war againft the Romans. But he did 
not conduét himfelf in it with the wifdom which 
is even employed in common affairs: Hannibal re- 
quefted, either to have the war revived in Italy, 
and Philip bribed; or elfe that he might be pre. 
vailed upon to ftand neuter. Antiochus did not 
follow any part of this advice: he appeared in 
Greece with only a fmall part of his forces, and as | 
though he were come merely to fee the war, not 
to carry it on, he followed nothing but his pleafures, 
by which means he was defeated and fled out of 
Afia, terrified rather than conquered. : 

Philip, who was dragged to this war by the Ro- 
mans, as though a flood had fwept him along, em- 
ployed his whole power in their fervice, and be- 
came the inftrument of their victories; the plea- 
fure of taking vengeance of, and laying wafte Æ- 
tolia; the promife made him of leffening the tri- 
bute he paid, and of leaving him the poffeffion of 
certain cities; fome perfonal jealoufy of Antiochus; 
in a word, a few inconfiderable motives fwayed his 
refolutions; and not daring fo much as to think 
of fhaking off the yoke, he only confidered how 
he might beft lighten it. 

Antiochus formed fo wrong a judgment of things, 
as to fancy that the Romans would not moleft him 
in Afia ; however, they followed him thither ; he was 
again overcome, and, in his confternation, confent- 
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ed to the moft infamous treaty that ever was con- 
cluded by fo mighty a prince. 

Icannot recolle& any thing fo magnanimous, as 
a refolution taken by a monarch in our days (a), 
to bury himfelf under the ruins of the throne, ra- 
ther than accept of terms unworthy of a king: fo 
haughty was his foul that he could not ftoop lower 
than his misfortunes had thrown him; and he was 
very fenfible, that courage may, but infamy never 
can, give freth ftrength to the regal diadem. 

We often meet with princes who have {kill 
enough to fight a battle, but with very few. that 
have the talents requifite for carrying on a war; 
who are equally capable of making a proper ufe of 
fortune and of waiting for her; and who join toa 
frame of mind, which raifes fufpicions before it 
executes, fuch a difpofition as makes them fearlefs 
after they have once executed. 

After the depreffion of Antiochus, only fome in- 
confiderable powers remained, if we except Egypt, 
which, from the advantage of its fituation, its ferti- 
lity, its commerce, the great number of its inhabi- 
tants, its naval and land forces, might have been for- 
midable; but the cruelty of its kings, their coward- 
ice, their avarice, their imbecillity, and their enorm-. 
ous fenfualities, made them fo odious to their fub-. 
jects, that they fupported themfelves, for the moft 
part, by the protection of the Romans. 

- It was a kind of fundamental law, with regard 
to the crown of Egypt, that the fifters thould fuc-, 
ceed with the brothers ; and in order to preferve u- 
nity in the government, the brother was married to’ 
the fifter. Now it is fcarce poffible to figure any 


b (a) Lewis XIV. 
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thing more pernicious in politics than fuch an orde 
of fucceffion; for as all the little domeftic feuds rok 
fo high as to diforder the ftate; whichfoever of the 
two parties had the leaft difcontent, immediateh 
excited againft the other the inhabitants of Alex: | 
andria, a numberlefs multitude, always prepared to | 
join with the firft of their kings who fhould rouze | 
them; fo that there were for ever princes who 
agtually reigned, and pretenders to the crown. And | 
as the kingdoms of Cyrene and Cyprus were genes 
rally poffeffed by other princes of that houfe, who — 
laid their refpective claims to the whole; by that 
means the throne of thefe princes was ever totter: 
ing; and being indifferently fettled at home, they 
had no power abroad. 

The forces of the kings of Egypt, like thofe of 
the Afiatic monarchs, were compofed of auxiliary 
Greeks. Befides the {pirit of liberty, of honour, and 
of glory, which animated the latter people, they were 
inceflantly employed in bodily exercifes of every 
kind. In all their chief cities games were inftituted, 
wherein the victors were crowned in the prefence of 
all Greece, which raifed a general emulation: now, 
in an age when combatants fought with arms, the 
fuccefs of which depended on their ftrength and 
dexterity, it is natural to fuppofe that men, thus 
exercifed, muft have had a great advantage over 
croud of Barbarians, who were enlifted at random 
and dragged indifcriminately into the field, as wil 
evident from the armies of Darius. 

The Romans, in order to soonest the kings of 
fuch a body of foldiery, and to bereave them, bu 
in an eafy filent manner, of their principal forces, 


obferved two things: firft, they eftablifhed by in 
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fenfible degrees as a maxim, with refpect to all the 
cities of Greece, that they fhould not conclude any 
‘alliance, give any fuccour, or make war againft any 
nation whatfoever without their confent: fecondly, 
in their treaties with (a) kings, they forbad them 
to levy any forces from among the allies of the 
Romans, by which means, thofe monarchs were 
reduced to employ their national troops only. 


CoH SACP" TE nV 


The Conduct which the Romans obferved, in order 
to fubdue all nations. 


FN URING the courfe of fo mighty a profperi- 
D ty, in which it is ufval for mankind to for- 
get themfelves, the fenate continued to act with the 
: fame depth of judgment; and whilft their armies 
were {preading an univerfal terror, they would not 
‘fuffer thofe to rife who were once depreffed. 

A tribunal arofe which judged all nations: at the 
 clofe of every war they determined the rewards or 
punifhments which every one had merited: they 
took away, from the vanquifhed people, part of 
their lands, and gave them to their allies, in which 
they did two things; they engaged, in the interefts 

of Rome, princes from whom they had little to 
fear, and much to hope; and they weakened o- 
thers from whom they had nothing to hope, and 
every thing to fear. 


(a) They had before obferved this political condu@ with 
regard to the Carthaginians, whom they obliged by the treaty 
coneluded“with them, to employ no longer auxiliary troops, 
aS appears from a fragment of Dion. 
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In warring with an enemy they made ufe of 
their allies, but immediately extirpated the deftroy 
ers. Philip was overcome by the affiftance of the 
JEtolians, who were deftroyed prefently after, fo 
having joined themfelves to Antiochus. This king 


but after the moft confpicuous rewards had been 
beftowed upon them, they were depreffed for ever, 


peace concluded with Perfeus. 

When the Romans were oppofed by feveral e 
nemies at the fame time, they granted a truce to 
the weakeft, who thought themfelves happy in ob 
taining it; confidering it as a great advantage, 
that their-ruin had been fufpended. 

‘When they were engaged in a mighty war, the 
fenate winked at wrongs of every kind, and filently 
waited the feafon proper for daii if at any 
time a people fent them the offenders, they refuf 
ed to punith them, chufing rather to confider the 
whole nation as guilty, and referve to themfelves 
a ufeful vengeance. 

As they made their enemies fuffer inexpreffible 
evils, very few leagues were formed againft them} 
for he, who was at the greateft diftance from the 
danger, did not care to come near it. 

For this reafon war was feldom denounced againft 
them, but themfelves always made it a feafon, in the 
manner, and with a people, as beft fuited their ins 
tereft; and among the great number of nations they 
invaded, there were very few but would have fub- 
mitted to injuries of every kind, provided they could 
but be fuffered to live in peace. 

As it was ufual for them to deliver themfelvet 
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always in a magifterial way; fuch embaffadorsas they 
I fent to nations who had not yet felt the weight of 
| their power, were fure to meet with ill treatment, 
| which furnifhed them with a fure (a) pretence to 
| engage in a new war. 
| As they never concluded a peace with fincerity 
jand integrity, and intended a general invafion, their 
| treaties were properly only fo many fufpenfions from 
i war; they inferted fuch conditions in them, as al- 
_ Ways paved the way to the ruin of thofe ftates which 
) accepted them : they ufed to fend the garrifons out of 
‘the {trong holds: they regulated the number of the 
|land forces, or had the horfes and elephants deliver- 
ed up to them; and, in cafe this people were power- 
ful at fea, they obliged them to burn their fhips, and 
fometimes to remove higher up in the country. 
After having deftroyed the armies of a prince, 
they drained his treafury, by impofing a heavy tri- 
‘bute, or taxing him immoderately, under colour of 
Making him defray the expence of the war: a new 
fpecies of tyranny, which obliged him to opprefs 
his fubjeéts, and thereby lofe their affeCtion. 
_ Whenever they granted a peace to fome prince, , 
they ufed to take one of his brothers or children 
by way of hoflage, which gave them an opportuni- 
ty of raifing, at pleafure, commotions in his king- 
dom; when they had the next heir among them, 
it was their cuftom to intimidate the poffeffor: had 
they only a prince of a remote degree, they made ufe 
of him to foment the infurreétions of the populace. 
Whenever any prince or people withdrew their 
allegiance from their fovereign, they immediately in- 


_ (a) See an example of this, in their war with the Dalma- 
tians. See Polybius, 
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dulged them the title of (2) ally to the Romans: 
by which means they became facred and inviolable; 
fo that there was no monarch, how formidable fo: 
ever, who could rely one moment upon his fub- 
jects, or even upon his own family. è 

Although the title of their ally was a kind of fer- 
vitude, (b) yet was it very much fought after; for 
thofe who enjoyed it were fure to receive no inju- 
ries but from them, and had reafon to flatter thems 
felves fuch would be lefs grievous. Hence nations 
and kings were ready to undertake any kind of fer= 
vices, and fubmitted to the meaneft and moft abje& 
acts, merely for the fake of obtaining it. 

They had various kinds of allies; fome were 
united to them by privileges and a participation in 
their grandeur, as the Latins and the Hernici; others 
by their very fettlements, as their colonies; fome by 
good offices, as Mafiniffa, Eumenes, and Attalus, who 
were obliged to them for their kingdoms or their 
exaltation; others by free and unconftrained trea- 
ties; and thefe by the long continuation of the al- 
liance, became fubjects, as the kings of Egypt, Bi- 
thynia, Cappadocia, and moft of the Grecian cities; 
in fine, many by forced and involuntary treaties, 
and by the law of their fubjetion, as Philip and 
Antiochus; for every peace the Romans granted an 
enemy, included alfo an alliance with him; or, in 
other words, they made every nation fubdued by 
them contribute to the depreffion of others. 

When they permitted any cities the enjoyment 


(a) See particularly their treaty with the Jews-in the rft 
book of the Maccabees, chap. vill. 

(b) Ariarathes offered a facrifice to the gods, fays Polybius, 
by way of thanks for having obtained their alliance. 
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of their liberties, they immediately raifed two (a) 
fa&tions in them, one of which defended the laws 
and liberties of the country, whilft the other aflerted, 
that the will of the Romans was the only law; and 
as the latter faction was always the moft powerful, 
it is plain fuch a liberty could be but a mere name. 

They fometimes poffefled themfelves of a coun- 
try upon pretence of being heirsto it. They entered 
Afia, Bithynia, and Libya by the laf wills of Atta- 
lus, of Nicomedes (b), and of Appion; and Egypt 
was enflaved by that of the king of Cyrene. 

To keep great princes for ever in a weak con- 
dition, they would not fufler them to conclude an 
alliance with thofe nations to whom they had grant- 
ed theirs (c); and as they did not refufe it to any 
people who bordered upon a powerful prince, this 
condition, inferted in a treaty of peace, deprived 
him of all his allies. > 

Befides, when they had overcome any confidera- 
ble prince, one of the articles of the treaty was, 
that he fhould not make war, upon account of a- 
ny feuds of his own, with the allies of the Romans 
(that is to fay, generally with all his neighbours ;) 
but fhould fubmit them to arbitration, which de- 
prived him of a military power for time to come. 

And in order to keep the fole poffeffion of it in 
their own hands, they bereaved their very allies of 
this force. The inftant thefe had the leaft conteft,. 
they fentembaffadors, who obliged them to conclude 
a peace: we need but confider the manner in which 
they terminated the wars of Attalus and Prufias, 

(a) See Polybius on the cities of Greece. 

(5) The fon of Philopator. (c) This was Antioehus’s cafe, 
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‘When any prince had gained fuch a conqueft as 
often had exhaufted him, immediately a Roman 
embaffador came and wrefted it out of his hands ; 
among a multitude of examples, we may remem-- 
ber how they, with a fingle word, drove Antiochus 
out of Egypt. 

Fully fenfible how well the European nations 
were turned for war, they eftablifhed as a law, that 
no (a) Afiatic monarch fhould be fuffered to come 
into Europe, and there invade any people whatfo- 
ever. ‘The chief motive of their declaring war a- 
gainft Mithridates (4) was, for his having fubdued 
fome barbarians contrary to this prohibition, 

When they faw two nations engaged in war, al- 
though they were not in alliance, nor had any con- 
telt with either of them, they neverthelefs appear- 
ed upon the ftage of ation, and like our knight- 
errants, always fided with the weakeft: it was an 
(c) antient cuftom, fays Dionyfius Halicarnaffeus, 
for the ‘Romans to grant fuccour to all who came 
to implore ir. 

Thefe cuftoms of the Romans were not certain 
particular incidents, which happened by chance, but 
were fo many invariable principles; and this-is eafy 
to perceive; for the maxims they put in practice a- 
gainft the greate{t monarchs were exactly the fame 
with thofe they had employed in their infant ftate, 
againft the little cities which ftood round them. 


(a) The order fent to Antiochus, even before the war, for 
him not to crofs into Europe, was made general with regard 
to all other kings. 

(b) Appian. de Bello Mithridat. 

(c) A fragment of Dionyfius, copied from the extract of 
embaffics, made by Conftantine Porphyrogenneta. 
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_ They made Eumenes and Mafiniffa contribute to 
the fubjection of Philip and Antiochus, as they had 
before employed the Latins and the Hernici to fub- 
due the Volfcians and the Tufcans: they obliged the 
Carthaginians and the kings of Afia to furrender their 
fleets to them, in like manner as they had forced the 
citizens of Antium to give up their little veffels. 

Whenever there happened any feud in a ftate, 
they immediately made themfelves judges of it, and 
thereby were fure of having that party only, whom 
they condemned, for their enemy. If princes of the 
fame blood were at variance for the crown, they 
fometimes declared them both kings, and by this 
means crufhed the power of both; if one of them 
was a (a) minor, they declared in his favour, and 
made themfelves his guardians in quality of pro- 
tectors of the world; for they had carried matters 
to fo high a pitch, that nations and kings were their 
fubjects, without knowing direétly upon what right 
or title; it being a maxim, that the bare hearing 
of their names was fufficient for a people to ac- 
knowlege them their fovereigns. 

When any ftate compofed too formidable a bo. 
dy from its fituation or union, they never failed to 
divide it. The republic of Achaia was formed by 
an affociation of free cities; the fenate declared, that 
every city fhould from that time be governed by 
its own laws, independent on the general authority. 


(a) To enable themfelves to ruin Syria, in quality of guara 
dians, they declared in favour of the fon of Antiochus, who 
was but a child, in oppofition to Demetrius, who was their 
hoftage, and conjured them to do him juttice, crying, that 
Rome was his mother, and the fenators his fathers, 
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The commonwealth of Boeotia rofe likewife 
from a league made between feveral cities; but, as 
in the war of Perfeus, one city declared for that 
prince, and others for the Romans, the latter re- 
ceived them into favour, when the common alli- 
ance was diffolved. 

Macedonia was furrounded by inacceffible moun- 
tains: the fenate divided it into four parts; decla- 
red thofe free; prohibited them every kind of al- 
liance among themfelves by marriage; carried off 
all the nobles into Italy, and by that means reduced 
this power to nothing. 

Had a great monarch who reigned in our time 
followed thefe maxims when he faw a neighbour- ` 
ing prince dethroned, he would have employed a 
ftronger force in his fupport, and have confined him 
to the ifland which continued faithful to him. By 
dividing the only power that could have oppofed 
his defigns, he would have drawn infinite advan- 
tages even from the misfortunes of his ally. 

The Romans never engaged in far-diftant wars, 
till they had firft made an alliance with fome power 
contiguous to the enemy they invaded, who might 
unite his troops to the army they fent; and as this 
was never confiderable with regard to numbers, 
they always had (a) another in that province which 
lay neareft the enemy, and a third in Rome, ever 
ready to march at a moment’s warning. In this 
manner they never hazarded but a {mall part of 
their forces, whilft their enemy ventured all his. 

They fometimes infidioully perverted the fubtil- 
ty of the terms of their language: they deftroyed 
Carthage, upon pretence that they had promifed to 


(a) This was their conftant practice, as appears from hiftory. 
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preferve the Civitas not the Urbs. It is well known 
in what manner the Atolians, who had abandoned 
themfelves to their faith, were impofed upon; the 
Romans pretended, that the fignification of thefe 
words, abandon one’s felf to the faith of an enemy, 
implied the lofs of all things, of perfons, lands, cities, 
temples, and even of burial places. 

The Romans would even go fo far, as to give 
arbitrary explanations to treaties: thus, when they 
were refolved to deprefs the Rhodians, they declared, 

that they had formerly given them Lycia, not by 
way of prefent, but as a friend and ally. 

‘When one of their generals concluded a peace, 
merely to preferve his army which was juft upon 
the point of being cut to pieces, the fenate, who did 
not ratify it, took advantage of this peace, and con- 
tinued the war. Thus when Jugurtha had furround- 
edan army of Romans, and permitted them to march 
away unmolefted, upon the faith of a treaty, thefe 
‘very troops he had faved were employed againft him : 
and when the Numantians had reduced twenty thou- 
fand Romans juft perithing with hunger, to the ne- 
ceflity of fuing for peace; this peace, which had fav- 
ed the lives of fo many thoufand citizens, was broke 
at Rome, and the public faith was eluded by (a) 
fending back the conful who had figned it. 

They fometimes would conclude a peace with a 
monarch upon reafonable conditions, and the inftant 
he had figned them, they added others of fo injurious 
a nature, that he was forced to renew the war. Thus, 


(a) After Claudius Glycias had granted the Corficans a peace, 
the fenate gave orders for renewing the war againft them, and de- 
divered up Glycias to the inhabitants of the ifland, who would not 
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when they had forced Jugurtha to (a) deliver up his 
elephants, his horfes, his treafures, and his deferters, 
they required him to furrender up his perfon, which 
being the greateft calamity that can befal a prince, 
cannot for that reafon be ever made an article ofpeace, 

In fine, they fet up a tribunal over kings, whom 
they judged for their particular vices and crimes: 
they heard the complaints of all perfons who had 
any difpute with Philip: they fent deputies with 
them by way of fafeguard, and obliged Perfeus to 
appear before thefe to anfwer for certain murders 
and certain quarrels he had with fome inhabitants 
of the confederate cities. 

As men judged of the glory of a general by the 
quantity of the gold and filver carried in his tri- 
umph, the Romans firipped the vanquifhed enemy 
of ali things. Rome was for ever enriching itfelf; 
and every war they engaged in, enabled them to 
undertake a new one. 

All the nations, who were either friends or con- 
federates, quite (4) ruined themfelves by the im- 
menfely rich prefents they made, in order to pro- 
cure the continuance of the favours already beftow- 
ed upon them, or to obtain greater; and half the 
monies which ufed to be fent upon thefe occafions 
to the Romans, would have fufficed to conquer them. 


receive him, Every one knows what happened at the Furcae 
Caudinae. 

(a) They aéted the fame part with regard to Viriatus: after 
having obliged him to give up the deferters, he was ordered to 
furrender up his arms, to which neither himfelf nor his army 
could confent. Fragment of Dion. 

(b) The prefents which the fenate ufed to fend kings were 
mere trifles, as an ivory chair and ftaf, or a robe like that 
worn by their own magiftrates, 
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Being matters of the univerfe, they arrogated to 
themfelvesall the treafures of it; and were lefs unjuft 
robbers, confidered as conquerors, than confidered as 
legiflators. Hearing that Ptolemy king of Cyprus was 
poffeifed of immenfe wealth, they (2) enatted a law, 
propofed by a tribune, by which they gave to them- 
felves the inheritance of a man ftill living,and confifca- 
ted to their own ufe the eftates ofa confederateprince. 

In a little time the greedinefs of particular per- 
fons quite devoured whatever had efcaped the public 

-avarice; magiftrates and governors ufed to fell their 
injuftice to kings: two competitors would ruin one 
another, for the fake of purchafing an ever-dubious 
protection again a rival who was not quite un- 
done; for the Romans had not even the juftice of 
robbers, who preferve a certain probity in the ex- 
ercife of guilt. In fine, as rights, whether lawful or 
ufurped, were maintained by money only; princes, 
„to obtain it, defpoiled temples, and confifcated the 
poffeflions of the wealthieft citizens; a thoufand 
crimes were committed, purely for the fake of giv- 
ing to the Romans all the money in the univerfe. 

But nothing was of greater advantage to this peo- 
ple than the awe with which they ftruck the whole 
earth: in an inftant, kings were put to filence, and 
feemed as though they were ftupid; no regard was 
had to their eminence, but their very perfons were 
attacked; to hazard a war, was to expofe themfelves 
to captivity, to death, to the infamy of a triumph. 
Thus kings, who lived in the midt of pomps and 


(a) Divitiarum tanta fama erat, fays Florus, ut victor gentium 
populus, et donare regna confuetus, focii virique regis conff- 
cationem mandaverit, lib. iii. c. 9. 
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pleafures, did not dare to fix their eyes ftedfaftly 
on the Roman people; and their courage failing 
them, they hoped to fufpend a littie the miferies 
with which they were threatened, by their patience 
and fubmiffive actions. 

Obferve, I intreat you, the conduct of the Ro- 
mans. After the defeat of Antiochus they were 
pofiefled of Africa, Afia, and Greece, without hav- 
ing fearce a fingle city in thefe countries that were 
immediately their own. They feemed to conquer 
with no other view but to beftow ; but then they ob- 
tained focompletea fovereignty, that whenever they 
engaged in war with any prince, they oppreffed him, 
as it were, with the weight of the whole univerfe. 
-The time proper for feizing upon the conquered 
countries was not yet come: had the Romans kept 
the cities they took from Philip, the Greeks would 
have feen at once into their defigns: had they, af- 
ter the fecond Punic war, or that with Antiochus, 
poffeffed themfelves of lands in (4) Africa and in 
Afia, they could never have preferved conquefts fo 
flightly eftablifhed. 

It was the intereft of the Romans to wait tilt 
all nations were accuftomed to obey, as free and 
as confederate, before they fhould attempt to 
command over them as fubjetts; and to let them 
blend and lofe themfelves, as it were, by little and 
little, in the Roman commonwealth. 

See the treaty (b) which they made with the La- 


(a) They did not dare to venture their coloniesin thofe coun- 
tries; but chofe rather to raife an éternal jealoufy between the 
Carthaginians and Mafinifla, and to make ‘both thefe powers 
aifitt them in the conqueft of Macedonia and Greece. 

(b) Itis related by Dion. Hal. Lib, vi. c. 95. edit. Oxon, 
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tins after the victory at the lake of Regillum: it 
was a principal foundation of their power. There 
is not the moft diftant hint in it of any fubjeCtion 
on the part of the Latins. 

_ This was a flow way of conquering: after over- 
coming a nation, they contented themfelves with 
weakening it; they impofed fuch conditions as con- 
fumed it infenfibly: if it recovered, they depreffed 
it {till more, and it became fubjeét, without a pof- 
fibility of dating the firft aera of its fubjeétion. 

Thus Rome was not properly either a monarchy, 
or a commonwealth, but the head of a body com- 
pofed of all the nations in the univerfe. 

Had the Spaniards, after the conqueft of Mexico 
and Peru,followed this plan they would nothave been 
obliged to deftroy all, for the fake of preferving all. 

It is a folly in conquerors to force their own 
laws and cuftoms on all nations; fuch a conduét is 
of very ill confequence, for men are capable of 
obeying under all kinds of government. 

But as Rome did not DP any general laws, 
the nations did not form any dangerous affociati- 
ons; they formed one body no otherwife than by 
a common obedience; and were all Romans with- 
out being countrymen. 

It perhaps will be objected, that no empires found- 
ed on the laws of fiefs were ever durable or power- 
ful. But nothing could be fo Sant iékotay as the 
plan of the Romans and that of the Goths; and 
juf to mention thefe plans, the former was a work 
of ftrength, the latter of weaknefs: in the one, fub- 
jection was extreme; in the other, independence; 
in the Gothic flates, power was lodged in the vaffals, 
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and the right of judging only in the prince; where- 
as it was the reverfe in the Roman government. 


Gel eA eye, Reeve, 


How it was poffible for Mithridates to refi/? the 


ROMANS. 


MONG the feveral kings whom the Romans 
A invaded, Mithridates was the only one who 
made a courageous defence and expofed them to 
danger. : 

His dominions were fituated to wonderful ad- 
vantage for carrying on a war with them: they bor- 
dered on the inacceflible countries of mount Cau- 
cafus, peopled with favage nations, whom that prince 
could call to his affiftance; they thence extended 
along the fea of Pontus, which Mithridates covered 
with his fhips, and he wasinceffantly purchafing new 
armies of Scythians: Afia was open to his invafi- 
ons, and he was rich, becaufe his cities, fituated on 
the Pontus Euxinus, carried on an advantageous 
traffic with nations lefs induftrious than themfelves. 

Profcriptions, the cuftom of which began at this 
time, had forced feveral Romans to leave their coun. 
try. Thefe were received by Mithridates with open 
arms, and he formed legions (a) into which he en- 


(c) Frontin. Stratagem. lib. ii, tells us, that Archelaus, lieu- 
tenant of Mithridates, engaging againft Sylla, pofted, in the 
firft rank, his chariots armed with {cythes, in the fecond his 
phalanx, in the third his auxiliaries armed after the Roman 
way; mixtis fugitivis Italiae, quorum pervicaciae multum fide- 
bat. Mithridates even made an alliance with Sertorius, ~See 
alfo Plutarch, life of Lucullus, 
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| “corporated thofe exiles, who proved the beft foldiers 
in his army. 

On the other fide, the Romans, difordered by 
inteftine divifions, and threatened with more im- 
minent dangers, neglected the affairs of Alia, and 
fuffered Mithridates to purfue his victories, or take 
breath after his defeats. 

Nothing had contributed more to the ruin of 
moft kings, than the manifeft defire they fhewed for 
peace: by this, they had prevented all other nations 
from dividing with them a danger, from which they 
were fo anxious to extricate themfelves: but Mi- 

` thridates immediately made the whole world fen- 
‘fible, that he was an enemy to the Romans, and 
would be fo eternally. 

In fine, the cities of Greece and Afia, finding the 
Roman yoke grow more intolerable every day, re- 
-pofed their wile confidence in this barbarous 
king, who invited them to liberty. 

This difpofition of things gave rife to. three 
mighty wars, which form one of the nobleft parts 

of the Roman hiftory, and for this reafon: we do 

not, on this occafion, read of princes already over- 
come by luxury and pride, as Antiochus and Ti- 
granes; nor by fear, as Philip, Perfeus and Jugurtha ; 
but a magnanimous king, who in adverfity, like a 
lion that gazes upon his wounds, was fired with 
the greater indignation upon that account. 

This part of the Roman hifory is fingular, be- 
caufe it abounds with perpetual and ever unexpect- 
ed revolutions; for as on one fide, Mithridates could 
eafily recruit his armies, fo it appe eared, thatin thole 
reverfes of fortune, in which kings ftand in great- 


eft need of obedience, anda ftri&t difcipline, his bar- 
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barian forces forfook him: as he had the art of 
enticing nations, and ftirring up cities to rebellion, 
fo was he likewife betrayed by his captains, his 
children and his wives; in fine, as he was fome- 
times oppofed by unexperienced Roman generals, 
fo there was fent againft him, at other times, Sylla, 
‘Lucullus, and Pompey. 

This prince, after’ having defeated the Roman 
generals, and conquered Afia, Macedonia, and 
Greece; having been vanquifhed, in his turn, by 
Sylla; confined by a treaty to his former limits, 
and harraffed by the Roman generals; having been 
once more fuperior to them, and conqueror of A- 
fia; driven away by Lucullus; purfued into his 
own country; cbliged to fly for fhelter to Tigra- 
nes, and defeated with him: finding this monarch 
irrecoverably loft, and depending merely upon him- 
felf for fuccour, he took fan€tuary in his own do- 
minions, and re-afcended the throne. 

Lucullus was fucceeded by Pompey, who guite o- 
verpowered Mithridates. He then flies out of his do- 
minions,and crofling the Araxes, marches from dan- 
ger to danger through the country of the Lazi, and 
affembling in his way all the barbarians he met with, 
appeared in the Bofphorus againft his fon (a) Mac- 
chares, who had reconciled himfelf to the Romans. 

Although plunged in fo deep an abyfs, he yet 
(b) formed a defign of making Italy the feat of the 
war, and of marching to Rome at the head of thofe 
nations who enflaved it fome years after, and by 
the fame way thefe now took. 


(2) Mithridates had made him king of the Bofphorus. News 
being brought of his father’s arrival, he difpatched him felf, 
(b) See Appian, de Bello Mithridatice. 


RoMAN Empire. 85 


Betrayed by Pharnaces, another of his fons, and 
by an army terrified at the greatnefs of his enter- 
prizes and the perils he was going in fearch of, he 
died in a manner worthy a king. 

It was then that Pompey, in the rapidity of ah 
victories, completed the pompous work of the Ro- 
man grandeur: he united, to the body of its em- 
pire, countries of a boundlefs extent, which, how- 
ever, heightened the Roman magnificence rather 
than increafed its power; and though it appeared 
by the titles carried in his triumph, that he had 
increafed the revenue of the public treafury (a) 
above a third, there-yet was no augmentation in 
power, and the public liberty was thereby only 
expofed to the greater danger. 


GHA jus T E OE i 
Of the , Divift ons which e fubfi a in the City, 


\ $ T HILST yik was conquering ‘the world, 

a hidden war was carrying on within its 
walls: thefe fires were like thofe of vulcanos, which 
break out the inftant they are fed by fome combu- 
ftible fubftance. 

After the expulfion of the kings, the government 
became ariftocratical: the patrician families only, 
obtained all the employments and dignities in the 
(b) ftate, and confequently all (c) honours civil and 
military. 

(a) Sce Plutarch in the life of Pompey ; and Zenoras, lib. ii, 

(b) The Patricians were invefted, in fome meafure, with a 
facred character, and they only were allowed to take the aufpi- 
ces. See in Livy, book vi. the fpeech of Appius Claudius. 

(c) As for inftance, they alone were permitted to a 
fince they alone could be confuls and generais, 
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The patricians being determined to prevent, if 
pocble, the return of the kings, endeavoured to 
foment the refilefs principle which now prevailed 
in the minds of the people; but they did more than 
they would willingly have done; by attempting to 


infpire them with a hatred for kings, they fired them | 


with an inordinate thirft for liberty. As the royal au- 
thority had develved entirely upon the confuls, the 
people found they were far from poffeffing that liber- 
‘ty they were taught to idolize; they therefore fought 
for methods by which they might deprefs the con- 
fulate; procure plebeian magiftrates; and fhare the 
Curule, or greater employments,’ with the nobles, 
The patricians were forced to comply with all the 
demands of the people; for in a city -where pover- 
ty was the public virtue; where wealth, that clan- 
deftine path to power, was defpifed, neither birth 
nor dignities could beftow any great advantages: 
it-was therefore neceflary for power to fall into the 
hands of the greater number, and for ariftocracy to 
change by infenfible degrees into a popular ftate. 
Thofe, who are fubordinate to a king, are lefs 
tortured with envy and jealoufy than fuch as live 
under an hereditary ariftocracy: the prince is at fo 
great a diftance from his fubjeéts that he is fearce 
feen by them; and is raifed fo far above them, that 
they cannot conceive any relation capable of giving 
them difguft. But when the nobles prefide in a 
ftate, they are expofed to the eyes of all men, and 
are not feated fo high as to prevent odious compa- 
rifons from being made perpetually; and, indeed, 
the people have detefted fonators, in this and in all 
ages. Such commonwealths, in which birth does not 
beftow any fhare in the legiflature, are the happieft 
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in this refpect; for it is natural that the people 
fhould not bear fo much envy to an authority, 
which they beftow on whom they think proper, and 
refume at will. 

The people being difguited at the patricians, 
withdrew to the facred hill (Mons facer); whither 
deputies being fent, they were appeafed : and as they. 
all made a promife to affift one another, in cafe tre 
patricians fhould not perform their (a) engagement, 
which would have created feditions every moment, 
and difturbed all the magiftrates in the exercife of 
their functions; it was judged better to create an 
officer (5), who might protect the people againft 
any injuftice that fhould be done them:. but by-a 
malady for ever incident to man, the plebeians, who. 
had obtained tribunes merely for their own defence, 
employed thofe very magiftrates to annoy others ; 
fo that they fiript, by infenfible degrees, the patri- 
cians of all their privileges. This gave rife to ever- 
lafting contefts: the people were fupported, or ra- 
ther animated, by their tribunes; and the patricians 
were defended by the fenate, the greateft part of 
which confifted of patricians, who were more in- 
clined to favour the antient maxims, and afraid that 
the populace would raife fome tribune to arbitra- 
ry power. 

The people employed, in the defence of this ma- 
giftrate, their own ftrength, and the fuperiority they 
had in the fuffrages, their refufal to march into the 
field, their threats to go quite away, the partiality 
of the laws, in fine, their judiciary fentences again{t 


(2) Zonares, lib, ii. 
(2) Origin of the tribunes of the people, 
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thofe who had oppofed them too vigeroufly: the. 
fenate defended themfeives by their wifdom, their 
juftice, and the love they infpired into all for their, 
country; by their beneficence, and the prudent di- 
{tribution of the treafures of the commonwealth; 
by the veneration which the people had for the glo- 
ry of the principal (a) families, and the virtue of 
illuftrious perfonages; by religion itfelf, the antient 
inftitutions, and the prohibition of days of public 
meeting, upon pretence that the aufpices had not 
been favourable; by their clients, by the oppofition 
of one tribune to another; by the creation of a (6) 
dictator, the occupations of a new war, or the mif- 
fortunes and calamities which united all parties; in 


a word, by a paternal condefcenfion, in granting | 


the people part of their demands, purpofely to make 
them relinquith the reft; and by that ftedfaft max- 


(a) The people had fo great a veneration for the chief fami- 
lies, that although they had obtaincd the privilege of creating 
plebeian military tribunes, who were invefted with the fame 
power as the confuls, they neverthelefs always made choice of 


patricians for this employment. They were obliged to put a : 


conftraint upon thernfelves, and to enaét, that one conful al- ` 


ways fhould be a Plebeian; and when fome Plebeian families 
_ were raifed to offices, the way was afterwards open to them 
without intermifiion. Jt was with difficulty that the people; 
notwithftanding the perpetual defire they had to deprefs the 
nobility, depreffed them in reality; and when they raifed to 
honours fome perfons of mean extra¢tion, as Varro and Marius, 
it coft them very great ftruggles. 

(4) The patricians, to defend themfelves, ufed to create a 
dictator, which proved of the greate(t advantage to them; but 
the plebeians, having obtained the privilege of being elected 
confuls, could alfo be eleéted di€tators, which quite difconecrted 
the patricians. See in Livy, lib. viii. in what manner Publius 
Philo depreffed them in his ditatorfhip. He enaéted three 
laws, by which they received the &ighelt prejudice. 


Roman EMPIRE. Sọ 


im, of preferring the fafety of the republic to the 
prerogatives of any order or public employment 
whatfoever. 

In procefs of time, when the plebeians had de- 
prefed the patricians to {fuch a degree, that this (a) 
diftinction of families was empty and fruitlefs, and 
that both were indifcrimimately raifed to honours, 
new contefts arofe between the populace, whom 
their tribunes fpirited up, and the chief families, 
whether patricians, or fuch plebeians as were ftyled 
noble, and were favoured by the fenate that was 
compofed of them: but, as the ancient manners 
fubfifted no more; as particular perfons were pof- 
feffed of immenfe wealth, and that it is impoffible 
but wealth muft give power; thefe nobles made a 
{ironger refiftance than the patricians had done, 
which occafioned the death of the Gracchi, and of 
(b) feveral perfons who followed their plan. 

I muft take notice of an office which contributed 
greatly to the happy polity of Rome; it was that 
of the cenfors. Thefe numbered or furveyed the 
(c) people: farther, as the ftrength of the common- 
wealth confifted in the ftrictnefs of difcipline, in the 
feverity of manners, and the uninterrupted obfer- 
vation of certain cuftoms; they corrected fuch er- 


(a) The patricians referved to themfelves only a few offices 
belonging to the priefthood, and the privilege of creating a ma- 
giftrate called interrex. 

(5) As Saturninus and Glaucias. 

(c) The cenfus or furvey of the citizens was a very prudent 
inftitution in it (elf: it was a furvey of the {tate of their affairs, 
and an enquiry into their power. It was founded by Servius 
Tullius, before whom, ascording to Eutropius, book i, the cen- 
fas was unknown, 
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rors and abufes as the legiflative power had not 
forefeen, nor the ordinary magiftrate (2) could not 
punith. Some bad examples are worfe than crimes, 
and a violation of manners has deftroyed more 
ftates, than the enfraétion of laws: in Rome, what- 
ever might tend to introduce dangerous novelties, 
‘to create a change in the minds or affections of the 
citizens, and prevent, if ‘I may ufe the expreflion, 
the perpetuity of it; all diforders and tumult¢ 
whether public or private, were reformed by the 
cenfors; thefe had authority to expel whomfoever 
they pleafed of the fenate; could take from a knight 
the horfe maintained for him at the public expences 
and degrade a citizen to the rank of fuch as com 
tributed to the maintenance of the magiftrates of 
the city, without enjoying the privileges of it; in 
a word, the cenfors took a view of the aétual fitu- 
ation of the republic, and diftributed the people (4) 


(2) The reader may fee in what manner thofe were degrad- 
ed who, after the battle of Cannae,’ were for leaving Italy; 
thofe who had furrendered to Hannibal, thofe who by an ine 
fidious and falfe interpretation, had forfeited their word. 

(2) The plebeians obtained, in oppofition to the patricians, 
that the laws and elections of magiftrates fhould be made by 
the people affembled by tribes and not by centuries. There 
were thirty five tribes, each of whom gave its vote; four be- 
longing to the city, and thirty one to the country. As there 
were but two profeflions among the Romans that were honour- 
able, war and hufbandry, the country tribes were had in great- 
eft confideration; and the four remaining ones admitted into 
their body that contemptible part of the citizens, who, having 
no lands to cultivate, were, if we may fo fay, but citizens by 
halves; the greateft part of them did not evcn go to war, for i in 
the nl ifting of foldiers the divifion of centuries was obferved; 
and thofe, who were members of the four city tribes, were ve- 
ry near the fame with thofe who in the divifion by centuries — 
were of the fixth clafs, in which no perfon was enrolled. Thus, 
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f among their various tribes in fuch a manner, as to 
i prevent the tribunes and perfons of an aipiring 
temper from engrofling the fuffrages, or the people 
from abufing their power. 
__M: Livius, (2) degraded the people themfelves, 
and reduced thirty four tribes out of the thirty five, 
| to the rank of thofe who had no thare in the pri- 
vileges of the city; for, faid this Roman, you firft 
condemned me, and ofits rds raifed me to the 
confulate and the cenforfhip; you therefore muft 
either have prevaricated once in punifhing me, or 
‘twice in creating me conful and afterwards cenfor. 

M. Duronius, .(4) tribune of the people, was 
expelled the fenate by. the cenfors, for having an- 
nulled, when in office, the law which limits the 
expences of feafis. 

The following inftitution was a very wife one; 
“no (c) magiftrate could be turned out of his em- 


“it was {carce poflible for the fuffrages to be in the hands of the 
populace, who were confined to their four tribes,and confequent- 
ly had very little influence in the management of affairs ; and this 
was looked upon as the bulwark of the republic: accordingly 
when Fabius ¥ again fhut up in the four city tribes the mean- 
erfort of the people whom Appius Claudius had difperfed among 
the others, he acquired the furname of Maximus; but as every 
one committed a thoufand frauds, for the fake of getting out 
of them, the cenfors had an opportunity of reforming this a- 
bufe every five years; and they incorporated into any tribe they 
Ppleafed, not only a citizen, but alfo bodies and whole orders. 
See the firft remark of chapter ix. See alfo Livy, lib. i. Decad.r’. 
in which the. diferent divifions of the people,“ made by Ser- 
vius Tullius, were very well explained: It was the fame body 

Of the people, but divided in various refpeets. 

(a) Livy, lib. xxix. (b) Val. Max. lib. ii. 

(c) The dignity of ‘fenator was not a public office or em- 
ployment. 
* Sce Livy, B. ix. 
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ployment, becaufe that would have difturbed the 
exercife of the public power; but they divefled fuch 
a man of his order and rank, and deprived, as it 
were, a citizen of his particular nobility. 

The government of Rome was wonderful in this 
refpect; ever fince the foundation of that city, it 
conftitution was fuch, either from the genius of the 
people, the flrength of the fenate, or the authority 
of certain magiftrates, that every abufe of power 
might always be reformed in it. 

Carthage was deftroyed, becaufe, when abufes 
were to be retrenched, the citizens could not bear 
the hand even of their Hannibal. Athens fell, be 
caufe the errors of the people appeared fo lovely 
in their own eyes, that they would not be cured 
of them: and among us, thofe Italian republics 


ought to boaft of nothing but the perpetuity of 
their abufes; nor indeed, do they enjoy greater li- 
berty (a) than Rome did under the Decemviri. 

The Britith government is one of the wifeft in 
Europe, becaufe there is a body which examines it 
perpetually, and is perpetually examining itfelf; and 
its errors are of fuch a nature, as never to be laft- 
ing, and are frequently ufeful by rouzing the at 
tention of the nation. 

In a word, a free government, that is to fa 
one for ever in motion, cannot fupport itfelf, u 
lefs its own laws are capable of correcting the 
diforders of it. 


+ 


(a) Nor even greater power. 
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li Two Caufes which deftroyed Rome. 
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b AJ HILST the fovereignty of Rome was con- 


fined to Italy, it was eafy for the common- 
wealth to fubfift: every foldier was at the fame time 
a citizen ; every conful raifed an army, and other 
citizens marched into the field under his fucceffor : 
as their forces were not very numerous, fuch (a) 
perfons only were received among the troops, as 
‘had poffeffions confiderable enough to make them 
interefted in the prefervation of the city; the fenate 
kept a watchful eye over the conduct of the ge- 
nerals, ‘and did not give them an opportunity of 
. | machinating any thing to the prejudice of their 
country. 

But after the legions had paffed the Alps and 
| croffed the fea, the foldiers, whom’ the Romans had 
been obliged to leave during feveral campaigns in 
the countries they were fubduing, loft infenfibly that 
genius and turn of mind which characterized a Ro- 
man citizen ; and the generals, having armies and 
Kingdoms at their difpofal, were fenfible of their 
own ftrength, and could no longer obey. 


fp 
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(4) The freedmen, and fuch as were called capite cenfi (be- 
caufe, being poflefled of little or nothing, they were fubject to 
the poll tax only) were not at firft enrolled among the land- 
forces, except in cafes of urgent neceflity: Servius Tullius had 
ranked them in the fixth clafs, and foldiers were levied out of 
the five firt only: but when Marius fet out againft Jugurtha, 
he enlifted all without diftin€tion. Milites feribere, fays Salluft, 
non modo majorum neque ex claffibus, fed, uti cujufque libido 
crat, capite cenfos plerofque.——De Bello Jugurthin. 
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The foldiers therefore began to acknowlege no | 
fuperior but their general; to. found their hopes of 
him only, and to view che city as from a great di 
ftance: they were no longer the foldiers of the re 
public, but of Sylla, of Marius, of Pompey, and o 
Caefar. The Romans could no longer tell, whe 
ther the perfon who headed an army in a provinee 
was their general or their enemy. 

So long as the people of Rome were corrupted 
by their tribunes only, on whom they could beftow 
nothing but their power, the fenate could eafily dé 
fend themfelves, becaufe they a€ted confiftently ant 
with one regular tenor; whereas the common peo: 
ple were continually fhifting from the extremes of 
fury to the extremes of cowardice; but when they 
were enabled to inveft their favourites with a for- 
midable exterior authority, the whole wifdom of 
the fenate was baffled, and the commonwealth was 
undone. The reafon why free-ftates are not fo pers 
manent as other forms of government, is, becaulé 
the misfortunes and fuccefies, which happen to them, 
generally occafion the lofs of liberty; whereas the 
fucceffes and misfortunes of an arbitrary govern 
ment contribute equally to the enflaving of the 
people. A wife republic ought not to run any ha 
zard which may expofe it to good or ill fortune; 
the only happinefs the feveral individuals of it fhould 
afpire after, is, to give perpetuity to their ftate. 

If the unbounded extent of the Roman empire 
proved the ruin of the republic, the vaft compafs of 
the city was no lefs fatal to it. 

The Romans had fubdued the whole univerfe by 
the affiftance of the nations of Italy, on whom they 
had beftowed various privileges at different times; 
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moft of thofe nations did not, at firft, fet any great 
| value on the freedom of the city of Rome, and fome 
) chofe rather to preferve their ancient ufages ; but 
‘when this privilege became that of univerfal fove- 
p" when a man, who was not a Roman ci- 
zen, was confidered as nothing, and, with this ti- 
tle, was all things, the people of Italy refolved ei- 
ther to be Romans, or die: not being able to ob- 
tain this by cabals and intreaties, they had recourfe 
‘to arms; and (b) rifing in all that part of Italy op- 
l polite to the Ionian fea, the reft of the allies were 
ing to follow their example: Rome being now 
forced to combat againft thofe who were, if I may 
he allowed the figure, the hands with which they. 
fhackled the univerfe, was upon the brink of ruin: 
‘the Romans were going to be confined merely. to 
their walls; they therefore granted this fo much 
wilhed-for (c) privilege, to allies, who had not yet 
been wanting in fidelity; and they indulged it, by 
infenfible degrees, to all other nations. 

í But now Rome was no longer that city, the in- 
habitants of which had breathed one and the fame 
fpirit, the fame love for liberty, the fame hatred of 


| (a) The Aqui faid in their affemblies, thofe in whofe power 
it was to chufe, have preferred their own laws to the freedom 
of the city of Rome, which was 4 neceflary penalty upon fuch 
as could not refute it. Liv. lib. ix. 
(b) The Afculani, the Marfi, the Veftini, the Marrucini, 
the Frentani, the Hirpini, the Pompeians, the Venufini, the 
payers. the Lucani, the Samnites and other nations. Appian, 
de Bello civil. lib. r. 
_ (c) The Tufcans, the Umbri, the Latins. This prompted 
fome nations to fubmit themfelves; and as thefe were alfo made 
citizens, others Jikewife laid down theirarms, fo that at laft there 
remained only the Samnites, who were extirpated. 
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tyranny; a city in which a jealoufy of the power 
of the fenate and of the prerogatives of the great 
(ever accompanied with refpect,) was only a love 
of equality. The nations of Italy (4) being made 
citizens of Rome, every city brought thither its ge- 
nius, its particular interefts, and its dependance on 
fome mighty protector: Rome being now rent and 
divided, no longer formed one entire body, and 
men were no longer citizens of it, but in a kin 
of fi€titious way; as there were no longer the fame 
magiftrates, the fame walls, the fame gods, the fam 
temples, the fame burying places; Rome was no 
longer beheld with the fame eyes; the citizens wer 
no longer fired with the fame love for their coun 
try, and the Roman fentiments were obliterated. ~ 

Cities and nations were now invited to Rome by” 
the ambitious, to difconcert the fuffrages, or influs 
ence them in their own favour ; the public afem- 
blies were fo many cmap remeies againft the ftate, 
and a tumultuous croud of feditious wretches were 
dignified with the title of Comitia. The authority 
of the people and their laws, nay that people thems 
felves, were no more than fo many chimaeras, and’ 
fo univerfal was the anarchy of thofe times, that it 
was not poffible to determine whether the people 
had made a law or not. l 

Authors enlarge very copioufly on the divifions 
which proved the. deftruétion of Rome, but their 
readers feldom difcover thofe divifions to have been 
always neceffary and inevitable. The grandeur of © 
the republic was the only fource of that calamity, — 


(a) Let the reader figure to himfelf this monftrous head, 
formed of all the nations of Italy, which, by the fuffrage of 
every individual, ‘governed the reft of the world. 
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and exafperated popular tumults into civil wars. 
Diffenfions were not to be prevented, and thofe 
martial {pirits, which were fo fierce and formidable 
abroad, could not be habituated to any confiderable 


moderation athome. Thofe who expeét, in a free ) 


ftate, to fee che people undaunted in war and pu- 
fillanimous in peace, .are certainly. defirous of im- 


) 


pofibilities, and it may be advanced as a general ) 
tule, that whenever a perfeét calm is vifible, in a 7 
fate that calls itfelfa republic, the sa of liberty / 


no longer fubfifts. 
: Union, in a body politic, is a very equivocal 
term:.true union is fuch a harmony as makes all 
the particular parts, as oppofite as they may feem 
to us, concur to the general welfare of the fociety, 
in the fame manner as difcords in mufic contribute 
to the general melody of found. Union may pre- 
vail in a ftate full of feeming commotions; or, in 
other words, there may be an harmony from whence 
fefults profperity, which alene is true peace, and 
may be confidered in the fame view, as the various 
parts of this univerfe, which are eternally connected 
by the aGtion of fome and the reaétion of others. 
* In adefpotic ftate indeed, which is every govern. 
ment where the power is immoderately exerted, a 
real divifion is perpetually kindled. The peafant, 
the foldier, the merchant, the magiftrate, and the 
randee, have no other conjunction than what arifes 
fom the ability of the one to opprefs the other, 
without refiftance ; and if at any time a union hap- 
pens to be introduced, citizens are not then united, 
but dead bodies are lad in the grave contiguous:to 
each other. 


S ~ 
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It muft be acknowleged that the Roman laws 
were too weak to govern the republic: but expe- 
rience has proved it to:be an invariable: fact,. that 
good laws, which raife the reputation and power of 
a {mall republic, become incOmmodious to it, when 
once its grandeur is eftablithed, becaufe it was their 
natural effect to make a great people, but not to 
govern them. 

The difference is very confiderable between good 
laws, and thofe which may.be called convenient ; 
between fuch laws as give a people dominion over 
others, and fuch as continue them in the pofleffion 
of power, when they have once acquired it. 

There is at this time a republic (a) in the world, 
of which few perfons have any knowlege,and which, 
by plans accomplithed in filence and fecrefy, is dai- 
ly enlarging its power. And certain it is, that if it 
ever rifes to that height of grandeur for which it 
{eems pre-ordained by its wifdom, it muft inevita- 
bly change its Jaws, and the neceflary innovations 
will not Be effected by any psa b but muft 
{pring from corruption itfelf., 

Rome was founded for prandeur,and its laws (4) 
had an admirable tendency to beftow it; for which 
reafon, in all the variations of her government, whee 
= imonakehy, ‘ariftocracy, or popular, -fhe con- 


4a) The Canton i Bern. 
die lise Roman government has. been thought NE by 
foine, becaufe i it was an intermixture of ` ‘monarchy, ariftocraty} 


ahd popular authority’. ‘But the perfection of a government does | 


not confit in its eéhformity to any particular plan to be found 
in the writings of politicians, but in its correfpondence to the 
views every legifiator ought to entertain for the grandeur. and 
felicity of a a Was not the government of Sparta come 
poled of three branches? 


RomMAN EMPIRE. gg 


ftantly engaged in enterprizes which required con- 
duct to accomplith them, and always fucceeded. 
The experience of a day did not furnith her with 
more wifdom than all other nations, but fhe obtain- 
ed it by a long fucceflion of events. She fuftained 
a {mall, a moderate, and an immenfe fortune with 
the fame fuperiority, derived true welfare from the 
whole train of her profperitics, and refined every 
inftance of calamity into beneficial inftructions. — 

‘She loft her liberty, becaufe fhe completed her 
work too foon. 


CHAPTER X. 
+ | Of the Corruption of the Romans. 


AM of opinion thet the fect-of Epicurus, which 

‘began to be propagated at Rom€*towards the 
clofe of the republic, was very prejudicial to the 
minds and genius of the people (a). The Greeks 
had been infatuated with its doftrines long before, 
and confequently, were corrupted much earlier than 
the Romans. We are affured by Polybius (4), that 

(a) Cyneas having difcourfed of the doétrines of this (ee, 
at the table of Pyrrhus, Fabricius faid, he wihed the enemies 
of Rome would all embrace fuch kind of principles. Life of 
Pyrrbus. 

Cb) If you lend a telent to a Greck, and bind him to the 
repayment, by ten engagements, with as many fecurities, and 
witneffestto theloan, it is impoffible to make them regard their 
word; whereas, among the Romans, whether it be owing to 
their auligation of accounting for the public ‘and private money, 
they are always pundtual to the oaths they have taken. For 
which reafon, the apprehenfions of infernal torments were. 
wifely eftablifhed, and it is altogether irrational that they 
now oppofe them, Polyb. L vi. 
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oaths, in his time, could not induce any perfon to 
place confidence in a Greek, whereas they were 
confidered by a Roman as inviolable obligations 
upon his confcience. 

There is a paffage in one of Cicero’s letters to 
(a) Atticus, which manifeftly difcovers how much 
the Romans had degenerated in this particular, 
fince the time of Polybius. 

Memmius, fays he, imparted to the fenate the 
agreement he and his fellow candidate had made 
with the confuls, by which the latter ftipulated to 
favour them in their folicitations for the confulfhip 
the enfuing year; and they obliged themfelves to 
pay four hundred thoufand fefterces to the confuls, 
if they did not furnith them with three augurs, who 
fhould declare they themfelves were prefent when 
the people made the Curiatian law (4), though in 
reality it had not been enacted; and two former 
confuls, who fhould affirm they had affifted at fign- 
ing the edi€t of the fenate which regulated the 
ftate of the provinces affigned to the prefent con- 
fuls, notwithftanding no fuch edict was in being. 
What an admirable fet of people do we difcover in 
a fingle contraét ! 

As religion always furnifhes the beft fecurity for 
the rectitude of human ations, fo there was this 
peculiarity among the Romans, that the love they 
expreffed for their country, was blended with fome 


Ob iv. et. 18: 

(b) The Curiaiian law difpofed of the military power, and 
the ediét of the fenate regulated the troops, the money, and offi- 
cers, that were to be allotted to the governors: now the confuls 
in order to accomplith thefe particulars, to their own fatisfaction, 
contrived a falfe law and a falfe edict of the fenate. 
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particular fentiment of devotion. That mighty ci- 
ty, founded in the moft aufpicious period ; the great 
Romulus, at once their monarch and their god; 
the capitol, efteemed as eternal as the city; and the 
city, reputed as eternal as its founder, had ancient- 
ly ftruck fuch impreffions on the minds of the Ro- 
mans, as might well be wihed to have been con- 
ftantly retained. 

The grandeur of the ftate, in general, confti- 
tuted the greatnefs of its particular members; but 
as affluence confifts in conduct, and not in riches J 
that wealth of the Romans, which had certain limi- 
tations, introduced a luxury and profufion which 
had no bounds. ‘Thofe who had been at firft cor- 
rupted by their opulence, received the fame taint 
in their poverty, by afpiring after acquifitions, that 
no way comported with private life. It was difficult 
to be a good citizen, under the influence of ftrong 
defires and the regret of a large fortune that had 
been loft: people, in this fituation, were prepared 
for any defperate attempt; and, as Salluft (a) fays, 
there was, at that time, a generation of men, who, 
as they had no patrimony of their own, could not 
endure to fee others lefs neceffitous than themfelves. 

But as great foever as the corruption of Rome 
might then be, all its calamitous effects were not 
introduced among the people; for the efficacy of 
thofe inftitutions, by which they were originally 
eftablifhed, was fo extraordinary, that they always 
preferved an heroic fortitude, and devoted them- 


(2) Ut merito dicatur genitos effe, qui nec ipfi habere poffent 
vos familiares, nec alios pati. Fragment of Salluft cited by 
Avgukin in his book Of the city of Gop, L, ü, c. 28. 
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felves, with the greareft application to ‘war, amidf¥ 
all the foftenings of luxury and pleafure; which 
feems to me, to be a circumftance,’ im which they 
were never imitated by any nation in the world.. 
The Romans: were not folicitous to- improve 
commerce, or cultivate the fciences, -but’ranked 
them among the attentions proper’ for flaves (a); 
we may except, indeed, fome particular perfons, 
who had received their freedom, and perfifted in 
their former induftry. But their knowlege, in ge- 
neral, was confined to the art of war, which was. 
the only track (6) by which they could arrive at 
promotions in the magiftracy, and other ftations of 
honour; for which reafon, their military virtues. 
fubfifted after all the reft were extinguifhed. 
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Of S vets, Pam? By, rd, CAESAR. 


Intreat the reader’s permiffion:'to turn my eyes. 
from the horrors of the wars between Marius. 
and Sylla; Appian has collected al! the dreadful 
particulars into his hiftory: befides the jealoufy, 
ambition, and barbarity of the two chiefs, each 
particular Roman was infatuated with fury 5. the 


S Ls E 

(a) Cic. Offic. l. r. cap. 42. MWhtberales et fordidi quaeftus 
mercenariorum omnium, quorum operae, non quorum artes emun- 
tur: eft enim illis ipfa merces audtoramentum fervitutis, The 
merchants, adds that author, raife no profit, unlefs they falfify 
their word. Agriculture i is the nobleft of all arts, and moft 
worthy of a man in a ftate of freedom. 

($) ‘They were obliged to ferve ten years, Between the age 
of fixtecn years and forty &ven, Polyb. L. vi. 
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ew citizens (2); and the- ancient, no lotiger confi: 
dered each other as members of the fame republic, 
but gave a loofe to a ferics of hoftilities, fo peculiar 
in their nature, as to comprehend all. ee miferies of 
a civil and foreign war. 

. Sylla made fevsrel good laws, and reduced the 
‘power of ‘the tribunés; to which we may add, that 
‘the moderation or caprice; which! induced him to 
+éfign the di€tatorfhip, re-eftablifhed the: fenate, 
‘for fome time; but, in the fury of his fuccefs, he 
faffered himfelf to be hurried into. actions, which, 
in’ their confeqiiences, made it oo ~ Rome 
‘tovpreferve her libertyj> 7-2 Yet ions e 
-5. Jn his Afiari expedition he ruined. all military dif- 
cipline :*he accuftomed: his men (4) to pillage, and 
‘pave them.wants which they had never had: he firft 
‘corrupted the foldiers;-who were afterwards'to cor- 
‘rupt their leaders. Š 

‘He entered Rome: with an idat force, mi 
taught (c) the Roman Faà als to ria the Afy- 
Bien of Liberty. ` zl 

He diftributed (4) the lands of thb citizens among 

(2). Marius, in ofder'to obtain’ fe teflon’ for carrying on 
the war againft Mithridates, ån prejudice of Sylla’s pretenfions, 
had, by the coneurrence of Sulpicius the tribune, incorporated 
the eight new tribes of the people of Italy, into the ancient, 
which “Pose the Italians matters of the fuffrages ; and the ge- 
‘nérality of that people efpoufed the party of Marius, whilft the 


fenate and the ancient citizens engaged inthe intereft of Sylla. 
(b) See in’ Catilin’s Confpiracy the portrait which Salluft 
eis of this army. 
(c) Fugatis Marii copiis, primum urbem Romam cum armis 
‘ingrefius eft. Fragment of John of at sg in the Extrait of 
Virtues and Vices. 


(2) At we a. ng of the wars, the lands of the van juifhed 


send Lies 5 E4 
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his foldiers, and by that proceeding, corrupted thens 
for ever; becaufe, from that moment, there was 
not one of the military profeffion who did not 
wait for an opportunity of feizing the effects of 
his fellow-citizens. 

He was likewife the inventor of profcriptions, 
and fet a price on the head of every man who had 
not embraced his party. From that time, it became 
impoffible for any one to be devoted to the repub- 
lic; for whilft two ambitious men were contending 
for fuperiority, thofe who obferved a neutrality, or 
were attached to the caufe of liberty, were fure to 
be profcribed by either of the competitors who 
fhould prove victorious; it therefore became. pru- 
dent to engage in one of the two parties., - 

After him, fays Cicero (2), came one, who inan 
impious caufe, and a victory fill more infamous, 
not only feized on the effects of individuals, but 
involved whole provinces in the fame calamity. 

Sylla, when he refigned the dictatorthip, feemed 
to defire only to live under the protection of his 
own laws: but this action, which fhewed fo much 
moderation, was itfelf a confequence of his vio- 
lences. He had fettled forty-fevea legions in dif- 
ferent parts of Italy: thefe men, fays. Appian, 3 ima- 
-gining that their fortune depended’ on his life, 
watched for his fafety, and were eh ready ® 
to affift or revenge a. 
| ( As the republic was fated to deftruction, the on- 


i] 


enemies were parcelled among the army,, but. Sylla made the 
fame divifion of thofe which belonged to the citizens. 

~ (a) Offic. lib. ii, c. 8, 

(6) We may fec what happened after the death of Cache, 
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ly material queftion was, who fhould have the cre-) 
dit of overwhelming it. 

Two men equally ambitious, with this exception, 
that the one knew how to proceed directly to his 
purpofe better than the other, eclipfed, by their re- 
putation, their exploits, and their virtues all the reft 
of the citizens. Pompey made the firft appearance 
in the fcene of aétion, and Caefar immediately fol- 
lowed him. l 

Pompey, to render himfelf popular, had difannul- 
Jed the law of Sylla which limited the power of the 
people, and when he had facrificed the moft falutary 
Jaws of his. country, to his particular ambition, he 
Obtained all he defired, and the rath indifcretion of 
the populace was altogether unbounded in his favour. 

The Roman laws had wifely parcelled out the 
public power into feveral magiftracies, which mu- 
tually fupported as well as reftrained and tempered 
each other; and as the power of all, who enjoyed 
thofe promotions, was confined to a proper extent, 
every citizen was qualified for a ftation of that na- 
ture; and the people, feeing numbers of fuch per- 
fons aia: away in fucceflion, were not habituated 
to any particular magiftrate among them. But, in 
the times we are now defcribing, the plan of go- 
vernment was changed; the moft potent competi- 
tors obtained extraordinary commiffions from the 
people, which annihilated the authority of the ma- 
giftrates, and drew all the great afiairs into the 
hands of one man, or a few. 

Was war to be proclaimed againft Sertorius ? 
Pompey was nominated to command the army. 
Were the Romans to march againft Mithridates? 

E 5 


f 
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every voice called aloud for Pompey.: Did it be- 
come neceflary to tranfmit corn to Rome? the’ peo 
ple would have given it over for loft, hadnot Pom- 
pey been entrufted with the importation. Were 
the pirates to be deftroyed? who fo proper for that 
expedition as Pompey? and when Caefar himfelf 
threatened Rome with an invafion, the fenators 


cried out, in ‘their turn, and placed all their con- 


fidence in Pompey. 

I am willing to believe (faid Marcus (a) to the 
peopie): that this Pompey, who is fo much earefféd 
by the nobility, is more inclinable to fecure your 
liberty, than he is to countenance their authority 
over you: but there was a time when each individu- 
al among you was protected by feveral, and not the 


whole body of the people by one perfor; and when 


it was never known, that a {ingle man either gave 
or took away things of fo much confequence. 
As Rome was formed for grandeur, it became 


neceflary to unite the honours and power in the 


fame perfons, which in unquiet times would fix the 
admiration of the people on one particular citizen. 

‘When honours are granted, the givers know 
exactly what they beftow; but when power is 
added to the donation, they can never be certain 


‘how far it will be extended. 


Immoderate preferences given to a citizen, in a 
republic, are always productive of neceflary effects; 
they either raife envy in the people, or make their 
affection overflow all bounds. 

When Pompey returned twice to Rome, in a 
condition to enflave the republic, he had the mo- 
deration to difband his armies, before he entered 


(a) Fragment of Salluft. 
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ithe city; and then he made his appearance with the 
tair of a common citizen : thefe inftarices ofa difin- 

“?Mterefted behaviour, which completed all his glory, 
did not fail, in their conféquences, to make the 
fenate always declare in his favour, when‘ ever ke 
attempted any thing prejudicial to the laws. 

The. ambition of Potripey was more: unattive 
‘and gentle than that of Caefar. °This ‘warrior re- 
folved, like Sylla, to open“himfelf a ‘paflage to fo- 
“vereign power, by arms, but Pompey grew difpleafed 

at fish a method of opprefion; he afpired, indeed, 
to the diGtatorfhip, but was willing to owe it to 
-the fuffrages of the'people; he could not refolve 
to ufurp power, but would have beén glad to have 
had it tendered to`him as a gift. ` 

As the favour of the people is always in a flu- 
€tuating ftate, there were fome feafons, wherein 
Pompey beheld his reputation in a declining con- \ 
dition ; (4) and it affected him in the moft tender \ 
part, to fee the very perfons he defpifed, make ad- ( 
vances in popularity, and then employ it eo 
him. 

This led him into three actions equally fatal ; he ) 
‘corrupted the people with money, and fixed’a piice, 
in the elections, on the fuffrage of each citizen. 

He employed the vileft of the populace to incom- 
mode the magiftrates, in the exercife of their fun- 
Gtions, in hopes, that wife people, growing weary 
of living in a ftate of anarchy, would be urged by 
defpair to create him diator. 

In a word, he united his interefts, with thofe of 
Caefar and Craffus: Cato faid, their'union and nôt 
their enmity deftroyed the republic; and in reality, 

, (a) See Plutarch, 


—_ 
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it was then reduced to fuch an unhappy fate, that 
it received lefs injury from civil wars than by a 
peace, which, as it united the views and interefts of 
the leading men, fo it naturally introduced ke 
ny in the government. 

Pompey did not properly lend his mederna to 
Caefar, but facrificed it to his caufe, without know- - 
ing what he did; and,Caefar, in return, employed 
all the power he had received from Pompey to the 
prejudice of the donor, and even played off his own 
artifices again{t him: he raifed troubles in the city 
by his emiffaries; he made himfelf mafter of all 
elections; and confuls, praetors, and tribunes pur- 
chafed their promotions, at their own price. 

The fenate, who eafily penetrated into Caefar’s 
defigns, had recourfe to Pompey, and intreated him 
to undertake the defence of the republic, i7 that 
name might properly be given to a government 
which implored protection of one of its citizens. 

_l am of opinion, that what contributed moft to 
Pompey’s deftruction, was the fhame that affected 
him, when he grew fenfible, that by raifing Caefar 
as he had done, he had committed a fatal overfight ° 
but he fuffered this confideration to prevail as late 
as poflible, and did not prepare for his defence, left 
he fhould be obliged to acknowlege himfelf in dan- 
ger. He afferted before the fenate that Caefar durft 
not engage in a war, and becaufe he had made fuch 
a declaration feveral times, he always perfifted in 
repeating it. 

One circumftance feems to have capacitated Cae- 
far for any undertaking, and that was the unhap- 
py conformity of names; the fenate had added to 
his government of the Cifalpine Gaul, all that part 
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of Gaul which was diftinguifhed by the name g 
Tranfalpine. 

As the polities of. thofe times did not permit ; ar- 
mies to be ftationed near Rome, fo neither would 
they fuffer Italy to be entirely deftitute of troops; 
for which reafon, confiderable forces were quar- 
tered in Cifalpine Gaul, a country which extends 
from the Rubicon, a little river in Romania, to 
the Alps: but in order to fecure the city of Rome 
againft thofe troops, the fenate paffed that famous 
ediét, which is to be feen engraved, in the road 
near Rimini, by. which they folemnly devoted to 
the infernal gods, and branded with facrilege and 
parricide, any perfon whatever, who fhould pre- 
fume to pafs the Rubicon, with an army, a legion, 
or a fingle cohort. f 

To a government of that importance as to keep 
the city in awe, another was added which proveđ 
ftill more confiderable, and that was all the Tranf- 
alpine Gaul, which comprehended the fouthern parts 
of France, where Caefar had for feveral years an 
opportunity of profecuting war againft as many na- 
tions as he pleafed; by which means his foldiers ad- 
vanced in years as well as himfelf, and were con- 
quered by him, in their turn, as well as the barba- 
rians. Had Caefar not been entrufted with the go- 
vernment of Tranfalpine Gaul, he could not base 
corrupted his troops, nor rendered his name vene- 
rable to them by fo many victories; and had he not 
enjoyed Cifalpine Gaul, Pompey might have ftop- 
ped him at the pafs of the Alps, whereas he was 
compelled to retire from Italy, when the war be- 
‘ean, which made him lofe among his own party 


en 


“that reputation which, i ia civil wår is the’ vér foul 
, zi 


110 The Rist ahd FAut of the” 


of power. it 


The fame confternation} phic Hahnibal difufed 


‘through Rome, after the battle ‘of Cannae, was 


fpread by Caefar over all that city, when he had 
paffed the Rubicon. Pompey was-fo confounded, 
that he became incapable, even in the firft moments 


Of the wat, of forming any defign but fuch” as: is 


ufually’ függefted in-the -moft defperate”* conjuni- 
tures, “He could only’ retire, and truft to’ fight. 
Accordingly he left Rome and the public tr eal 
and as he was in no condition to retard the con- 
queror, he forfook part of his troops; "abandoned 


‘all Italy and croffed the fea. X aizi 


Caefar’s fortune has been greatly celebrated but 
this extraordinary man enjoyed fo many great qua- 
ities, without the intermixture of a defect, though 
he had feveral vicious inclinations, that he would 


‘have been victorious at, the head of any army he 


had commanded, and would have governed in any 
eta that had given him birth. , 
When he had defeated Pompey’s lieutenants in 


Spain, he paffed into Greece to feek Pompey hint 


feif; and this general, who had poffefled himfelf of 
the fea-coafts, and was mafter of a fuperior force, 
was on the point of beholding Caefar’s army deftroy- 
ed by mifery and famine. But as the defire of ap- 
probation was his predominant frailty, he could not 
forbear giving attention to fome vain fpeeches (a) 


, of thofe about him, who were perpetually blaming 


his condu€t, and mortifying him with their jefts. 
"This general, fays one, would perpetuate his com- 
mand, and be a new king of kings, like Agament- 


(a) See Plutarch’s life of Pompey. 
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on :'T affure you, replies another, we fhall hot eat 
any Tiifculum'figs this year. A few encounters, 
in'which he had ‘fuceeeded, quite intoxicated the 
heads of this fenatorial hoft; and Pompey, to avoid 
‘eenfure, gave into an indifcretion which pofterity ` 
will ever blame; he refolved to facrifice all the ad> 
wantages he had then obtained, and marched, at the 
head of undifciplitied troops to etigage « an’ array thet 
thad been fo frequently viftorious! © ? -° ; 

When the fhattered remains of Pharfalia' were 
withdrawn into Africa, Scipio, who then command- 
ed them, refufed to follow Cato’s advice for pros 
fracting the war. He grew elated with a few in- 
ftances of fuceefs; he rifked all, and immediately 
loft all he had rifked ; ; ‘and when Brutiss and Caffius 
re-eftablithed that party, the fame precipitation de- 
ftroyed the republic a third time (a). 

It is obfervable, that in the long courfe of thefe 
civil wars, the power of Rome was continually ex- 
tending in foreign parts, under Marius, Sylla; Pomi- 
pey, Gaeta, Antony, and Auguftus; and that migh- 
lty city, growing daily more formidable, completed 
the deftruction of all the kings who eae to 
renf her. 

No ftate threatens its neighbours with conqueft, :) 


fo much as that which is involved in’the horrors of 
civil war: in fuch a feafon, the nobility, the citizens, > 
the artifans, the peafants, and, in fhort, the whole 
body of the people become foldiers ; and when peace 
has united all the contending parties, this ftate en-, 


(a) This is well cleared up in Appian’s hiftory of the civil 
war; l iv. The army of Octavius and Antony would have pe- s 
rifhed by famine, if their enemies had not given them battle. 
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joys great advantages over others, whofe fubje& 
are generally citizens. Befides, civil wars always 
produce great men, becaufe, in the univerfal confu 
fion which then reigns, thofe who are diftinguithed 
by any particular merit, have a favourable opportu: 

( nity of making themfelves confpicuous: each of 
thefe perfons ranges himfelf in a fuitable fituation, 

ý whereas in times of peace they are ftationed by a 
thers, and generally very injudicioufly. We fhal 

l pafs from the Romans, and -enquire for inftances 
of this truth, in nations that are more modern ; and 
among thefe, France was never fo formidable abroad, 

as after the contentions between the houfes of Bur 
gundy and Orleans, after the troubles of the league, 
after the civil wars in the minority of Lewis th 
thirteenth, and after the national diffenfions in the 
nonage of Lewis the fourteenth. England was ne- 
ver fo much refpected as in the time of Cromwell, 
after the wars of the long parliament. The Ger 
mans did not gain their fuperiority over the Turks, 
till after the civil wars of the empire. The Spa- 
niards, under Philip the fifth, and immediately af 
ter the civil wars that were kindled by the fuccefe 
‘fion, invaded Sicily with fuch a force as aftoni(hed 
all Europe ; and we now fee the Perfians rifing from 
the afhes of a civil war, and humbling the Ottoman 
power. 
In a word, the republic was at laft enflaved, and 

we are not to charge that calamity on the ambition 
of particular perfons, but fhould rather impute i 
[ to the difpofition of man in general, whofe cravings 
( after power are always moft infatiable, when he 
-enjoys the greateft fhare, and who only defires the — 
Í whole, becaufe he poffeffes a large part. : 
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If the fentiments of Caefar and Pompey had re- 
fembled thofe of Gato, others would have had the 
fame ambitious thoughts, as- Pompey and Caefar 
feovered ; and fince the republic was fated. to 
fall, it would have been dbeas to the precipice ) 
by fome other hand. À 
Caefar pardoned every mor tale ir the git 
ion people difcover when they ie jufurped all, 
ms to be no extraordinary accomp)i{hment. ^ 
4 Though he has been much commended for be- 
ing indefatigable, after the battle of, Pharfalia, yet 
Gicero, very juftly, accufes, him-of remiffnels. mele \, 
tells. Caffius ; (4) they, never: could, have, imagined 
Pompey’s party. would have revived. fo, confidera- 
p Spain and Africa;yand that,if.they could 
ve forefeen that Caefar would have azmufed him; 
felf in his Alexandrian war, they ,would.not have 
nade their peace with him as they, did, but, would 
have followed Scipio; and, Gato into Africa,- And 
thus a weak paffion for a woman made him engage 
in four wars, .and. by not, forefeejng. the twa. laf, 
he hazarded_all- he had gained; at Pharfalia. . P 
Caefar governed at firft under the ufual titles of 
Magiftracy ; ; for nothing affects mankind more than 
names; and, ag th the Afiarics abhorred. thofe of con- | 
ful and proconful, the, „Europeans detefted that of 
king; foi that thofe titles conftituted, at. that time, 
the pek or defpair of all the earth. : He made 
ome over tures to have the diadem placed, on bis 
ead; but when he grew fenfible ‘that the’ ‘people 
difcontinued -their acclamations, he, thoughs it to 
Žel l A mae « eb ye ol bese lve olen * 
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reject i it. “He likewife made other! attempts, (7) and 
it is not to be comprehended, ' how he could bé 
lieve that the Romans; in-order to fuffér him tot be 
a' tyrant, fhould for’ that réafon be in love wit 
tyranny, or could even give credit to What they 
themfelves had done. hyk t a 
‘One day, Awhent ‘the fenaté tendered, him for 
partichlar honours, hé neglected to rife from hi 
feat, ahd, Front that ` moment, the’ graveft membet 
of that body] loft alf paile SES paima A 
> Mankind! are always molt ‘offended’ at any trel 
Hs on the'céiemonials‘and: pundtilids the exped 
[IF you enidéivaili tò ‘opprefs: then; if fornetine 
, paftes for P'proòf of the efteem’ you entertain fo 
them, but’ a ‘violation of: their decoruins i is 5 alway 
an “inflancé ‘of contempt.” #22- — S 
Caefar) who'was a cònftant é enemy tò the fenate, 
could not conceal the mean ‘opinion he i entertained 
Of thar Body, who ‘had alnioft rendered’ thémfel $ 
Tidiculdis ye “when-they Were’ no longer i in ‘pof 
feffion’ ‘of power: for whith ‘réafon: ‘even his clé 
mency was an infalt, and ft became evident that 
E yii pardoned becaufe he fcorned | to aden 


ay! He abolifhied the office ‘of tribunes’ ‘of “the” people. i 

” (ÈY Caefar formied't the ediéts of the fenate himifelf, ahd fab 
Seribed’ them’ with ‘the: names-of the! firit (enators! he happed Gi 
to think on. Cicero, in:the ninth book òf his familiar letters 
writes to this effect: * I have been fometimes informed that 
“an edi of the fenate, ‘pafled by 1 my confent, has been tranf 
mitted fo Syria and Armenia, before I ‘had any knowleg 
“1 that fhiis ade; ‘and evera princes have fent me letters 
“ acknowlegement es my confent, to allow them the title o 
“ kings, when at the fame time, I was fo far from knowing 
“ them to be kings till that moment, that T even had not heard 
* there were any fuch perfons in the world.” 


é 
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We may fee, in the letters (£) of fomé gréat mën 
of that time; though they paffed> under Ciceró’? 
name, becaufe moft of them were written by Hi Hint 
elf, into what dejection and defpair ‘perfons of' the 
ft rank in the ‘republic were funk by this fud- 
den revolution, which divefted’ ‘thems of- their ho- 
nours, and even their employments; when the fe 
fe having no longer any funétions to” perform, 
; reputation they had acquired through all the 
+ was now to be ‘difpenfed fromm the cabinet 
ofone man. This ftate of affairs appears in a much 
r light in thofe letters, than in any relations of 
hiftorians, ‘and they are the moft mafterly reprefen- 
tation of the ingenuous turn öf mind of a ‘fer oF 
people united by a commioh affliction, arid give us 
acomplete portrait of an age wherein a fife! poe 
fitenefs had not infected all fociety with infincerity 
and untruth. In a word, they are not written, like 
our modern letters; w ith a view to deceive, büt aie 
the faithful intercourfe of- friends. who communi 
ited all they -knews- Loc nios - Ei eniyi 
It was hardly poffible for Caefar, i inthis fituation, 
to preferve his life: the generality of the con{pira- 
tors againft him were of his party (b); or had re> 
ceived many great obiigations: from him}! and" the 
reafon ‘of their intention to affafinare him, is! very 
natural ; - they had gained fignal advantages by: His 
eonquelt; bur the miore their fortune improved), the 
greater was their (hare’ of’ the common calamity’; 


añito thofe who have n not any hie they can pro- 
TTEA t Loew i 

3, (a) See thie tp cf ys and. 4s Sulpigius. -= 

(>) egimus patas, Caius Cafta, Trebonius,. 2 Pulling Gime 

Minutius Bafitlus, were Caesar's friends. Appian. de bello. 
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perly call their own, it feems, in fome particulars 
to be of little confequence under what government 
they live. 
' Befides, there was a certain law of nations, © or 
folticd opinion, which prevailed i in all the republi 
of Greece and Italy, and afcribed the charaéter 
a virtuous man to the perfon who fheuld affaffinate 
any one who had ufurped the fovereign power, 
Rome had been extremely fond of this notion, ever 
fince the expulfion of her kings; the law was very 
exprefs; the examples had a general approbation; 
‘the republic put a fword into the hand of every ce 
tizen, conftituted him their magiftrate for a few mo 
ments, and acknowleged him for their defender 
-, Brutus (4) was bold enough to tell his frien 
that, fhould his own father return from the gra 
he would facrifice him to the public good, witha 
little remorfe as he {tabbed Caefar; and though 
the continuance of tyranny, this furprizing fpi 
of liberty had gradually loft its vigor, yet the con; 
{piracies, at the beginning of Auguftus’s reign, were 
perpetually reviving. 
-The ancient Romans were animated by a pre- 
dominant love for their country, which, acting by 
a‘variation from the common ideas of crimes an 
virtues, was only attentive to its own diétates, and 
in the fervours of its operation, entirely difregard- 
ed: friends and citizens, fathers and benefatto 
Virtue feemed to have forgotten her own precepts 
with a refolution ‘to furpafs herfelf, and when an 
action feemed too fevere to be immediately confi- 
dered with approbation, fhe foon caufed it to be 
admired as divine. , 
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(a) See ze lemebof Baas) inthe colleCtion of Cicera e Mai 
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¿a word, did not the guilt of Caefar, who lived 

a free government, confift in placing himfelf out 
fthe reach of all punifhments but an affaffination ? 
when we afk why he was not oppofed by open 
æ, or the power of the laws, do we not at the 
fame time demand fatisfaction for his crimes? 


CHAPTER XI. 


Mbfervations on the State of Rome after the Death 
of Caefar, 


9 plih its re-eftablifbment, that a conjunfture 

sn happened which was never known before; 
e was no longer any tyrant, and yet liberty was 
nguifhed; for the caufes which had contributed 
s deftruction ftill fubfifted to prevent its re- 


e affaffins had only formed the plan of a con- 
, but had not taken any meafures to render 
ual in the event. 

When they had ftruck the blow, they all retired 
tothe capitol; the fenate forbore to aflemble, and 
e next day Lepidus, who was fond of commo- 
took poffeffion of the Forum, with a band 
oldiers at his devotion. 

rhe veteran troops, who were apprehenfive that 
menfe donations they had received would be 
ger repeated, had marched into Rome: this 
ling compelled the fenate to approve all the 
f Caefar, and then by a faculty of reconciling 
extremes, they granted a general amnefty to the 
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confpirators, u a a falfe appearance of 
“nies . 
; Caefar, a litle before his paps whilft he was 
preparing for his expedition againft the Parthians, 
had -appointed magiftrates for feveral years, that he 
might fecure himfelf.a fet of men who, in his ab 
fence, would maintain the tranquillity of his go 
vernment; fo that, after his death, the party who 
had efpoufed’ his interet were: in 'a-ċonditio 
fupport themfelves for a confiderable time. 
‘tc As the fenate‘had ‘ratified àll the ais -of Caefar 
without any reftriGtion, and as the confuls were in- | 
trufted with the execution of them, Antony, who 
was then one of thofe magiftrates, got poffeflion of 
Caefar’s book of accompts, gained upon his feere 
ry,, and made him infert, in that book, all the 2 . 
cles he thought proper,by which means the di&tat 
reigned.more imperioufly than when he was livin 
for what he.could never have accomplifhed, Antony 
thad the dexterity to effect; great fums of ma: 
which Caefar would never have beftowed, were 
tributed among : the people by Antony, cate every 
man, who had any feditious defigns. again{t the 
vernment, were fure to find a fudden grotei in 
Caefar’s books. 
It unfortunately happened that Caefar, to make 
his expedition efe&ual, had amafled prodigi 
fums, and depofited them in- the temple of O 
Antony difpofed of thefe as he thought fit, by 
expedient of his book. | 
The confpirators had, at firft, determined to caft 
the body of Caefar into the Tyber, (2) and might 


when Tiberius Gracchus was fain, Lucretius the edile, who was 
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ve executed that sli without any i interruption 5. 
in thofe feafons of aftonifhment whieh, fucceed 
mexpected eyents,.every intentign, becomes practi- 
les this ROPERS did not. takecficch end we. ‘hal 
W relate what- happened on. that oceafion nor 


| The; fenate thought, shemfelves under 2 necely, 


awst 


med; and ler they Mat not Ama comin 
hem, as they had never. declared him a tyrant., Now 
the Romans, in conformity to a cuftom, Pre ifed 
mong them, and much boafted of by Polybius, a al- 
ys carried in their funeral proceff ons, the images. 
hich reprefented the anceftors of the deceafed, a 
dean oration ever the body. Antony, who charged 
imfelf with this laft Province, unfolded the bloody 
obe of Caefar tọ the view -of all the people, read 

them the. particulars of his will, in. which ja had 


hem into fuch violent emotions, that they = 
diately fired the houfes of the confpirators. . 
Cicero, who governed. the fenate in this whole 
fair (a), makes, no: feruple to acknowlege that it 
d-have been much, better to have proceeded 
h.vigour, and even ‘to haye expofed themfelves 
to deftruétion,. though indeed it was not probable 

lat fuch-a fate would have attended them; but he. 
ges for rs Seat st that 4 as the, fenate was then 


=. f 
fe 
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ards called Vefpillo, threw his body into the Tyber, 
‘ae 4 Viris ja fin 


ca, 
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pédple have fo confiderable a part, will not be fur: 
prizéd-at his conduct in that tranfaCtion. 
= Another accident happened at this time: whe 
the people were celebrating funeral games in ho 
nour of Caefar, a comet with long flaming hai 
appeared for the fpace of feven days, which made 
them believe the foul of Caefar was Kre into 
heaven. 

` It was very cuftomary for the bedle of Greece 
and Afia, to ere& temples (a) to the kings and ever 
the proconfuls who had governed them; and they 
were indulged in this practice, becaufe it was th 
greateft evidence they could poffibly give of their 
abject fervitude. Nay the Romans themfelves might, 
in their private temples where their Lares were des 
pofited, render divine honours to their anceftors; 
but I cannot remember, that from the time of Ro- 
mulus to Julius Caefar, any Roman (b) was ever 
ranked among the gods of the republic. 

The government of Macedonia was affigned t 
Antony, but he was defirous of changing it for that 
of Gaul, and the motives which fo induced him are 
very evident; Decimus Brutus, who governed Gi- 
falpine Gaul, having refufed to refign that province 
to Antony, he was refolved to deprive him of it 
by force. This produced a civil war, in which the 
fenate declared Antony an enemy to his country. 

Cicero, to accomplith the deftruction of Antony 
his moftal enemy, was fo injudicious as to employ 


(a) See more on this fubject, in the letters of Cicero to 
Atticus, l. v. and the remark of the Abbe de Mongaut. 

(b) Dion relates that the Trinmvin, who all expedted the. 
fame deification, took all imaginable care to enlarge the ho- | 
flours paid to Caefar, | 


RoMAN BMPIRE. 121 


all his intereft for the promotion of Octavius, and 
inftead of defacing the idea of one Caefar in the 
minds of the people, he placed two before their 
eyes. 

© Octavius, in his conduct to Cicero, acted like a 
man who knew the world; he flattered, he praifed, 
he confulted him, and employed every engaging ar- 
tifice, which vanity never diftrufts. 

Great affairs are frequently difconcerted, becaufe 
thofe who undertake them feldom confine their ex- 
pectations to the principal event, but look after fome 
little particular fuccefs which foothes the indulgent 
Opinion they’entertain of themfelves. 

I am inclined to think, that, if Cato had refery- 
ed himfelf for the republic, he would have given a 
very different turn to affairs. Cicero had extraordi- 
nary abilities for the fecond clafs, but was incapable 
of the firt. His genius was fine, but his foul fel- 
dom foared above the vulgar. His charaéteriftic 
was virtue; that of Cato glory (a). Cicero always 
beheld himfelf in the firft rank; Cato never allow- 
ed his merit a place in his rememberance. This 
man would have preferved the republic for his own 
fake; the other, that he might have boafted of the 
aftion. 

: I might carry on the parallel by adding, that 
when Cato forefaw, Cicero was intimidated; and 
when the former hoped, the latter was confident: 
Cato beheld things through a ferene medium; Cice- 
ro viewed them through a glare of little paffions. 

Antony was defeated at Modena, where the two 


(a) Effe quam videri bonus malebat ; itaque quo minus glori- 
am petebat, eo magis illam affequebatur. Salluft. bell. Catil. 
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confuls, Hirtius and Panfa, loft their lives: the fe- 
nate, who thought themfelves fuperior to their tu- 
multuous affairs, began to think of humbling O@a- 
vius, who now ceafed his hoftilities againft Antony, 
marched his army to Rome, and caufed himfelf to 
be declared conful. - 

In this manner did Cicero, who boafted that his 
robe had crufhed the arms of Antony, introduce an 
enemy into the republic, the more formidable, be- 
caufe his name was much dearer to the people, and 
his pretenfions, to all appearance, better found- 
ed (a). ; 

Antony, after his overthrow, retired into Tranf- 
alpine Gaul, where he was received by Lepidus. 
‘Thefe two men entered into an affociation with 
Odtavius, and gave up to each other the lives of 
their friends and their enemies (b). Lepidus conti- 
nued at Rome, whilft the other two went in queft 
of Brutus and Caffius, and found them in thofe 
parts where the empire of the world was thrice 
contended for in battle. 

Brutus and Caffius killed themfelves with a pre- 
cipitation not to be vindicated; and it is impoffible 
to read this period of their lives, without pitying 
the republic which was fo abandoned. Cato clofed 
the tragedy with his own murder; and thefe, in 
fome meafure, opened it with theirs. 

Several reafons may be affigned for this cuftom 
of felf-deftru€tion, which fo generally prevailed a- 
mong the Romans; the progrefs of Stoicifm which 


(a) He was Caefar’s heir, and his fon by adoption. 

(b) So inveterate was their cruelty, that they commanded 
every individual among the people to rejoice at the proferiptions 
on pain of death. Dion, 
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encouraged it; the eftablifhment of triumphs and 
flavery, which induced feveral great men to believe 
they ought not to furvive a defeat; the advantages 
accruing to the accufed, who put an end to life ra- 
ther than fubmit to a tribunal, which condemned’ 
their memory to infamy (a), and their goods to con- 
fifcation; a point of honour, more rational, per- 
haps, than that which now prompts us to ftab our 
friend for a gefture or an expreifion; in a word, the 
convenience (4) of heroifm, which gave every one 
the liberty of finifhing his part on the ftage of the 
world, in what fcene he pleafed. | 

We might add, the great facility of putting fuch 
a principle in execution: the foul all attentive to 
the action the is preparing to commit, to the mo- 
tives which determine her refolution, to the dan- 
gers fhe avoids by it, does not properly behold * 
death, becaufe paflion snakes itfelf felt, but always 
blinds the eyes. 

Self-love, and a fondnefs for our prefervation, 
changeSlitfelf into fo many fhapes, and aéts by fuch 
contrary pfinciples, that it leads us to facrifice our 
exiftence for the very fake of exiftence; and fuch 
is the eftimate we make of ourfelves, that we con- 
fent to die by a natural and obfcure fort of inftiné& 
which makes us love ourfelves even more than 
our lives. 


~ 


(2) Eorum qui de fe ftatuebant, humabantur corpora, mane- 
bant teftamenta; pretium feftinandi. Tac. An. vi. 

(b) 1f Charles I. and James II. had been educated in a 
religion which would have permitted them to deftroy them- 
felves, the one wou'd not have fubmitted to fuch a death, nor 
the other to fuch a life, 
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Ged yt De Ra UL, 
Teno TS TAUS: 


— Pompsivus poffeffed Sicily and Sardinia, 
was mafler at fea, and faw himfelf at the head 
of a great multitude of fugitives, and perfons de- 
voted to death by profcriptions, whofe laft hopes 
depended on their valour. Odtavius contended 
with him, in two very laborious wars; and after 
a variety of ill fuccefs, vanquifhed him by the abi- 
lities of Agrippa. 

Moft of the confpirators ended their lives in a 
miferable manner, and it was natural that perfons 
who headed ayparty, fo frequently haraffed by wars, 
in which no quarter was afforded, fhould die a vi- 
olent death. That event was however interpreted 
into a confequence of divine vengeance, which pus 
nithed the murderers of Caefar, and in its turn 
profcribed their caufe. 

O€tavius gained over the foldiers of Lepigkas to 
his own intereft, and divefted him of his*power in 
the triumvirate; he even envied him the confolation 
of paffiag the remainder of his days in obfcurity, 
and compelled him to appear as a private man, in 


tle affemblies of the people. 
It is impoffible for any one to be difpleafed at the 


humiliation of this Lepidus; he was the moft de- 
piaved citizen in all the republic, a conftant pro- 
moter of difturbances, and one who perpetually 
formed fatal fchemes, wherein he was obliged to af- 
fociate with people of more ability than himfelf. A 
modern author (a) has thought fit to be large in his 


(2) The Abbe de St. Real. 
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‘commendation, and cites Antony, who, in one of 
‘his letters, reprefents him as an honet man. But 
he, who had that charaéter from Antony, could not 
have much title to it from other perfons. 

I believe O&tavius is the only man, of all the 
Roman generals, who ever gained the affections of 
the foldiers, by giving them perpetual inftances of 
-a natural timidity of fpirit. The foldiers, at that 
time, were more affected with the liberality of their 

“commanders, than their valour ; perhaps it was even 
fortunate for him, that he was not mafler of any 
qualities which could proctire him the empire, and 
that his very incapacity fhould be the caufe of his 
promotion to it, fincé it made him the lefs dreaded. 
It is not impeMible that the defects whith threw the 
greateft difhonour on his characte the 
propitious to his fortune. If he had@@ifcovered, 
at firft, any traces of an exaltedgloul, ail ma 
would have been jealous of ae if he 
had been fpirited by any true’bgatery, he would not 
have given Antony time to launelyinto all the ex- 
travagancies which proved his ruin. 

When Antony was pre] 
O€tavius, he affured his foldiers, by a folemn cath, 
that he would reftore the republic; which makes it 
evident, that even they were jealous of the liberty 
of their country, though they were the perpetual 
intruments of its deftru€tion; for an army is the ` 
blindeft and moft inconfiderate fet of people in the 
world. 

The battle of A&ium was fought, Cleopatra fled, 
and drew Antony after her. It evidently appeared 
‘by the circumftances of her future condud, that 
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fhe afterwards betrayed him (a); perhaps that in- 
comprehenfible fpirit of coquetry, fo predominant 
in her fex, tempted her to practife all her arts to 
lay a third fovereign of the world at her feet. 

A woman, to whom Antony had facrificed the 
whole world, betrayed him; many captains and 
kings, whom he had raifed or made, failed him; 
and, as if generofity were conneéted with fervitude, 
a company of gladiators remained heroically faith- 
ful to him. Load a man with benefits, the firft 
idea you infpire him with is to find ways to pre- 
ferve them ; they are new interefts which you give 
him to ieee 

The moft furprizing circumftance in thofe wars 
is, that one battle Gases del generally decide the dif- 
ference, and that one defeat fhould be irreparable. 

The Roman foldiers were not, properly, under 
the prevalence of any party fpirit; they did not 
fight for any particular acquifition, but for fome 
particular perfon; they only knew their command- 
er, who engaged their fervice by prodigious hopes; 
but when he was once defeated, and confequently 
no longer in a condition to accomplifh his promifes, 
they immediately revolted to the other fide. The 
provinces did not embark in the quarrel, with any 
greater fincerity, for it was of little confequence 
to them, whether the fenate or the people prevail- 
ed; and therefore, when one of the generals loft 
the day, they declared for the other; for every ci- 
ty was obliged to juftify itfelf before the conqueror, 
who having engaged himfelf to the foldiery, by im- 
menfe promifes, was conftrained to facrifice, to their 
avidity, thofe countries which were moft obnoxious. 


(a) Dion. L lio 
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We have been afflicted, in France, with two forts 
of civil war; one had religion for its pretext, and 
was of long duration, becaufe the motive which z> 
enfiamed it continued to fubfift after victory; t 
other could not properly be faid to have any motive, 
but was rather kindled by the caprice or ambition 
of fome great men, and was foon extinguifhed. 

Auguftus (for that was the name offered by flat- 
tery to Oétavius) was careful to eftablith order, or 
rather a durable fervitude; for when once the fo- 
vereignty has been ufurped in a free flate, every 
tranfaction, on which an unlimited authority can be 
founded, is called a regulation ; -and all inftances of 
diforder, commotion, and bad government, are re- 
prefented as the only expedients to prelerys the juft 

liberty of the fubject. 

All the Roman citizens, who were ever actuated 
by ambitious views, have attempted to introduce a 
kind of anarchy in the republic; and Pompey, Craf- 
fus, and Caefar, fucceeded to amiracle. They au- 
thorized an impunity for all public crimes, and 
abolithed every inftitution calculated to prevent the 
corruption of manners, and every regulation ac- 
commodated to the beft politics; and as good legi- 
flators endeavour to improve their fellow citizens, 
thefe, on the contrary, were indefatigable to lead 
them into a degeneracy from every virtue. With 
this view they gave a fanétion to the pernicious 
cuftom of corrupting the people by money, and 
when any perfons were accufed of undue practices 
for obtaining places of truft, the delinquents cor- 
rupted the judges who were to decide the caufe. 
They interrupted the elections by euei violent 
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proceeding, and even intimidated the tribunal itfelf. 
The authority of the people was reduced to anni- 
hilation; witnefs Gabinus, (a) who, after he had — 
reinftated Ptolemy by force of arms, on his throne, 
contrary to the inclinations of the people, very cold- 
ly demanded a triumph. 

Thefe leading men,.in the republic, endeavoured 
to make the people difgufted at their own power, 
and to become neceflary themfelves, by rendering 
the inconveniences of a republican government as 
difagreeable as poffible. But when Auguftus had 
eftablihed himfelf in the fupremacy, his polities 
were employed to reftore order, that the people 
might be fenfible of the happinefs of being ruled 
by one man. | 

When Auguftus was at the head of an armed 
power, he dreaded the revolt of his foldiers and 
not the confpiracies of the citizens; for which rea- 
fon he lavifhed all his careffes on the former, and 
was altogether inhuman to the latter: but when 
his arms had accomplifhed a peace, he was appre- 
henfive of confpiracies, and the idea of Caefar’s un- 
timely death being always prefent to his remember- 
ance, he refolved to vary from his conduét that be 
might avoid hisfate. We fhall now give the reader 
a complete key to the whole life of Auguftus: he 
wore a coat of mail, under his robe, in the fenate- 
houfe; he refufed the title of di€tator; and where- 
as Caefar infolently affirmed the republic to be no- 
thing, and that his word alone were the laws, Au- 
guftus was perpetually expatiating on the dignity of 

(a) Caefar made war with the Gauls, and Craffas with the 


Parthians, without any previous deliteration of ehe fenate, ox 
any decree of the people. Dion. 
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the fenate and his veneration for the republic. He was 
folicitous therefore to eftablifh fuch a form of govern- 
ment as fhould be moft fatisfactory, without incom- 
-moding his particular intereft, and changing it intoan 
ariftocracy with relation to the civil, and into a mo- 
narchy with refpect to the military adminiftration ; 
rendering it, by thefe means,an ambiguous fyftem of 
government, which, being unfupported by its own 
power, could fubfift no longer than the fovereign 
pleafed, and confequently was a monarchy in all its 
circumftances. : 
Aqueftion has been ftarted, whether Auguftus had 
a real inclination to diveft himfelf of the empire. But 
is it not apparent, that, had he been in earneft, he 
might eafily have effected his defign? but his whole 
proceeding, in that affair, was a mere artifice ; becaufe, 
though he expreffed a defire every ten years, to be 
eafed of the mighty load that encumbered him, yethe 
alwaysthought fit tobear it. Thefe were little refine- 
ments of low cunning, calculated to induce the peo- 
ple to give him what, in his opinion, ire had not fuf- 
ficiently acquired. I form my thoughts in this particu- 
lar, by the whole life of Auguftus; and though man- 
Kind are frequently fanciful and inconfiftent, they 
are feldom known to renounce,in one moment, any 
enjoyment that has engaged the attention of all their 
life. Every action of Auguftus, and each of his vari- 
ous regulations, vifibly tended to the eftablifhment 
of monarchy. Sylla refigned the dictatorthip, but 
amidft all his violent proceedings, a republican fpirit 
is apparent in every part of his conduct; alf his re- 
gulations, though executed with a tyrannical air, 
had an afpect to fome certain. form of a common- 
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wealth. Sylla, who was a man of an impetuous 
. temper, precipitated the Romans into liberty. Aù- 
guftus, who was a fmooth and fubtile tyrant (2), led 
them gently into flavery. When the republic re- 
gained its power, under Sylla, all the people ex- 
claimed againft tyranny; and whilft this became 
fortified, under Auguftus, liberty was the general 
boaft. 

The cuftom of triumphs, which had fo much 
contributed to the greatnefs of Rome, was abolith- 
ed by Auguftus, or more properly, this honour be- 
came the prerogative of fovereignty (b). The great- 
eft part of thofe cuftoms, which prevailed under the 
emperors, derived their origin from the republic (c); 
and it will be proper to bring them together, that 
the fimilitude may be more apparent. That perfon 
alone, under whofe aufpices a war had been conduét- 
ed, was intitled to demand a triumph (d): now wars 


(2) I ufe this word in the fenfe of the Greeks and Romans, 
who gave this name to all thofe who had fubverted a demo- 
cracy ; for in all other particulars, Avguftus was a lawful 
prince, after the law enaéted by the people: lege regia, quae 
-de ejus imperio lata eft, populus ei et in cum omne imperium 
tranftulit. Inftit. lib. i. 

(+) Triumphal ornaments were all the honours now grant- 
ed to any particular general. Dion. in Aug. 

(c) The Romans having changed their government, without 
fuftaining any invafion from an enemy, the fame cuftoms con- 
tinued as were prattifed before the alteration of the govern- 
ment, the form of which ftill remained, though the effentials 
were deftroyed. 

(4) Dion. in Aug.1]. 54. acquaints us that Agrippa neglected, 
out of modefty, to give the fenate an account of his expedition 
againft the people of the Bofphorus, and even refuled a triumph; 
fince which time, it was not granted to any perfon of his clafs; 
but it was a favour Auguftus intended to afford Agrippa, though 
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- were always carried on under the aufpices of the 
generaliffimo, and confequently of the emperor, who 
was the generaliffimo of all the forces. 

As conftant war was the reigning principle of 
the republic, the maxim under the emperors was 
altogether pacific. Victories were confidered as fo 
many opportunities of introducing diforder by ar- 
mies, who might fix too great a valuation on their 
fervices. Thofe who were advanced to any com- 
mand were apprehentive of engaging in enterprizes 
of too great importance; they found it necefiary 
to aim at glory with moderation, and were to en- 
gage the emperor’s notice, and not raife his jealou- 
fy; in a word, they were not to appear before him 
with a lufre, hich his eyes could not bear. 

Auguftus was very cautious (4) of invefting any 
one with the rights of a Roman citizen; he made 
laws (b) to prevent the enfranchifement of too ma- 
ny flaves (c), and by his will recommended the ob- 
fervation of thefe two maxims, with a diffuafive 
againft extending the empire by new wars. 

Thefe three particulars were very weil conneCted ; 
for when all war was difcontinued, there was no 
need either of new citizens or enfranchifements. 

When Rome was in a conftant ftate of war, fhe 
was under a perpetual neceflity of recruiting her in- 
habitants. At the beginning, part of the people 
were tran{fplanted thither from the conquered cities, 
and in procefs of time feveral citizens of the neigh- 


Antony would not allow it to Ventidius, the firt time be 
conguered the Parthians. 

(a) Sueton. in Auguft. 

(b) Juftin. Inflitut. l. i, et Suet, in Aug. 

(c) Dion in Aug, 
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bouring towns came to Rome to obtain a flare in 
the rights of fufrage, and eftablifhed themfelves 
there in fuch numbers, that upon the complaints 
of the allies, the Romans were obliged to remand 
them back. Multitudes at laft arrived from the 
provinces; the laws favoured marriages, and even 
rendered them neceflary. Rome, in all her wars, 
gained a prodigious number of flaves, and when 
the riches of the citizens became immenfe, they 
bought thefe unhappy people from all parts, and, 
from a principle of generofity, avarice or ambition, 
enfranchifed them without number (4). Some in- 
tended by this proceeding to reward the fidelity of 
their flaves, others had a view by it to receive, in 
their name, the corn which the republic diftributed 
among the poor citizens. In a word, others defired 
to have their funeral folemnity graced with a long 
train of attendance crowned with flowers. The 
people were generally compofed of perfons who 
had received their freedom, fo that the lords of th 
uhiverfe, not only in their original, but through 
the greatefi part of fucceeding times, were of fer- 
vile extraction. 

The number of the populace being chiefly cel- 
lected out of flaves, who had been enfranchifed, or 
the fons of fuch, became very incommodious,, and 
were therefore tranfplanted in colonies; by which 
means the ftate effeCtuaily fecured the obedience of 


the provinces. There was a general circulation of 


mankind, through the world. Rome received them 
in the ftate of flaves, and fent them away Romans. 

Auguftus, under the pretence of fome tumults 
in the elections, placed a garrifon and a governor 


(a) Dionyf, Halicarnafl L ive. 
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in the city, made the legions perpetual, flationed ~ 
them upon the frontiers, and eftablifhed particdlar 
funds for their pay. To which we may add, that 
he gave orders for the veterans to receive their do- 
nations in money (a), and not in lands. 

Many unhappy confequences refulted fronr the 
diftribution of land after the time of Sylta. The 
citizens property in their eftates grew precarious, 
and if all the foldiers of one cohort were not fet- 
tled in the fame place, they became diflatisfied with 
their allotments, neglected the cultivation of their 
lands, and degenerated into dangerous citizens: but 
if they were diftributed in entire legions, the am- 
bitious could raife armies againft the republic im a 
moment. 

Auguftus likewife eftablifhed fixed provifions for 
the naval power, which was never done before his 
time; for as the Romans were mafters of the Me- 
diterranean, and as all navigation was then confined 
to that fea, they had not any enemy to fear. 

Dion obferves, very judicioufly, that after the 
‘emperors had affumed the fovereign power, it be- 
came very difficult to write the hiftory of thofe 
times. All tranfactions were induftrioufly conceai- 
ed, the difpatches from the provinces were tranf- 
mitted to the cabinets of the emperors, and we 
know little more than what either the folly or rafh- 
nefs of tyrants divulged, or fuch events as fail with- 
in the conjectures of hiftorians. 


(a) He ordered that the Praetorian foldiers fhould have five 
thoufand drachmas a piece after fixteen years fervice, and the 
others three thoufand drachmas after twenty years, Dion. in 
Aug. 
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S a river, fometimes, with a flow and filent 
A progrefs, undermines the banks that have 
been thrown up to reftrain its current, and at laft 
overwhelms them in a moment, and fheds an inun- 
dation over the fields they formerly preferved; iin 
the fame manner, the fupreme authority, which 
gained an infenfible growth under Auguftus, bore 
down all before it in the fucceeding reign of Ti- 
berius. 

A law at that time fubfifted, which made it 
treafon to form any injurious attempt againft the 
majefty of the people: Tiberius afumed to himfelf 
the interpretation and enforcement of this law, and 
extended it not only to the cafes for which it was 
originally calculated, but to every conjunéture that 
could poffibly be favourable to his hatred or fufpi- 
cions. And now, not only actions, but words and 
fins, and even thoughts were adjudged by this ftand- 
ard; for thofe expreffions which drop from the 
overflowing of the heart, in the converfation of in- 
timate friends, are always fuppofed to be their real 
fentiments. All freedom was therefore banifhed 
from their feafts, diffidence reigned among rela- 
tions, there was no fidelity among the flaves: the 
gloomy difpofition and infincerity of the prince 
were diffufed through all ranks of men; friend{hip 
had the difrepute of a dangerous quickfand; a fine 
genius paffed for a fhining indiferetion, and virtue 
itfelf was only confidered as an affectation, which 
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officioufly reminded the people of their loft hap- 
pinefs. 

No tyranny can have a feverer effect than that 
which is exercifed under the appearance of laws, 
and with the plaufible colours of juftice; when the 
executors of cruel power would, if we may ufe the 
expreflion, drown the unhappy wretches on the ve- 
ry plank that before faved them amidft the troubled 
“waves. 

As a tyrant is never deftitute of inftruments to 
accomplifh his defigns, fo Tiberius always found 
the fenate tractable enough to condemn (a) as ma- 
sd perfons as he could poffibly fufpect; and this ve- 

rable body funk at laft into a degeneracy too low 
to be deferibed. The fenators even courted fervi- 
tude, to gain the favour of Sejanus; and the moft 
iluftrious among them abandoned themfelves to the 
difhonourable profeffion of informers. 

It feems eafy to difcover feveral caufes of that 
flavifh difpofition, which then prevailed in the fe- 
nate. When Caefar had entirely cruthed the party 
who declared for the republic, all the friends, as well 
as enemies he then had in the fenate, concurred with 
equal unanimity, to remove the bounds with which 
the laws had limited his power, and at the fame time 
they agreed to render him unparalleled honours; 
fome came inte thefe compliances with a view to 
pleafe him, others intended by fuch means to make 
him odious. Dion informs us, that fome even pro- 
pofed that he might have the liberty to enjoy as ma- 


(a) Before the time of the emperors, the fenate confined 
their attention to public affairs, and never decided the caufes 
of private perfons in a full body. 
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ny women as he fhould defire. This obfequion 
conduct freed him from all fufpicions of the fenate, 
and confequently was the caufe of his affaffination; 
but then it prevented, in the fucceeding reigns, all 
flattery from rifing to fuch wild and unexampled 
heights as might have created diflaffection in the 
minds of the people. , 

Before Rome fubmitted to’ the dominion of one 
man, the riches of the nobility, in what manner 
foever acquired, were certainly immenfe, ‘but thofe 
grandees were divefted of the greateft part of their’ 
treafures by the emperors (a). The Senators were 
no longer reforted to by thofe great and wealthy 
clients, who were the fources of their patrons aflu- 
ence. The provinces produced nothing confiderable, 
except for Caefar; and efpecially when they were 
under the government of his praefects, whofe office 
had fome refemblance to that of the intendants in 
France. However, though the fountain from whence 
all this opulence flowed was at laft exhaufted, the : 
expences were continued in their former profufion, 
and the track being once marked out, the men of | 
rank could only purfue it now, by the emperor’s 
favour. < 

Auguftus had deprived the people of their legi- 
flative capacity, and abolifhed all their jurifdiction 
with refpet to public offences, but he ftill left thera 
the power of elefting magiftrates. Tiberius, who 
dreaded the affemblies of a people fo numerous, di- 
vefted them even of this privilege, and transferred 


(a) The great men were impoverifhed even in the time of 
Auguitus, and no longer folicited for the office of aedile or 
tribune of the people, and many of them had not any incl- 
mation to have a feat among the fenators, 


< 
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it to the fenate (a), or rather to himfelf. Now it 
is impoflible to conceive the abject lownefs to which 
the declenfion of the people’s power funk the fpirits 
of the grandees: when dignities were in the dif- 
pofal of the populace, the magiftrates, who folli- 
cited their intereft, practifed a number of mean 
condefcenfions; but thefe were intermixed with a 
certain magnificence that in fome meafure concealed 
them: for inftance, they exhibited pompous games 
and recreations, they diftributed fums of money, 
and quantities of corn among the people, and fome- 
times regaled them with fplendid feafis. But though 
the motive was low, the manner feemed auguft, be- 
caufe it always comports with a great man to ob- 
tain the favour of the people by liberality ; but when 
that people had nothing to beftow, and the prince, 
in the name of the fenate, difpofed of all employ- 
ments, they were defired as well as obtained in a 
difhonourable manner, and could only be compaf 
ed by adulation, infamy, and a hateful train of 
crimes, that were made saps. arts by the ini- 
quity of the age. 

It does not indeed appear that Tiberius had any 
intention to make the fenate contemptible, and he 
complained of nothing fo much, as the propenfity 
of that body to flavery. His life was filled with 
diffatisfaction on that account, but he refembled 
the generality of mankind, and was fond of contra- 
dictory enjoyments. His general politics were in- 
confiftent with his particular paffions; he would 
willingly have feen a free fenate, who by their con- 


(2) Tacit. Annal. 1}. i. Dion. 1. liv. They were afterwards 
re-cftablifhed, and then difannulled by Caligula, 
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duct might have created a veneration for his go- 
vernment; but then he was alfo defirous of a fenate 
who would every moment be traftable to his fears, 
his jealoufies, and his averfions. Ina word, the po- 
litician was perpetually fubordinate to the man. 

We have already intimated, that the people had 
formerly obtained from the patricians the pri- 
vilege of eleéting, from their own body, a fet of 
magiftrates, who were to protect them from the 
infults and injuftice that might be intended againft 
them; and, in order to capacitate thofe magiftrates 
for the exercife of fuch a power, their perfons were 
declared facred and inviolable, and whoever fhould 
prefume to treat a tribune injurioufly, either by 
actions or language, was condemned by the law to 
fuffer death on the fpot. Now when the emperors 
were invefted with the tribunitial power, they ob- 
tained the fame prerogatives, and it was upon this 
principle that fuch a number of people were depriv- 
ed of their lives: from this fource flowed the im- 
punity with which informers flourithed in their pro- 
feffion; and hence it was, that the accufation of 
treafon, that crime, fays Pliny, which was charged 
on thofe to whom no real offence could be imput- 
ed, was at laft extended to any one whom the 
wantonnefs of tyranny pointed out. 

I am inclinable however to believe, that fome of 
thofe titles of accufation were not fo ridiculous as 
they appear at prefent, and can never be perfuaded 
that Tiberius would have caufed a man to be accuf- 
ed for felling to one, who bought his houfe, a ftatue 
of the emperor; that Domitian fhould condemn a 
woman to die for undreffing herfelf before his i- 
mage; or that he fhould proceed with the fame fe- 
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verity again{t a citizen of Rome, for caufing a de- 
fcription of all the earth to be delineated on the 
walls of his apartment; if fuch a¢tions as thefe had 
not called up an idea in the minds of the Romans 
ery different from that they now excite in us. For 
my part I am of opinion, that as‘Rome had chang- 
ed the:form of its government, thofe actions which 
now appear inconfiderable to us, might, when they 
rere committed, have a very different afpect; and 
[judge in this manner, from my reflection on what 
is now cuftomary in a nation which cannot with 
any juftice be fufpected of tyranny, and yet it is 
a capital crime there to drink to the health of :a 
certain perfon. 

I cannot omit any circumftance which tends to 
give a clear reprefentation of the Roman genius. 
That people were fo habituated to obedience, and 
fo conftantly placed their happinefs in homaging 
their mafters, that-after the death of Germanicus, 
they were affected with fuch inconfolable forrow 
and defoair, as never appears in our contempora- 
ries. The defcriptions given by hiftorians (a) of a 
defolation, fo public, fo univerfal and immoderate, 
deferve a reader’s curiofity; and it is certain, that 
this {cene of grief was not affected, fince a whole 
people are never known to practife fo much flat- 
tery and diffimulation. 

The Romans, who had now noonger any fhare 
in the government, and were chiefly compofed of 
perfons who had received their freedom, or fuch 
indolent and uninduftrious people who lived at the 
expence of the public treafure, were now fenfible 
of nothing but their imbecillity, and afflicted them- 


(a) See Tacitus. 
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felves like children or women, who from a principle 
of weaknefs abandon themfelves to forrow. T 
people were politically indifpofed, they placed all 
their fears and hopes in the perfon of Germani- 
cus, and when he was fnatched from them by a 
untimely death, they funk into defpair. l 
No people are fo apprehenfive of calamity as 
thofe whom the mifery of their condition fhould | 
rather difcharge from all fear, and who ought fo 
fay with Andromache, Would to heaven I had 
enjoyment I could dread to lofe! there are at 
day, in Naples, fifty thoufand men, who hay 
food but herbs, and whofe whole clothing confifts 
of a few miferable rags; and yet thefe people, 
are the moft wretched creatures upon earth, d 
ver a dreadful confternation at the leaft irruption 
of Vefuvius, and are fo infatuated as to fear they 
fhall be miferable. 


Hua T E RTI 


‘Remarks on the Emperors from Caius Caligula to 
Antoninus. 


ALIGULA fucceeded Tiberius, and it was 
faid of him, that there never was a better 
flave, nor a worfe mafter: and indeed thefe two 


of mind, which inclines a perfon to be ftrongly al- 
fected at unlimited power in his fovereign, makes 
him to be no lefs in love with it, when he rifes to 
empire himfelf. 

Caligula reftored the affemblies of the scoi 
which Tiberius had prohibited; and abolished the 
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gbitrary law and conftructions of treafon eftablifh- 
d by that emperor: from which proceeding we 
iay obferve, that the beginnings of a bad reign 
metimes refemble the conclufion of a good one; 
a wicked prince may, from a principle of con- 
iGion to the motives of his predeceffor’s con- 
uct, be fpirited to aftions which the other per- 
med from a virtuous inducement; and we owe 
9 this very principle a number of good as well as 
bad regulations. i 
But what did the Romans gain by thefe plaufible 
eginnings? Caligula difannulled the law which 
ftituted the circumftantials of treafon, but then 
e deftroyed thofe who difpleafed him, by a mili- 
ary feverity; and his vengeance, inftead of point- 
ing at fome particular fenators, hung over all their 
ds, like-a fword that threatened them with ex- 
rmination at one blow. 

This formidable tyranny of the emperors arofe 
rom the difpofition of the Romans in general; who, 
they were fuddenly enflaved to an arbitrary go- 
ernment, and were hardly fenfible of any interval 


The fierce and untra¢table difpofition ftill remained, 
ind the citizens were ufed in the fame manner they 
themfelves had treated their conquered enemies, 
and were governed eo upon the fame plan. 
When Sylla made his public enterance into Rome, 
he was ftill the Sylla who had done the fame in A- 
‘thens, and he governed with an uniform imperiou!- 
nefs. As to us who are natives of France, and have 
fk into fubjection, by infenfible degrees, if we are 
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deftitute of laws, we are at leaft governed by ens 
gaging manners. 
The conftant view. of the combats of gladiators 
infpired the Romans with extraordinary fiercenefs; 
and it was obfervable that Claudius became more 
difpofed to fhed blood, by being habituated to thok 
Spectacles. The example of this emperor, who was 
naturally of a gentle difpofition, and yet degenerated 
into fo much cruelty at laft, makes it evident, that 
the education in thofe times was very different from 
our own. 
The Romans, being accuftomed to tyrannize over 
human nature, (a) in the perfons of their children 
and flaves, had a very imperfect idea of that virtue 
we diflinguifh by the name of humanity. Whence 
proceeds the favage caft of mind fo remarkable in 
the inhabitants of our colonies, but from their co = 
ftant feverity to an unfortunate clafs of mankind? 
when barbarity prevails in civil government, what 
natural juftice or harmony of manners can be ex- 
pećted from the individuals? 
We are fatigued and fatiated with feeing in the 
hiftory of the emperors fuch an infinite number o 
people whom they deftroyed for no other end that 
to confifcate their goods: our modern accounts 
furnifh us with no fuch inflances of inhumanity. 
This difference, as we have already intimated, is t 
be afcribed to the milder caft of our manners, an 
the civilizing reftraints of a more amiable religion. 
We may likewife add, that we have no opportunity 
of pillaging the families of fenators who have ravag- 
ed the world, and we derive this advantage from the 


F 


(2) See the inftitutes of Juftinian, where they treat of the 
power of parents and matters. 
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mediocrity of our. fortunes, which are confequent- 
nafafer fituation. In a word, we are not con- 
iderable enough to be plundered (a). 
_ That clafs of the Roman people who were call- 
d Plebeians had no averfion to the worft of their 
emperors; for fince they had no longer any fhare 
f empire themfelves, nor were any more employ- 
d in wars, they became the moft contemptible and 
egenerate people in the world; they looked upon 
merce and the fciences as only proper for 
es, and the diftributions of corn which they res 
ceived made them neglect the cultivation of their 
lands: they had been familiarized to public games 
ps fplendid {peétacles, and fince they had no long- 
‘er any tribunes to obey, or magiftrates to elect, 
=: gratifications, which they were only permitted 
to enjoy, became neceflary to them, and their in- 
dolence and inativity ftimulated their relifh of 
thofe indulgencies. 
Caligula, Nero, Commodus, Caracalla, were la- 
mented by the people for their very folly ; for what- 
ever thefe loved, the others were as madly fond of, 
in their turn, and not only contributed their whole 
power, but even devoted their own perfons to thofe 
pleafures ; they lavifhed all the riches of the empire 
with the greateft prodigality, and when thefe were 
exhaufted, the people, without the leaft emotion, be- 
held all the great families pillaged. They enjoyed 
the fruits of tyranny without the leaft intermix- 
‘ture of uneafinefs, becaufe their low obfcurity was 


(a) The duke of Braganza had an immenfe eftate in Por- 
tugal; and when he firft revolted, the king of Spain was con- 
gratulated by his nobility, for the rich confifcation he was to 
derive from that event. 
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their proteftion. Such princes have a natural an 
tipathy to people of merit and virtue, becaufe t 
are fenfible their ations are difapproved by fuch 
perfons. The contradiftion (4) and even the filene 
of an auftere citizen were infupportable to them} 
and as they grew intoxicated with popular applaufe 
they at laft imagined their government conftituted 
the public felicity, and confequently that it could 
be cenfured by none but difaffected and ill-difpofé 
perfons. 

When an emperor at any time difcovered hi 


ftrength and activity, as when Commodus (b) for in 
ftance, in the prefence of a vaft affembly of the peo 


pie, flew feveral wild beafts with a facility peculiar 
to him, he naturally raifed the admiration of th 
foldiers as well as the populace, becaufe ftrengt 
and pliancy of limbs, were at that time confidere 
as neceffary qualifications in the military art. 

We have no longer a juft idea of bodily exet 
cifes, and a man who prattifes them with any ex 


(a) As the antient auftcrity of manners could not fuffer th 
licentioufnefs of theatrical reprefentations, the minds of vi 
tuous men continued to be filled with contempt for thofe wi 
exercifed that profeffion. 

(b) Though the gladiators were flected from the dregs ot 
the people, and followed the moft infamous profeffion that wa 
ever tolerated; for nove but flaves or malefactors were com 
pelled to devote themfelves to death in combats at the funi 
rals of the grandees; yet the fondnefs of the people for the 
exercifes which had fuch a refemblance to thofe of we 
became fo immoderate, that we cannot help calling it a ff 
cies of madnefs. Emperors, fenators, men of diftingui ied 
birth, and even women appeared upon the arena in the am- 
phithcatre; nec virorum modo pugnas, fed et foeminarum, 
fays Suetonius in the life of Domitian, The Romans wete 
as much delighted too with wreftlers. i 
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eraordinary application, appears contemptible in our 
ppinion, becaufe the generality of thefe exercifes 
produce nothing more than a little exterior agree- | 
ablenefs; whereas among the ancients, all their ex- 
ercifes, even dancing itfelf, became incorporated 
into their martial difcipline. 

We may likewife add, that, even among us, an 
affected mafterfhip, in the weapons we employ in 
War, is confidered as a ridiculous attainment, be- 
taufe, fince the cuftom of duelling became fo pre- 
ailing, fencing has been treated as the fcience of 
boifterous wranglers or bullies. 

Thofe who cenfure Homer, for his ufual man- 
ner of celebrating the ftrength or aétivity of his He- 
toes, muft likewife think Salluft (2) very ridicnious, 
when he praifes Pompey, for running, leaping, and 
carrying a burden better than any other man. 
Caligula was a true fophift in cruelty, for as he 
equally deicended from Antony and Auguftus, he 
declared he would punih the confuls if they cele- 
brated the day appointed to commemorate the vi- 
Ctory at Actium, and that they fhould likewife feel 
his feverity if they negleéted to honour that event; 
and Drufiila to whom he accorded divine honours, 
being dead, it was a crime to bewail her becaufe 
the was a goddefs, and as great an offence to for- 
bear that forrow becaufe fhe was his fifter. 

1 We havenow afcended an eminence from whence 
We may take a view of human affairs; when we 
trace in the Roman hiftory, fuch a variety of wars, 
and their prodigal effufion of human blood; when 


(a) Cum alacribus faltu, cum velocibus curfa, cum validis 
telte certabat. Fragm, of Salluft cited by Vegetius l,i, c.10. 
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we view fo many once flourifhing nations depe 


fo happily opined to what view are all thefe 
mighty preparations directed? why truly to fatal 
the ambition of five or fix monfters! is it poffible 
then, that the fenate could diveft fo many kings of 
their power, only to plunge themfelves into the moft 
abject flavery to one of their unworthy citizens, and 
to exterminate itfelf by its own edicts? did it rife to 
fuch a height of grandeur, to drop more fplendic 
ly into ruin, and do the fons of men only labou 
to augment their power, that they may fall, by thei 
own combinations, into better hands! - 

When Caligula was affaffinated, the fenate af 
fembled to form a new model of government, and, 
whilft they were engaged in fuch a ae . 
_party of foldiers rufhed in to plunder the palace 
and found, in fome obfcure place, a man tremblll n 
with fear; this man was Claudius, and they in 
mediately faluted him emperor. 

Claudius completed the fubverfion of the ancia 
ent form of government, by intrufting the difpen- 
fation of juftice to his officers: the principal me 
tive to the wars of Marius and Sylla, was to d 
termine the competition of the fenators and th 
equeftrian (a) order for this prerogative, and it was 
now wrefted from both parties by the arbitrary fan: 


(2)° See Tacitus. 
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ey of a dveak man. Surprizing event, indeed, of 
‘a difpute which had fet the world in flames! _ 

| When the reign of a prince fucceeds the diffo- 
lution of a republic, no authority can be more ab- 
folute than his own, for he then poffeffes all that 
power which before was diftributed among the peo- 
ple, who exercifed it without any limitations; and 
for this reafon the kings of Denmark are the moft 
defpotic fovereigns in Europe. __ 

The people were altogether as abject and unman- 
ly as the fenate, though they once were animated 
with {uch a martial fpirit, that, when armies were 
levied i in the city, before the time of the emperors, 
jey gained the military difcipline upon the fpot, 
nd immediately marched to the enemy. In the 
ivil wars of Vitellius and Vefpafian, Rome became 
prey to the ambitious, and was full of timorous 
Citizens, who were ftruck with confternation by 
any party -of foldiers, who coul firt approach 


The emperors themfelves were in no better a 
fituation; for as the right of electing a fovereign 
Was not appropriated to any fingle army, it general- 
ly happened, that, when an emperor was chofen by 
one body of foldiers, that circumftance alone was 
fuffcient to difcredit him with the others, who im- 
mediately fet up a competitor to oppofe him. 

As the grandeur therefore of the republic proved 
fatal to that form of government, fo the mighty 
xtent of the empire was altogether as pernicious 
to the monarchs. If the territories they were to 
E had been confined to moderate limits, thofe 
fovereigns might have been effectually ‘hoes A 
T G 2 
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one principal army; and the foldiers, when they 
had once elected their emperors, would have been 
dutiful enough to acquiefce in their choice. 

The foldiers were attached to the family of Cae- 
far, under which they enjoyed every advantage that 
a revolution would have procured them. The time 
came, that the great families of Rome were all ex- 
terminated by that of Caefar, which itfelf became 
extiné in the perfon of Nero. The civil power, 
which had been continually depreffed, was unable 
to balance the military; each army wanted to make 
an emperor. 

Let us here compare the times: when Tiberius 
began his reign, wherein did he not employ the fe- 
nate (4)? he was informed that the armies of Illy- 
rium and Germany had mutinied: he granted fome 
of their demands, and maintained, that it belonged 
to the (b) fenate to judge of the reft. He fent to 
them deputies of that body. Thofe, who have ceaf- 
ed to fear the power, may ftill refpeét the authori- 
ty. When it had been reprefented to the foldiers, 
that ina Roman army the children of the emperors, 
and the deputies of the fenate, ran the rifk of (c) 
their lives, they might relent; and even proceed fo 
far as to punifh (d) themfelves: but when the fe- 
nate was entirely depreffed, its example moved no 
one. In vain did (e) Otho harangue his foldiers, to 


(a) Tacitus Annal. Lib. i. 

(b) Caetera fenatui fervanda. Ibid. 

(c) See the oration of Germanicus. Ibid. 

(d) Gaudebat caedibus miles, quafi {emet abfolveret: Tacts 
tus, ibid. The privileges which had been extoried, were afters 
wards revoked. Tacitus, ibid, 

(e). Tacitus, Lib. i. 
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talk to them of the dignity of the fenate: in vain 
did (a) Vitellius fend the principal fenators to make 
his peace with Vefpafian : : they did not, for one mo- 
ment, pay to the orders of the ftate that refpeét 
which they had fo long loft. The armies looked on 
thefe deputies as the moft abject flaves of a mafter 
whom they had already rejected. 

It was an ancient cuftom at Rome, for thofe who 
obtained a triumph, to diftribute fome money to 
each foldier: it was not much (b). In the time of 
ithe civil wars thefe gratuities were augmented (c). 
Formerly they were made with the money taken 
from, the enemy; in thefe unhappy times, they. 
gave that of the citizens, and the foldiers would 
have a fhare where there was no booty: Thefe di- 
{tributions had taken place only after a war; Nero 
made them in a time of peace: the foldiers were 
ufed to them, and they raged again{t Galba, who 
boldly told them, that he knew to one's but not 
to buy them. 

Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, (4J) made a very tran- 
fient appearance in the imperial fcene. Vefpafian, 
who, like them, was elected by the army, devoted 


(a) Idem. Lib. iii. 

(b) See in Livy the fums diftributed in the feveral triumphs. 
Tt was the humour of the generals to carry a great deal of mo- 
ney into the public treafury, and give but little to the foldiers. 

(c) Paulus Amilius, at a time, when the greatnefs of the 
conquefts had occafioned thefe liberalities to be augmented, gave 
only one hundred denarii to each private man; but Caefar gave 
two thoufand, and his example was followed by Antony and 
Oftavius, by Brutus and Caffius. See Dio and Appian. 

(d) Sufcipere duo manipulares imperium populi Romani 
transferendum, et tranftulerunt, Tacit. h i. 
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all his reign to the re-eftablifhment of the empire, 
which had been fucceffively poffeffed by fix tyrants, 
all equally cruel, and moft of them exceedingly 
furious and untra¢table, generally very weak, and, 
to complete the public calamity, profufe even to 
infatuation. | 

Titus, who fueceeded his father, was the ni 
_ of the people; but Domitian prefented to their 
view an uncommon monfter, more inhuman in his 
difpofition, or at leaft more implacable, than any 
of his predeceffors, becaufe he was more timorous. 

His favourite freemen, and, according to fome 
hiftorians, the emprefs herfelf, finding his friend- 
fhip as dangerous as his averfion, and that he al- 
lowed no bounds to his fufpicions and accufations, 
turned their thoughts to a fucceffor, and chofe the 
venerable Nerva. | 

Nerva adopted Trajan, who proved the moft ac- 
complifhed prince in all hiftory ; it was a happinefs 
to be born under his reign, which bleffed the em- 
pire with more profperity and true glory than it 
had ever enjoyed before. He was an admirable 
ftatefman, and a moft accomplifhed general; the 
native fweetnefs of his difpofition inclined him to 
univerfal humanity; and his unclouded penetration 
guided him through the beft and pureft traéts of 
government; he was actuated by a noble foul, to 
whofe embellifhment every virtue had contributed ; 
his conduét was free from all extremes, and his 
amiable qualities were tempered with that exact pro- 
portion, that the brightnefs of one was never loft 
in the luftre of another. To fum up all, he was — 
the beft qualified of mankind, to do honour to hu- 
man nature, and to reprefent the divinity on earth. 
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He accomplifhed Caefar’s projeét of invading the 
Parthians, and was very fuccefsful in his wars with 
that mighty people; any monarch but himfelf would 
have funk under the weight of fuch an enterprize, 
where danger was always prefent, and from whence 
the fource of his neceffary fupplies was at a vaft 
diftance; in a word, where he could not be fure vi- 
étory itfelf could fave him from deftruction. 

__ The difficulty confifted in the fituation of the 
‘two empires, and the military difcipline of both na- 
tions. If he directed his march through Armenia 
towards the fources of -Tygris and Euphrates, he 
was fure to be incommoded with a mountainous 
‘and impracticable country, through which no con- 
voy of provifion could pafs, fo that the army would 
be half deftroyed, before they could penetrate into 
Media (a)., On the other hand, if he fhould ftrike 
out a lower tract towards the fouth, through Nifi- 
bis, he would find himfelf bewildered in a ghaftly 
defert that feparated the two empires; and if he 
intended to proceed ftill lower and march through 
Mefopotamia, he was then to crofs a large country 


that was either uncultivated or laid under water ;, 


and as the Tygris and Euphrates flowed from north 


to fouth, he could not gain a paffage into the coun- 


try without quitting thofe rivers, which if he did, 
he muft inevitably perith. 

As to the manner praétifed by the two nations 
in making war, the ftrength of the Romans confift- 


(a) The country did not produce any trees large enough to 
be wrought into engines proper for the fiege of towns. Plut, 
life of Antoninus. J 
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ed in their infantry, which was the moft firm and 
beft difciplined body of foldiers in the world. 

The Parthians, on the contrary, had no infantry, 
but then their horfe were admirable, and always 
combated at fuch a diftance as placed them out of 
the reach of the Roman army, and the javelin was 
feldom launched far enough to wound them. Their 
own weapons confifted of a bow, and many formi- 
dable fhafts, and they rather befieged an army than 
gave it battle; they were purfued to no purpofe in 
their flight, for that was the fame with them as an 
engagement. They carried off all the inhabitants of 
the country, and only left garrifons in their forti- 
fied places; and when thefe were taken, the con- 
querors were obliged to deftroy them. ‘The Par- 
thians likewife fet fire to all the country that lay 
round the Roman army, and did not leave them the 
leaft blade of herbage. In a word, they managed 
their wars in a manner very like that which is now 
praCtifed on the fame frontiers. 

We may add to thefe difadvantages, that the Illy- 
rian and German legions, which were drawn out for 
this war, were no way capable to fuftain it, (a) bes 
caufe the foldiers, who were accuftomed to_plentiful 
food in their own country, perifhed in thefe regions 
for want of many neceffaries. : 

The Parthians by thefe means had accomplithed 
that, for the prefervation of their liberty, which had 
hitherto been impraéticable to all other nations, as 
gainft the victorious power of the Romans: but 
they owed this advantage not to any refiftlefs va- 
lour, but to their inacceffible fituation. 

Adrian gave up the conqueft of Trajan, and 

(a) Sce Herodian’s life of Alexander. 
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made Euphrates the boundary of his empire; and 
indeed it was furprizing that the Romans after fuch 
a feries of war fhould lofe nothing but what they 
were defirous to quit; and thus they refembled the 
ocean, whofe expanfion is never Be but when 
it retires of itielf. 

This conduct of Adrian occafioned great diffatif- 
faction among the people. It was adi in-the 
facred book of that nation (a), that when Tarquin 
intended to build the capitol, he found the place 
moft commodious for his purpofe filled with the 
ftatues of other deities, upon which he employed 
his {kill in augury to difcover if they were inclina- 
ble to refign their places to Jupiter, and they all 
eonfented, except Mars, Hebe, and Terminus. This 
proceeding gave birth to three religious opinions, 
namely, that Mars would never refign his place to 
any other being; that-the Roman youth would be 
always invincible; and that their god Terminus 
would never recede from his ftation; the contrary 
of which was however verified in the reign of 
Adrian. 


OM ABR T E R "XVI 


Confiderations on the State of the Empire from 
ANToNinus to ProBUsS. 


N this period the Stoics propagated their do- 
ctrines in the empire with great popularity; and 
it feems as if nature herfelf had been induftrious to 
produce this admirable fe&t, which refembled thole 


(a) eee deriv, Deis Ev i. 23° 
G5 D 


154 The Rise and FALL of the 


plants the earth caufes to {pring up in places never 
vifited by the fun-beams. 

This fect furnifhed the Romans with their beft 
emperors; none but Marcus Aurelius could extin- 
guifh the rememberance of the firft Antonine who 
adopted him; and we find ourfelves affected with 
a fecret pleafure when we fpeak of this emperor. 
‘We cannot read his life without fome’impreffions: 
of tendernefs, and grow inclinable to think better 
of ourfelves, becaufe the hiftory of that prince 
makes us entertain a more favourable opinion of 
mankind. 

The wifdom of Nerva, the glory of Trajan, the 
valour of Adrian, and the virtue of the two An- 
tonines, gained them the veneration of the foldiers ; 
but when a fet of new monfters became their fuc-. 
ceffors, the abufe of military government appeared 
in its full enormity; and the foldiers, who had ex- 
pofed the empire to fale, affaffinated the emperors 
for the fake of new gratuities. 

It has been a conceived opinion that there is a 
certain prince in the world, who for the fpace of 
fifteen years has been endeavouring to abolith the 
civil government in his dominions, and to fubftitute 
the military in its room. I have no intention to 
make odious reflections on fuch a defign, and fhalt 
only obferve, that from the nature of things in ge- 
neral, two hundred guards may be a better fecurity 
to a prince than four thoufand; and befides, an 
armed people are of all others the moft dangerous 
to be oppofed. 

Commodus fucceeded his father Marcus Aurelius, © 
and was a monfter who gave a loofe to all his own 
paflions, and thofe of his courtiers. The perfons, 
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who delivered the world from fuch a barbarian, 

transferred the imperial dignity to the venerable 
Pertinax, who was foon affaffinated by the praeto- 
rian bands. 

The empire was then expofed to auction, and 
Didius Julian carried it by a number of magnificent 
promifes. This proceeding exafperated the whole 
body of the people; for though the empire had been 

frequently bought, it had never been fold upon cre- 

dit before. Pefcennius Niger, Severus, and Albinus, 
were faluted emperors, and Julian, not being in a 
condition to pay the immenfe fums he had pro- 
mifed, was abandoned by the foldiers. 

Severus defeated Niger and Albinus: he was 
mafter of extraordinary pata, but wanted that 
fweetnefs of difpofition, which in princes is the moft 
amiable quality they can poffefs. 

The power of the emperors might eafily appear 
more tyrannical than that of modern princes; for 
as their dignity was a conjunction of the various 
authorities in the Roman magiftracy, fuch as dicta- 
tors, for inftance, tribunes of the people, procon- 
fuls, cenfors, fupreme pontiffs, and fometimes con- 
fuls, they frequently affumed the difpenfation of 
diftributive juftice, and it was eafy for them to cre- 
ate fufpicions that they had oppreffed thofe whom 

they condemned; for the people ufvally judge of 
the abufe of power, by the greatnefs of its extent; 
whereas the kings of Europe, being legiflators and 
not executors of the law, fovereign princes but not 
Judges, are confequently difcharged from the exer- 
cife of an authority that might prove odious; and 
have configned the infli@ion of punifhments to ma- 
giftrates, whilft they referved to themfelves the di~ 
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{tribution of pardons and other popular aéts of 
mercy. i 

The unhappy cuftom of proferibing, introduced 
by Sylla, was ftill practifed under the emperors; 
and the prince muft have been diftinguifhed by 
fome virtue, if he difcountenanced that fevere pro- 
ceeding; for as the minifters and favourites turned 
their thoughts to confifcations at the beginning of 
a reign, they were always reprefenting to their fo- 
vereign the neceflity of punifhments, and the dan- 
gerous effects of clemency. 

Few emperors have ever been more jealous cf 
their authority than Tiberius and Severus, and yet 
they fuffered themfelves to be governed in a moft 
difhonourabie manner, the one by Sejanus and the 
other by Plautian. 

When Severus gave full play to his proferiptions, 
a great body of Niger’s (a) army retired for fafety 
to the Parthians(2) and perfected them in every part 
of military difcipline wherem they were any way 
defetive; they habituated them to the Roman wez- 
pons, and even taught their workmen how to make 
that martial equipage; in confequence of which, 
that people, who till then had ufually limited their 
exploits to defenfive wars (c), were generally ag- 
greflors for the future. 

It is very remarkable, that in the long feries of 
thofe civil wars that were continually raging, the 

(a) Herodian’s life of Severus. 

(b) This fatality continued in the reign of Alexander. Ar- 
taxerxes, who re-eftablifhed the Perfian empire, made it for- 
midable to the Romans, becaufe their foldiers either through 
caprice or a libertine difpofition deferted in great multitudes 


to the king of Pertfia. 
(c) Namely the Perfians, who followed their example. 


Boman Emraire. 15% 


chiefs, who were fupported by the legions of Eu- 
rope, generally defeated the leaders of the Afiatic 
legions (2); and we read, in the hiftory of Severus, 
that he could not take the city of Atra in Arabia, 
becaufe the European legions having mutinied, he 
was obliged to employ thofe of Syria. 

This difference became evident, when the levies 
were firft made (4) in the provinces, and it appear- 
ed as confiderable in the legions, as it did in the na- 
tions out of which they were raifed, and who by 
nature or education were more or lefs formed for 
war. 

Another unhappy confequence likewife enfued 
from thefe provincial levies; for the emperors, who 
were generally elected out of the foldiery, were for 
the moft part ftrangers, and fometimes the worft of 
Barbarians. Rome was now no longer miftrefs of 
the world, but received laws from the whole uni- 
verfe. 

Each emperor brought with him fome peculiari- 
ty from his own country, relating to fafhions, man- 
ners, politics, or religion ; and Heliogabalus had even 


(a) Severus defeated the Afiatic legions of Niger, Conftan- 
tine thofe of Licinius: Vefpafian, though proclaimed by the 
armies of Syria, made war againft Vitellius only with the le- 
gions of Moefia, Pannonia, and Dalmatia. Cicero, when he 
was at his province, wrote to the fenate, that they fhould not 
reckon on the levies raifed in this country. Conftantine de-. 
feated Maxentius, fays Zozimen, by his cavalry only. See 
hereafter chap. xxiv. 

(b) Auguftus fixed the legions to particular ftations in the 
provinces. The levies were originally raifed at Rome, after 
that among the Latins, in Italy next, and laft of all in the 
provinces, 
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formed a refolution to deftroy every objet of re- 
ligious veneration in Rome, and to banifh all the 
gods from their temples, that he might place his 
own in their room. ` 

This circumftance, even confidered asindepend- 
ent on the fecret operations of the Deity, which are 
obvious to his omnifcience alone, greatly contri- 
buted to the eftabliihment of Chriftianity; for no- 
thing was now ftrange in the empire, and the peo- — 
ple were prepared to relifh every new cuftom which i 
the emperors were inclinable to introduce. | 

It is well known, that the Romans received the 
gods of other nations into their city; but then they 
received them with the air of conquerors, and car- 
ried them in their triumphal proceffions: but when 
ftrangers attempted to eftablifh them by their own 
authority, they were immediately rejected. It is- 
likewife notorious, that the Romans gave foreign 
deities the names of fuch of their own gods as 
were moft conformable to the others, in their at- 
tributes; but when the priefts of other countries 
would introduce the adoration of their divinities, 
under their proper names, among the Romans, 
they were not permitted to accomplifh that de- 
fign; and this was the greateft obftacle to the pro- 
grefs of Chriftianity. 

Caracalla, who fucceeded Severus, may be called 
not only a tyrant, but the deftroyer of mankind: 
Caligula, Nero and Domitian limited their barbari- 
ties to Rome; but this monfter endeavoured to ex- 
tend his fury through the world like a peftilence. 

Severus amafled prodigious treafures by the ex- 
ations of a long reign, and his profcriptions of 


g 
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thofe who declared for his competitors in the em- 
pire. 

Caracalla, having commenced his reign with mur- 
‘dering his brother Geta with his own hands, pur- 
chafed with thofe riches a connivance at bis crime, 
from the foldiers who had an extraordinary regard 
for Geta; but the liberalities of Caracalla had fuch 
an effet upon them, that they declared they had 
taken oaths to both the children of Severus, and 
‘not to one alone. 

The immoderate treafures which have been ga- 
‘thered by princes have commonly produced fatal 
effects: they generally corrupt the fucceffor, who 
grows dazzled with the luftre they diffufe; and if 
‘they happen not to pervert his heart, they mifguide 
his mind, and caufe him to form plans of mighty 
enterprizes, by the miniftration of a power that is 
only accidental, always tranfitory and unnatural, 
and an empty inflation inftead of a real grandeur. 

Caracalla augmented the foldiers pay; Macrinus 
wrote to the Senate, that this augmentation amount- 
ed to (a) feventy millions of drachms (b). This 
prince feems to have magnified things; and if we 
‘compare our foldiers pay now-a-days with the reft 
of our public expences, and fuppofe that they kept 
the fame proportion among the Romans, we fhali 
fee that this fum was exceffive. 

_ Here we fhould enquire what was a Roman fol- 
dier’s pay. We learn from Orofius, that Domitian 


(2) Seven thoufand myriads. Dion. in Macrinus. 

(b) The Attic drachm was the fame with the Roman de» 
rarius, the eighth part of an ounce, and the fixty-fourth part 
of our mare, 
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raifed (a) it a fourth from what it was before. And 
it appears from a foldier’s fpeech in Tacitus, that 
(5) at the death of Auguftus it was ten ounces 
of brafs per day. We find in Suetonius (c), that _ 
Julius Caefar doubled the pay of his time. In Plis 
ny (d), that at the fecond Punic war it was dimi- 
nifhed one fifth. It was then in the firft Punic war 
(e) about fix ounces of copper; in the fecond (f), 
about five ounces; at ten, under Julius Caefar; and 
thirteen and a third, under Domitian (g). I fhall 
make here fome reflections. 
» The pay which the republic might eafily ad- 
vance, when it was only a {mall ftate, when it en- 
gaged in a new war every year, and received the 
{poils of it as often; it was not able to raife, with- 
out running in debt, under the firit Punic war,’ 
when it carried its arms beyond Italy, when it 
maintained a long war, and fupported great armies. 
In the fecond Punic war the pay was reduced 


(a) He raifed it in proportion as feventy-five is to an hune 
dred. 

(b) Annal. lib. r. 

(c) Life of Julius Caefar. 

(d) Hift. Nat. xxxiii. 13. Inftead of giving ten ounces of 
copper for twenty, they paid fixteen. 

(e) A foldier, in the Moflellaria of Plautus, fays it was 
three affes; which can be underftood only of affes of ten oun- 
ces. But if the pay was exactly fix affes in the firft Punic war, 
it was not diminifhed in the fecond a fifth, but a fixth, and 
the fraction was omitted. 

(f) Polybius, who reduces the pay to Greek money, dif 
fers only by a fraction. 

(g) See Orofius and Suetonius in Domitian, They fay the 
fame thing under different words. I have reduced the terms to 
ounces of brafs, that I might be underftood, without having 
recourfe to the feveral fpecies of the Roman money. 
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to five ounces of brafs; and this diminution might 
be made without danger at a time when moft of 
the citizens were afhamed to receive pay, and were 
willing to ferve at their own charge. 

The treafures of Perfia (a), and of fo many o- 
ther kings, which flowed into Rome, put an end 
to taxes there. In fuch public and private opulence, 
they had the prudence not to enlarge the former 
payment of five ounces of brafs. 

Though even from this pay they made a dedu- 
‘Ction for corn, cloths, and arms, ftill it was fuffici- 
vent, becaufe they enrolled only thofe citizens, who 
had patrimonies of their own. 

Marius having enrolled people of no fubftance, 
and his example being afterwards followed, Julius 
Caefar was obliged to augment the pay. 

This augmentation having been continued after 
the death of Caefar, they were obliged, under the 
confulfhip of Hirtius and Panfa, to re-eftablith taxes. 

The weaknefs of Domitian, adding one fourth to 
this pay, was a great blow to the State, the unhap- 
pinefs of which was not that it brought in luxury 
in general, but infufed it among people of that 
condition who ought to be fupplied with no more 
than the bare neceffities which nature requires. 
Laftly, by Caracalla’s final augmentation, the em- 
pire was thrown into fuch a condition, that, not 
being able to fubfift without foldiers, it could not 
fubfift with them. 

Caracalla, to foften the horror of his fratricide, 
inftituted divine honours to his brother Geta; and, 
what was very peculiar, he himfelf received the fame 


(a) Cic. ofie. lib. ii, 
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deification from’ Macrinus, who after he had caufed’ 
him to be flabbed, and was defirous of appeafing 
the praetorian bands, who regretted the death of a 
prince whofe liberalities they had fo often enjoyed, 
erected a temple, and eftablifhed a priefthood of 
Flamins in his honour. 2 

This preferved his memory from all degrading 
imputations, (4) and the fenate not daring to cen- 
fure him, he was not ranked among the tyrants, 
like Commodus, who had not done more to deferve 
that title than himfelf. 

As to the two great emperors Adrian and Seve- 
rus (6), one eftablifhed and the other relaxed the 
military difcipline, and the events exa¢tly corref- 
ponded with their caufes: the reigns which fucceed- 
ed that of Adrian were a feries of happinefs and 
tranquillity ; but after the death of Severus, no- 
thing was feen but a fucceflion of calamities and 
horror. 

Caracalla had confined himfelf to no limitations 
in his prodigality to the foldiers, and in that parti- 
cular he acted conformably to the fentiments of his 
father, who, on his death-béd, advifed him to enrich 
the army and difregard all the reft of mankind. 

But thefe politics could be only accommodated 
to one reign; for the fucceffor, being no longer 
able to continue thofe expences, was foon affaffie 
nated by the army: fo that the emperors who were 
eminent for wifdom, were always murdered by the 
foldiers; and thofe, whofe lives were infamous, were 


(a) Ælius Lampridius in vita Alexandri Severi. 
(b) See the abrigement of Xiphil. in the life of Adrian, and 
Herodian in the life of Severus. 
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‘deftroyed either by the confpiracies or edicts of the 
fenate. 

When a tyrant fuffered himfelf to Be entirely 
influenced by the army, and left the citizens ex- 
pofed to their licentious depredations, fuch injuri- 
‘ous proceedings could not be extended beyond the 
period of one reign; becaufe the foldiers, in confe- 
‘quence of their devaftations, impoverifhed the peo- 
‘ple, and defeated themfelves of their pay by that 
‘event. It therefore became neceflary to reform the 
“military difcipline, which was a project always fatal 
‘to the perfons who prefuméd to attempt it. 

When Caracalla loft his life by the treachery of 
Macrinus, the foldiers, in defpair at the death of a 
prince whofe liberality had been difpenfed to them - 
with an unlimited flow, elected Heliogabalus (a), 
and when he, by his proftitution to infamous plea- 
fures, and the lawlefs extravagancies he fuffered the 
army to commit, grew contemptible even in their 
eyes, they difpatched him by an affaflination. The 
fame fate attended Alexander, who was preparing 
to reftore the true military difcipline, and threaten- 

‘ed to punih the foldiers for their mifconduét (b). 

In this manner a tyrant, who, inftead of being 

follicitous for his fafety, affected an ability to be 
criminal, perifhed with the fatal advantage of bes 
ng murdered a few days before another who would 
“willingly have been a better man. 

. After the death of Alexander, the imperial dig- 


nity was transferred to Maximin, who was the firft 


_ (2) At this time every one thought himfelf good enough 
‘to rife to empire. See Dial. lxxix. 
(2) See Lampridius, 
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emperor of Barbarian extraction, and had been di- 
ftinguifhed by his ftrength and gigantic ftature. 

This prince and his fon were likewife flain by © 
the foldiers. The two firft Gordians perifhed in 
Africa: Maximus, Balbinus, and the third Gordian 
were maffacred: Philip, who had caufed the young 
Gordian to be deftroyed, was himfelf lain with his 
fon; and Decius, who was chofen to fucceed him, 
was murdered in his turn by the treafon of Gal- 
lus (2). 

The Roman empire was improperly fo denomi- 
nated at that time, and might rather be called an 
irregular commonwealth, nearly refembling the A- 
riftocracy of Algiers, where the militia, who are 
invefted with the fovereign power, elect and depofe 
the magiftrate they call the Dey; and it may per- 
haps be taken for a general rule, that a military 
government is, in fome refpects, a republic rather 
than a monarchy. 

But left any one fhould -imagine the foldiers 
_had no other fhare in the government than what 
they extorted by their difobedience and infurrecti- 
ons, let it be afked, whether the orations, in which 
the emperors addreffed themfelves to the army, were 
not at laft very correfpondent to thofe which the 


(a) Cafaubon obferves, on the Hiftoria Augufta, that during 
the period of 160 years which it comprehends, there were 
feventy perfons, who juftly or otherwife, had the title of Cae- 
far. Adeo erant in illo Principatu, quem tamen omnes miran- 
tur, comitia Imperii femper incerta. So uncertain, to the afto- 
nifhment of all, were the eleétions in that empire. Which 
circumftance fufficiently manifefts the difference between the 
Roman government and that of France, where, for the long 
fpace of twelve bundred years, no more than fixty three kings 
have reigned. 
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confuls and tribunes formerly made to the people? 
and though the foldiers had no particular place to 
affemble in, nor were under the regulation of any 
certain forms; though the temper of their minds 
was not ufually ferene, their proceedings confifting 
of a¢tion rather than deliberation, did they not 
however difpofe of the public fortune with a fove- 
reign authority? what was an emperor but the 
minifter of a violent and tumultuous government, 
and did not the foldiers elect him for their own 
particular convenience ? 

When the army affociated into the empire (a) 
Philip, the praetorian prefect of the third Gordian, 
this prince claimed the exercife of an undivided 
command, but did not fucceed in his pretenfions ; 
he then requefted the army to divide the power 
equally between them, but to as little effect; he 
next intreated them to leave him the title of Cae- 
far, and was ftill refufed; he afterwards folicited 
them to create him praetor of the praetorian bands, 
and met with the ufual repulfe; till at laft he was 
reduced to plead for his life. The army, in the 
inftance before us, exercifed the fupreme magiftra- 
cy in their feveral decifions. 

The Barbarians were at firft unknown to the Ro- 
mans, and for fome time afterwards only incommo- 
dious; but at laft they became formidable to them, 
by an event altogether unparalleled at that time, 
and which perhaps may never be equalled hereafter. 
Rome’had fo effectually extinguifhed all nations, 
that when fhe at laft was vanquifhed in her turn, 
the earth feemed to produce a new race of mankind, 
_to accomplifh her deftruétion. 

(a) See Julius Capitolinus, 
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-Thofe princes who have large dominions feldon 
find them bordered by any territories confiderable 
enough to be the objects of their ambition; and 
fhould there be any fuch, they would naturally be 
{wallowed up in a feries of conqueft. We will fay 
they are bounded then by feas and mountains, and 
vaft deferts, whofe fterility rendered them con- 
temptible. The Romans for this reafon fuffered 
the Germans to range in their forefts and gloomy 
wilds, and let the northern nations fhiver amidft 
the polar fnow; and yet thofe inhofpitable regions 
produced a people, who at laft enflaved the cons 
querors of the world. 

In the reign of Gallus a mighty colleCtion of 
nations, who afterwards became more celebrated, 
fpread their ravages through all Europe, and the 
Perfians, having invaded Syria, abandoned their 
conquefts only to preferve their booty. 

We no longer fee any of thofe fwarms of Bare 
barians which the north formerly fent out. The 
violences of the Romans had made the people of 
the South retire into the North: while the force 
which confined them, fubfifted, they remained 
there: when it was weakened, they difperfed thems 
felves into all parts (a). The fame thing happened 
fome apes after. The conquefts and tyrannies of 
Charlemagne had again forced the nations of the 
South into the North: as foon as this empire was 
weakened, they poured a fecond time from the 
North into the South. And if at prefent a prince 
made the fame ravages in Europe, the nations driv- 
_eninto the North, with their backs to the limits of 


(2) This may ferve for an anfwer to the famous queftioas 
Why the North is no longer fo populous as formerly ? 
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the univerfe, would maintain their ground, till the 
moment they fhould overrun and conquer Europe 
a third time. 

The miferable diforders, which had fo long been 
fpringing up in the feveral fucceflions of the em- 
perors, were now come to their fatal maturity, and 
that period which was concurrent with the clofe of 
Valerian’s reign, and the duration of that of his 
fon Gallienus, produced thirty pretenders to the 
‘empire, the greateft part of whom being fwept a- 
way by their mutual contentions, their devaftations 
were limited to a fhort reign; and they gained 
nothing durable but the appellation of the thirty 
tyrants. 

Valerian having been taken prifoner by the Per- 
fians, and his fon Gallienus neglecting the public 
affairs, the Barbarians penetrated into all parts, and 
the empire was now in the fame condition it was 
afterwards reduced to in the weft (a), at the clofe 
of another century, and it would then have felt its 
laft convulfions, had not a happy conjunétion of 
events interpofed for its prefervation. 

The terrible confufion in fucceeding to the em- 
pire being come to its height, we find at the end of 
the reign of Valerianus, and during that of Gal- 
lienus his fon, no lefs than thirty pretenders to the 
throne, moft of whom having got poffeflion of it, 
and reigned for a ney fhort time, were called the 
T yrants. 

` Odenatus, prince of Palmyra, and one of the 
Roman allies, difloged the Perfians, who had invad- 
ed the greateft part of Afia: Rome furnifhed an ar- 


(a) An hundred and fifty years after this event, the Barbae 
tians invaded the empire in the reign of Honorius. 
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‘my of its own citizens, and they effectually deliver- 

ed it from the Barbarians who came to pillage their 
city: an innumerable army of Scythians, who put 
to fea in a fleet of five thoufand fhips entirely pe- 
rifhed by ftorms, fatigue and famine, and even by 
their formidable grandeur; and Gallienus being at 
laft flain, Claudius, Aurelian, Tacitus, and Probus, 
who happily fucceeded him, and were four extra- 
ordinary princes, {natched the empire from the 
verge of ruin. 


“CH A,P TE RAN 


Changes in the SO R 7 E 


HE emperors, to prevent the continual trea- 

F fons of the army, affociated into the govern- 
ment proper perfons in whom they might confide; 
and Dioclefian, under pretext of the weight and 
multiplicity of the public affairs, eftablithed a law, 
that there fhould always be two emperors and as 
many Caefars. He judged, that, by this proceeding, 
‘the four principal armies, being poffeffed by the part- 
ners in the empire, would naturally intimidate one 
another, and that the inferior armies being too weak 
to have any thoughts of raifing their chiefs to the 
imperial dignity, their cuftom of eleGion would be 
gradually difcontinued, and entirely abolifhed atlaft, 
Befides, the dignity of the Caefars being always fu- 
bordinate, that power, which, for the fecurity of the 
government, was in the participation of four, would 
be exercifed in its full extent by no more than two. 
The foldiers were likewife reftrained from their 
exorbitances by confidering, that as the riches of 
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particular perfons as well as the’public treafure 
were confiderably diminifhed, the emperors were — 
in no condition to offer them fuch large donations 
as formerly, and confequently the gratuities would 
be no longer proportionable to the danger of a 
new election. 

We may add to this, that the prefects of the 
praetorian bands, whofe power and employments 
rendered them the grand vifters of thofe times, and 
frequently tempted them to murder their emperors, 
in order to raife themfelves to the throne, were 
greatly reduced by Conftantine, who divefted them 
of all but their civil functions, and augmented their 
number to four inftead of two. 

The lives of the emperors began now to be in 
greater fecurity, and they might Telonably expect 
to die peaceably in their Bau. This circumftance~ 
feems in fome meafure to have foftened their dif 
pofitions, and they no longer fhed human biood 
with the barbarous prodigality of their predece‘{ors.» 
But as the immen‘e power they {till poffefled muf 
needs have fome particular tendency, it began to 
manifeft itfelf in a fpecies of tyranny lefs glaring 
than the former. The fubje&ts were no longer af- 
frighted with inhuman maffacres, but then they were 
haraffed by unjuft fentences and forms of judica- 
ture, which feemed to defer death only to render 
life itfelf uncomfortable. The court governed, and 
was likewife fwayed in its turn, by a-greater varie- 
ty of artifices and a more exquifite train of politi- 
cal refinements, which were conducted with greater 
filence than ufual. Ina word, inftead of an unter- 
tified difpofition to form a bad a&ion, and a cruel 
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precipitation to commit it, thofe gigantic iniquities 
fhrunk into the vices of.weak minds, and could 
only be called languid crimes. - 

A new train of corruption was now introduced; 
the firft emperors purfued pleafures, but thefe funk 
into foftnefs. They fhewed themfelves with lefs 
frequency to the foldiers, were more indolent and 
fonder of their domeftics, more devoted to the pae 
lace, and more abftraéted from the empire. = 

The poifon of the court grew more malignant 
in proportion to the difguife it aflumed. All dire& 
terms were difufed in difcourfe, and diftant infinus 
ations became the dialect of the palace. Every fhin- 
ing reputation was fullied, and the minifters as well 
as the officers of the army were perpetually left to 
the difcretion of that fort of people, who, as they 
cannot be ufeful to the {tate themfelves, fuffer none 
to ferve it with reputation and glory. In a word, 
thar affability of the firft emperors, which- alone 
qualified them for an infight into their affairs, was 
now intirely difcarded. The prince had no infor 
mations, but what were conveyed to him by the 
canal of a few favourites, who being always in con: 
cert together, and even when they feemed to dif 
agree in their opinions, were only in the province 
of a fingle perfon to their fovereign. 

The refidence of feveral emperors in Afia, and 
their perpetual competition with the kings of Pers 
fia, made them form a refolution to be adored like 
thofe monarchs; and Dioclefian, though others fay 
Galerius, publithed an edict to that effect. 

This pompous imitation of the Afiatic pride be 

ing once eftablifhed, the people were foon habituat= 
ed to fuch a fpectacle; and when Julian would have 
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regulated his conduct by a modeft fimplicity of man- 
ners, that proceeding, which was no more than a re- 
novation of the ancient behaviour, was imputed to 
him as a reproachful inattention to his dignity. 

_ Though feveral Emperors had reigned after Mar- 
cus Aurelius, yet the empire was undivided; and 
as the authority of thofe princes was acknowleged 
in all the provinces, it was but one power, though 
exercifed by many perfons., 

But Galerius (2) and Conftantius Chlorus, being 
at variance with each other, divided the empire in 
ality; and this example, which was afterwards 
allowed by Conftantine, who purfued the plan of 
salerius and not that of Diaclefian, introduced a 
uftom which might be called a revolution rather 
han a change. 

We may likewife add, that the ftrong defire of 
Conftantine to be the founder of a new city, and 
m impulfe of vanity to diftinguith it by his own 
ame, determined him to transfer the feat of empire 
9 the eaft. Though Rome was far from being fo 
pacious within the walls as it is at prefent, yet the 
uburbs were prodigioully extenfive (b): Italy was 
led with feats of pleafure, and might properly be 
alled the garden of Rome. The bufbandmen were 
in Sicily, Africa, and Egypt (c); but the gardeners 


(== 


(a) See Orofius, !. vii. and Aurelius Vidor. 

(4) Expatiantia tecta multas addidere urbes, fays Plin. Nat, 
dift. lib. iii. 

(cA) Corn, fays Tacitus, was formerly exported from Italy 
ithe diftant provinces, and it is not a barren land now; but 
we cultivate Africa and Egypt, and choofe to expofe the lives 
i the Roman people to danger. 
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lived altogether in Italy. The lands were general y 
cultivated by the flaves of the Roman citizens, but 
when the feat of empire was eftablithed in the eaft, 
all Rome was in a manner tranfplanted to that fitu- 
ation. Thither did the grandees fend their flaves, or, 
in other words, the greateft part of the people, and 
Italy was almoft exhaufted of its inhabitants. 

It was Conftantine’s intention that the new city 
fhould not be inferior in any particular to the old 
one; and therefore he took care to have it fufficients 
ly fupplied with corn, commanding all the harveft of 
Egypt to be fent to Conftantinople, and confignin 
that of Africa to Rome, which does not feem to hay 
been a very judicious proceeding. 

Whilft the republic fubfifted, the people of Rome 
who were then the fovereigns of all other nations, 
became naturally intituled to a proportion of the 
tribute: this circumftance induced the fenate to fell 
them corn, at firft, for a low price, and afterwards 
to make a gratuitous diftribution of it among them; 
and when monarchy itfelf was introduced, this Tat 
ter cuftom was ftill continued, though entirely op: 
pofite to the principles of that form of government 
It is true, the abufe remained unredtified through af 
apprehenfion of the inconveniencies that would have 
rifen from its difcontinuance; but when Conftantine | 
founded a new city, he eftablithed the fame cuftomyy 
without the leaft appearance .of reafon. 

When Auguflus had conquered Egypt, he condi 
veyed the treafure of the Prolemies to Rome; ana 
this proceeding occafioned much the fame revolus | 
tion, which the difcovery of the Indies afterwards 
efietcd in Europe, and which fome ridiculou 
fchemes have fince accomplifhed in our time. The 
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revenue was doubled at Rome, (a) and as that city _ 
continued to abforb all the riches of, Alexandria, 
which was itfelf the repofitory of the treafures of 
Africa and the Faft; gold and filver by thefe means 
became very common in Europe, and the people 
‘were able to pay very confiderable taxations even 
in money. 
But when the empire was afterwards divided, all 
thefe riches flowed in a full tide to Conftantinople ; 
% we may add to this unhappy circumftance, that 
the mines in Germany (4) had not then been open- 
a > that thofe of Italy (c) and Gaul were very few 
a nd inconfiderable, and that the mines of Spain (æ) 
had not been worked fince the Carthaginians loft 
that country, or at leaft they were not fo produ. 
tive as formerly. Italy itfelf was now a continued 
wafte of forfaken gardens, and confequently could 
not be in any condition to draw money from -the 
Eaft, whilft the Weft at the fame time was drained 
of all its wealth, by the oriental merchants who 
fupplied the inhabitants with their neceflary com- 
nodities. Gold and filver, by thefe means, became 
(2) Sueton. in Auguft. Orof. |. vi. Rome often met with 
thefe revolutions, I have before obferved that the treafores 
brought thither from Macedonia fuperfeded all farther tribute. 
Cicero in his Offices, 1. ii. 
(b) Tacitus, De moribus Germanorum, declares this in ex- 
prefs terms. Befides we know pretty near the time in which 
molt of the mines of Germany were opened. See Thoimas 
Bony *” of the origin of the mines of the Harts. Thofe of 
Saxony are thought to be lefs antient. 

(c) See Pliny Nat. Hift. xxxvii. 77. 
(d) The Carthaginians, fays Diodorus, underftood very well 


the art of making an advantage of them; and the Romans that . 
of hindering others from making fuch advantage. 
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extremely fcarce in Europe, and yet the emperors 
extorted the fame pecuniary tributes as formerly, 
which completed the general deftruétion. 

When a government has been eftablithed in one 
certain form, and its political circumftances are ad- 
jufted to a particular fituation, it is generally pru- 
dent to leave them in that condition; for the fame 
caufes which have enabled fuch a ftate to fubfift, 
though they may frequently be complicated and un- 
known, will ftill continue to fupport it; but when 
the whole fyftem is changed, remedies can only be 
accommodated to the inconveniencies vifible in the 
theory, whilit others, which nothing but experience 
can point out, are lurking without oppofition, in 
the new plan. 

For thefe reafons, though the empire grew al- 
ready too great, yet it was effectually ruined by the 
divifions into which it was parcelled, becaufe all the 
parts of this valt body had for a long feries of time 
been arranged fo as to become fettled and fteady, 
and were compacted by a mutual dependency 
through the whole. 

Conftantine, (a) after he had weakened the ca- 
pital, proceeded to impair the frontiers by drawing 
off thofe legions who were ftationed on the banks 
of great rivers, and diftributing them into the 
provinces. This innovation was extremely preju- 
dicial in more inftances than one; for as the bar- 


(2) This account of Conftantine’s proceedings no way con- 
tradicts the ecclefiaftical writers, who declare they confine them- 
felves to thofe actions of this prince which had any relation 
to religion, without concerning themfelves with the political | 
tranfactions in that reign. Eufeb. Life of Conftantine, 1. i. 
C. 9. Socrates, Lis C. 5. 
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rier which comprehended fo many nations was now 
removed ; fo the foldiers (a) paffed all their time, and 
grew effeminate in the circus and the theatres (4). 

When Julian was fent by Conftantius into Gaul, 
he found that fifty towns on the Rhine (c) had been 
taken by the Barbarians, that the provinces were all 
plundered, and that there was now no more than 
the fhadow of a Roman army, which fled at the 
very mention of the enemies name. 

This prince by his wifdom, (A and perfeverance, 
joined with oeconomy, conduct, and valour, and 
profpered by a noble feries of heroic actions, chaf- 
ed the Barbarians out of their new fettlements, and 
his name became a terror as long as he lived (e). 

The fhortnefs of the reigns, the divers political 
parties, the different religions, the particular feéts 
of thofe religions, have occafioned the characters 
of the emperors to come down to us extremely dif-, 
figured; of which take only two examples: that 
Alexander, who is fuch a coward in Herodian, ap- 


(a) Zozimus, |. ii. 

(b) After the eftablifhment of Chriftianity, the combats of 
gladiators were very feldom exhibited, and Conftantine prohibit- 
ed them by his authority ; but this barbarous cuftom was not en- 
tirely abolifhed till the time of Honorius. The Romans retained 
nothing of thcir ancient fhews, but what tended to emafculate 
their minds and allure them to pleafure. In former times, the 
foldiers before they took the field were entertained with a com- 
bat of gladiators, to familiarife them to the fight of blood and 
weapons of war, and to infpire them with intrepidity when they 
engaged the enemy. Jul. Capit. Life of Maximus and Balbinus, 

(c) Ammian Marcellin. |. xvi, xvii, and xviii. 

(d) Ammian Marcellin. ibid. 

(e) See the noble panegyric made by Ammianus Marcellinus 
on this prince, 1. xxv. 
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pears full of courage in Lampridius; Gratian, fe 
much extolled by the Orthodox, Philoftorgius com- 
pares to Nero. 

No prince faw the neceflity of reftoring the an- 
cient plan more than Valentinian. His whole life 
was employed in fortifying the banks of the Rhine, 
making levies, raifing caftles, placing troops in pro- 
per fiations, and furnifhing them with fubfiftence 
on thofe frontiers; but an event, that afterwards 
happened, determined his brother Valens to open 
the Danube, and that proceeding was attended with 
very dreadful confequences. 

That tra& of land which lies between the Palus 
Maeotis, the mountains of Caucafus and the Cafpi- 
an fea, was inhabited by a numerous people who 
compofed great part of the nation of the Huns or 
that of the Alans. The foil was exceeding fertiles 
the inhabitants were fond of wars and robberies, 
and were always either on horfeback or in their cha- 
riots, and wandered about the country wherein they 
were inclofed: they fometimes made depredations 
on the frontiers of Perfia and Armenia; but the 
ports of the Cafpian fea were eafily guarded, and 
it was difficult for them to penctrate into Perfia, by 
any other avenucs; and as they imagined it im- 
practicable to crofs the Palus Maeotis, they were 
altogether unacquainted with the Romans; fo that 
whilft other nations of Barbarians ravaged the em- 
pire, thefe confined them within the limits which 
their ignorance had drawn around them. 

It has been the opinion of fome, (a) that the 
flime which was rolled down by the current of the 
Tanais, had by degrees formed a kind of incrufta 


. (2) Zozimus, |. 4. 
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tion on the furface of the Cimmerian Bofphorus, 
over which thefe people are fuppofed to have paffed. 
Others (2) inform us, that two young Scythians be- 
ing in full purfuit of a hind, the terrified creature 
fwam over that arm of the fea, upon which the’ 
youths, immediately following her in the fame track, 
were exceedingly aftonithed to find themfelves in a 
new world; and at the return to the old one, they 
gave their countrymen (4) a particular account of the 
ftrange lands, and, if Imay be indulged in the expref- 
fion, the inviting Indies they had lately difcovered. 
Upon this information, an innumerable body of 
Huns immediately paffed thofe ftreights; and, meet- 
ing firft with the Goths, made that people fly before 
them. It fhould feem as if thefe mighty countries 
poured their nations out precipitately upon one a- 
nother, and that Afia had acquired a new weight to 
make it ponderate equal to the European power. 
The Goths in confternation prefented themfelves 
on the banks of the Danube, and witha fuppliant air 
intreated the Romans to allow them a place of re- 
fuge. The flatterers (c) of Valens improved this 
conjuncture, and repr éfented it as a fortunate con- 
queft of a new people, who by the acceflion of their 
numbers would defend and enrich the empire. 
Valens ordered (A them to be admitted into his 


(a) D de rebus Geticis, The Mifcellaneous Hif. 
of Procopius. b 

(b) eVide Sozomen. l. 6. 

(c) Ammian Marcellin. 1. 29. 

(d) Several of thofe who had received thefe orders abandon- 
ed themfelves to a brutal paffion for fome of the male refugees; 
others were enfnared by the beauty of the young Barbarians of 
the other fex, and became the captives of theif female faves; 
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territories, upon delivering up their arms, but his 
officers fuffered them to repurchafe with their mo- 
ney as many as they pleafed; they were afterwards 
diftributed into feveral allotments of land; but the 
Goths, (a) contrary to the cuftom of the Huns, did 
not cultivate the portions of ground affigned them. 
They were even left deftitute of the promifed fup- 
plies of corn, and were ready to perih amidft a 
land of plenty; they were armed for war, and yet 
unjuftly infulted. In confequence of thefe provoca- 
tions they ravaged all the country from the Danube 
to the Bofphorus; they deftroyed Valens and all his 
army, and repaffed the Danube only to quit the hi- 
deous folitude they had effected by their devafta- 
tions (4). 


a third fort were corrupted by prefents in money, linen habits, 
and fringed mantles; and all their thoughts only tended to 
enrich their houfes with flaves, and to ftock their farms with 
cattle. Hit. of Dexippus. 

(a) See the Gothic hiftory by Prifcus, who has fet this dif- 
ference of cuftoms in a clear light. It may be alked perhaps, 
how it was poffible for nations who never cultivated their lands, 
to be fo powerful, when thofe of America are fo very weak: 
Jt is becaufe people who follow a paftoral life are furnifhed with 
a better fubfiftenee, than thofe who live by the chace. 

It appears by the aecount given by Ammianus Marccllinus, 
that the Huns in their firft fettlements did not manure their 
lands, and only fubfifted on their flocks and herds in a country 
that abounded with rich paftures, and was watered with many 
rivers; fuch is the practice of the inhabitants of little Tartary, 
which is part of the fame country. And it is probable that 
the nations we have been fpeaking of, having, after their mi- 
grations from their native land, fettled in countries that af- 
forded little or no pafturage for their cattle, applied themfelves 
to the cultivation of the foil. 

b) Zee Zozimus l.iv. See alfo Dexippus’s Extraét of the 
Embaffics of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, 
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GHAP PER XVN. 


An Account of fome new Maxims received by the 
Romans. 


N Ometimes, the pufillanimous fpirit of the em. 
S perors (a), and frequently the defencelefs ftate 
of the empire made the people employ their money 
to appeafe the nations who threatened to invade 
them; but the defired peace could never be effeétu- 
ally purchafed, becaufe thofe who fold it could, 
whenever they pleafed, oblige the Romans to buy 
it again. 

Tt is much better to hazard an unfuccefsful war, 
than to part with great fums for a precarious peace; 
for a prince is always refpected when it is known 
he will make a Jong refiftance before he can be van- 
quifhed. 

- Befides, fuch gratifications as thefe were changed 
into tribute at laft, and though they were free at the 
beginning, they became neceflary in the event, and 
pafled for an acquired property: for which reafon, 
when an emperor refufed them to fome particular 
people, or was not difpofed to give them fo much 
as they demanded, they immediately declared them- 
felves his mortal enemies. To produce an inftance 
or two, from athoufand: the army, which Julian 
led againft the Perfians, (5) was puifued in its re- 
treat from the Eaft, by the Arabians, to whom the 
cuftomary tribute had been refufed: and ina fhort 


(a) At firt they gave all to the foldicrs; afterwards all to 
the enemy. 
(b) Ammian, Marcellin. |. 24. 
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time afterwards, in the reign of Valentinian, the 
Germans (4), who had been offered more inconfi- 
derable prefents than ufual, grew exafperated at that 
difobliging frugality, and thefe northern people, be- 
ing already influenced by a point of honour, aveng- 
ed themfelves of this pretended infult, by a cruel 
war. 

All thofe nations who furrounded the empire in 
Europe and Afia, exhaufted it by degrees of its 
riches; and as the Romans derived their grandeur 
and power from the gold and filver, which flowed 
into the empire from the coffers of fo many kings; 
they now grew weak and defpicable, (4) becaufe the 
fame gold and filver was drained from them by 
other nations. | 

The mifcondu& of politicians is not always vo- 
luntary, but happens frequently to be the unavoid- 
able confequence of their particular fituation, and 
therefore one inconvenience is: generally the off- 
{pring of another. 

The army, as we have already declared, became 


(a) Idem 1, 26. 
(b) You would willingly be rich, faid Fulian to his mutinous 
army, there is Perfia for your purpofe, Jet us march thither; 
_ for, belicve me, all the riches of the Roman republic are now 
no more; our poverty is owing to thofe who perfuaded our 
princes to purchafe peace from the Barbarians, Our treafury 
is exhaufted, our cities are in ruins, and our provinces lock 
dreadful with defolation. An emperor who knows no riches 
but thofe of the mind is not afhamed to acknowlege a virtuous 
and irreproachable poverty. You may revolt if you are fo 
difpofed; for my part, either death fhall relieve me, for I {corn 
a life of which the leat fever can deprive me, as effectually as 
my fword; or I will retire from the world, for I have not 
pafled my days in fuch a manner as to be incapable of a pri- 
vate life. Amm, Mareell, L xxiv. 


j 
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very expenfive to the ftate, and the foldiers had 
three forts of advantages; their ordinary pay, do- 
nations of recompence after their fervices, and ac- 
cidental liberalities, which were often claimed as 
ftated properties by a body of men who had both 
princes and people in their power. ` 

The inability of the people, to furnifh thefe ex- 
pences, obliged them to employ a lefs chargeable 
foldiery, and treaties were {truck up with barbarous 
nations, who had neither the luxury of the Roman 
army, nor the fame fpirit and pretenfions. 

There was another advantage, befides this; for 
as the Barbarians poured their troops into a coun- 
try with the greateft precipitation, the Romans be- 
ing unprovided for their reception, and finding it 
fometimes difficult to raife levies in the provinces, 
were obliged to hire another party of Barbarians, 
who were always mercenary, and eager for battle 
and plunder. This expedient had its ufe in the pre- 
fent emergency, but when that was over, the Ro- 
mans found it as difficult to rid themfelves of their 
new allies, as of their enemies themfelves. 

The ancient Romans never fuffered the auxiliary 
troops to out-number their own, in their armies (a); 
and though their allies might properly be reputed 
their fubjeéts, yet they had no inclination to let 
thofe fubjeis be better warriors than themfelves. 

But in the latter times, this proportion of the 
auxiliaries was not only difregarded, but even the 
national troops were compofed of Barbarian foldiers. 


~ 


(2) This obfervation is made by Vegetius, and it appears 
from Livy, that if the auxiliaries fometimes exceeded the Ro- 
mans in number, the fiperiority was very inconficerable, 
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Thus were cuftoms eftablifhed, quite oppofite to 
thofe which had rendered the Romans mafters of 
~ the world, and as the genius of their former poli- 


tics always prompted them to referve the military. 


art to themfelves, and exclude their neighbours 
from any participation of its principles, they now 
extinguibed it in their own people, and eftablithed 
it among foreigners. 

Take this compendium of the Roman hiftory: 
they fubdued all nations, by their maxims, but 
when they had fo far fucceeded, their republic could 
not fubfift any longer; the plan of their govern- 
ment muft be changed, and maxims, contrary to the 
firft, being then introduced, they were divefted of 
all their eel ata 

Fortune never interpofes in the government of 
this world, and we may be convinced of this truth 
by the Romans, who enjoyed a continual feries of 
profperity when they regulated their condué by one 
invariable plan; but they fuffered an uninterrupted 
train of calamities, when they acted upon different 
principles. There are a fet of general caufes, either 
moral or phyfical, which operate in every monarchy, 
and either raife and maintain it, or elfe involve it 
in ruin. All accidental conjunctures are fubordi- 
nate to thefe caufes; and if the hazard of a battle, 
which in other words is no more than a particular 
caufe, has been deftrudtive to a ftate, fome general 
caufe prefided and made a fingle battle be the in- 
evitable ruin of that ftate. In a word, the tenden- 


cy of the main principle draws after it all the par- | 


ticular incidents. 
We are fenfible, that for two centuries paft, the 
Danih troops have been generally defeated by the 
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Swedes; we may therefore conclude, that, inde- 
pendent of the bravery of the two nations, and 
the chance of war, either their civil or military 
government is difconcerted, by fome fecret faw 
which produces this effect, and Iam of opinion it 
may eafily be difcovered. 

In a word, the Romans loft their military difci- 
pline, and even neglected it in their very arms, 
Vegetius (a) acquaints us, that the foldiers finding 
them too ponderous, obtained the emperor Gra- 
tian’s permiffion to quit their coats of mail; and 
foon after their helmets; and when their bodies were 
thus defencelefs, they grew attentive to nothing but 
flight. © 

The fame author adds, they had loft the art of 
fortifying their camp, and that by this negligence 
they were eafily overwhelmed by the Barbarian 
horfe. 

The cavalry of the firft Romans was not nu- 
merous, it was but the eleventh part of a legion, 
and often lefs, and what is extraordinary, was 
made lefs ufe of by them than by us, who are ob- 
liged to carry on fo many fieges, where cavalry is 
of little fervice. When the Roman empire was in 
its decay, their forces confifted of little elfe but ca- 
valry. Iimagine, as a nation improves in the know- 
lege of the military art, it trufls the more to its in- 
fantry; and as that fcience decreafes, it increafes 
its cavalry in proportion: the reafon is, becaufe the 
infantry, whether light or heavy, is nothing with- 
out difcipline, whereas, the cavalry is always of ufe 


- 


s 


(2) De re militari, 1. i, c. 20. 
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even in its diforder (2). The aétion of the latter 
confifts chiefly in its impetuofity and fudden thock; 
that of the former in its refiftance and impenetra- _ 
ble firmnefs, which -is not fo much aétion as re- 
action. Laftly, the force of the cavalry is mo- 
mentaneous; that of the infantry of longer dura- 
tion; now there is need of difcipline to continue 
it in a perfevering ftate.` 

The Romans arrived at univerfal monarchy not 
only by the arts of war, but likewife by their wif 
dom, their perfeverance, their paffion for glory, and 
their heroic love for their country: and when even 
thefe virtues difappeared under the emperors, and 
they had only the art military among them, yet this 
alone, notwithftanding the weaknefs and tyranny of 
their princes, enabled them to preferve their former 
acquifitions, But when corruption had at laft in- 
finuated itfelf among the foldiery, they became the 
prey of every nation. | 

An empire, founded by arms, muft likewife have 
arms for its fupport. But as a people, when their 
ftate is in confufion, are at a lofs how to rectify 
their civil diforders; in the fame manner, when they 
enjoy a profound peace, and are refpected for their 
power, they never imagine this calm fcene may 
change, and confequently negleét their military 
force, from whence as they have nothing more to, 
hope, fo they fanfy they have all things to fear, 
and fometimes proceed fo far as to weaken that 
bafis of their welfare. 


(a) The cavalry of the Tartars, without obferving any of 
our military maxims, has at all times performed great things. 
Sce the Hiftories, and particularly thofe of the conqueft of 
China, 
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It was an inviolable law among the Romans, that 
whoever abandoned his poft, or quitted his arms in 
the combat, fhould be punifhed with death. Julian 
and Valentinian had reinforced the ancient penal- 
ties in this particular; but the Barbarians who 
were taken into the Roman pay (a), and were 
accuftdmed to make war in the manner now pra- 
étifed by the Tartars, who flie in order to rally, 
and are more follicitous for plunder than martial 
reputation, were incapable of conforming to fuch 
fevere regulations. 

' The difcipline of the ancient Romans was fo 
ftrict, that they have had generals who fentenced 

‘their own children to die, for gaining a battle with- 

yout their orders: but when they were intermixed 
with the Barbarians, they contraéted, from that af- 
fociation, the fame fpirit of independency which 
marks out the character of thofe nations; and fuch 
who read the wars of Belifarius with the Goths 
will fee a general very frequently difobeyed by his 
officers. 

Sylla and Sertorius amidft the fury of civil wars 
would rather die than connive at any thing from 
whence Mithridates might derive the leat advan- 
tage; but in the fucceeding times, when a minifter 
(b) or any grandee, imagined it would be favoura- 
ble to his avarice, his revenge, or ambition to ad- 


(a) They would not fubmit to the Roman difcipline. See 
Ammianus Marcellinus l. xviii. who relates it as an extraor- 
dinary circumflance, that they cond:fcended in one inftance 
to pleafe Julian, who intended to fortify feveral places be- 
longing to the ftate. 

(b) This was not to be wondered at in that mixture of na- 
tions, who had been ufed to a wandering life, and had no know- i 
lege of any country of their own, fince entire bodies of them 
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mit the Barbarians into the empire, he immediately 
permitted them to give a loofe to their depredations, 

No ftates are more neceffitated for tributes, than 
thofe which are weak, becaufe this circumftance ob- 
liges them to augment their charges in proportion 
to the people’s inability to defray them; and there- 
fore the tributes in the Roman provinces became 
infupportable. 

It would not be improper to read Salvian’s (æ) 
account of the horrible exactions that were made 
upon the people. The citizens were fo harraffed by 
the farmers of the revenue, that they were obliged 
either to feek refuge among the Barbarians, or fur- 
render their liberty to the firt of their infariable 
countrymen who would accept of fuch a prefent, 

This may account for the relations we find in 
our French hiftory, of the patience with which the 
Gauls fupported a revolution calculated to eftablifh 
that fhocking diftinGtion between a gallant nation, 
and a community of fervile wretches; I fay, be- 
tween a nation who retained their liberty and mie 
litary privileges, and an ignoble body of people. 
The Barbarians, in making fo many citizens flaves 
to till the earth, that is, the country to which they 
were attached, introduced no fervices which were 
not more cruelly exacted before (b). 


would frequently fide with the enemy who had conquered them, 
even againft their own nation. See Procopius’s account of the 
Goths under Vitiges. 

(2) See his whole fifth book, de Gubernatione Dei. See 
alfo, in the account of the Embafly, written by Prifcus, the 
fpeech of a Roman who had fettled among the Huns, on his 
happinefs in that country. 

(b) See Salvian, lib, v. and the laws of the Code, and the 
Digeft on them. 
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SHA PTER XIX. 


Some Particulars of the Grandeur of Attila. The 
eftablifoment of the Barbarians accounted for. 
Reafons why the Weftern Empire was overturn- 
ed, before that in the Eaft. my 

S Chriftianity was eftablifhed when the empire 

A was in a declining condition, the profeffors 
of this religion reproached the Pagans for that de- 
cay, and thefe retorted the charge on the religious 
doétrines of their antagonifts. The Chriftians re- 
plied, that Dioclefian (a) ruined the empire by affo- 
ciating his three collegues; becaufe each emperor 
would be altogether as expenfive, and maintained 
as great armies as could have fubfifted had there 
been but one fovereign; in confequence of which, 
thofe who furnifhed the contributions being une- 
qually proportioned to the number of the receivers, 
the charge became fo exceffive, that the lands were 
forfaken by the hufbandmen, and for want of cul- 
tivation lay wafte, and were covered with wild and 
barren forefts. 

The Pagans, on the other hand, were perpetual- 
ly exclaiming againft the ftrange innovations in re- 
ligion, ‘introduced by their adverfaries and never 
heard of till thofe days; and as the overflowings 
of the Tyber, and other prejudicial effects of na- 
ture, were, in the flourifhing ftate of Rome, afcribed 
to the difpleafure of the Gods; fo the calamities of 
declining Rome were imputed to a religious novel- 
ty, and the fubverfion of the ancient altars. 


(a) Lactantius, De morte perfecutorum. 
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Symmachus the prefeét, in a letter (2) to the 
emperors, relating to the altar of Victory, attacked 
the Chriftian religion with arguments extremely po- 
pular, and confequently very feducing, and had art. 
enough to fet them off with all the plaufibility in- 
vention could furnifh. 
<< What circumftance, fays he, can lead us more 
effectually to the knowlege of the Gods, than the 
experience of our former profperity ? we ought 
to be faithful to fuch a feries of ages, and purfue 
the fame track in which our fathers fo happily 
followed their anceftors. Imagine Rome herfelf 
{peaks to you in this manner: Oimperial princes! 
compaflionate fathers of your country ! look with 
eyes of veneration on thofe years of mine, where- 
in I always conformed to the ceremonies of my 
predecefiors. Thofe facred inftitutions have made 
the univerfe obedient to my laws. Thefe were 
the allies that chafed Hannibal from my walls, and 
drove the Gauls in confufion from the capitol. 
We fervently afk peace for the gods of our coun- 
try, nay we follicit it in the anguifh of our fouls, 
for our compatriot deities! we have no inclina- 
tion to engage in difputes which are only proper 
for idle perfons, and we would exprefs ourfelves 
in the language of fupplication, and not of war.” 

Symmachus was anfwered by three celebrated au- 
thors. Orofius compofed his hiftory to prove there 
had always been calamities in the world, as great as 
thofe complained of by the Pagans. Salvian likewife 
writ his book (4), wherein he maintains, that the , 
ravages of the Barbarians were to be imputed to the 
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(a) Letter of Symmach. l. x. 4. 
(2) OF God’s Government. 
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degenerate behaviour of the Chriftians: and St. Au- 
ftin (a) demonftrates, that the city of heaven is ve- 
ry different from that city on earth, in which the 
ancient Romans received, for a few human virtues, 
a recompence as-vain as the virtues themfelves. 

We have already obferved that part of the poli- 
tics of the ancient Romans confifted in dividing all 
the powers that gave them any umbrage; but that 
fcheme was defeated in after times, and Rome could 
not prevent Attila from conquering all the north- 
ern nations; he extended his victories from the Da- 
nube to the Rhine, demolifled all the forts and mi- 

litary works on the banks of thofe rivers, and made 
both the empires tributary. 

Theodofius, fays he (b), with an infolent air, is 
defcended from a father as noble as mine; but the 
moment I compelled him to pay tribute to me, he 
fell from the grandeur of his extraGtion, and be- 
came my vaffal; and therefore it is unjuft in him to 
act like a bafe flave, and endeavour to prejudice his 
mafter by treachery. 

“« An emperor, faid he, upon another occafion, 
“ ought not to be a liar; he promifed one. of my 
c fubjects to give him the daughter of Saturnilusin 
« marriage; and I will immediately declare war 
“ againft him, if he prefumes to depart from his 
“ word; but if the difobedience of thofe about him, 
« put it out of his power to be punctual, I will 
« march to his affiftance.” 

It is not to be imagined that Attila was induced 
by any moderation and lenity of temper, to let the 


A 


(a) Of the city of God. 
(b) Hiftory of the Goths, and relation of the embafly writs 
ten by Prifcus. This emperor was Theodofius the younger, 
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Romans fubfift; he only conformed himfelf to the 
genius of his nation, which prompted them to awe, 
and not to conquer foreign ftates. This prince-re- 
tiring from the fplendor of majefty to his manfion 
built of wood, according to the reprefentation of 
Prifcus (a), though at the fame time he was lord of 
all the barbarous nations, and in fome degree ma- 
fter of the chief part of thofe who were civilized (4), 
was one of the greateft monarchs recorded in hi- 
ftory. 

Ambafladors were difpatched to his court, both 
from the eaftern and weftern empires of the Ro- 
mans, to receive his laws and implore his favour. 
Sometimes he commanded them to deliver up the 
Huns who had deferted from his armies, or the Ro- 
man flaves who had efcaped from the vigilance of 
his officers. At other times he would not be fatif-- 
fied till fome minifter of the emperor was furren- 
dered into his power. He charged the empire of 
the eaft with a tribute of two hundred thoufand 
pounds of gold; he received the yearly fum allow- 
ed to a Roman general, and fent thofe he intended 
to reward to Conftantinople, that they might be 
gratified to their utmoft with, making by this means 
a conftant traffic of the apprehenfions of the Ro- 
mans. i 


(a) Hiftory of the Goths. Hae fedes repis barbariem totam 
tenentis; haec captis civitatibus habitacula praeponebat. This 
was the manfion in which the monarch of all the Barbarian na- 
tions refided; this the habitation which he preferred to the 
ftately cities he had conquered. Jornandes de Rebus Geticis. ` 

(2) It appears by the account given by Prifcus, that thecourt | 
of Attila had fome thoughts of fubjeéting even the Perfians. 
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He was feared by his fubjeéts (2), but we have 
no reafon to believe they entertained any averfion 
to his perfon: he was furprizingly fierce and impe- 
tuous, and at the fame time exceeding politic and 
artful. He appeared violent in his rage, but had a 
fufficient prefence of mind to know when to pardon 
an offence or defer a punifhment, as the circum- 
ftances were more or lefs agreeable to his intereft. 
War was never his choice, when he could derive 
fufficient advantages from peace. He was faithfully 
ferved even by the kings who were fubordinate to 
his power; and had collected into his own conduct 
all the ancient fimplicity of the northern manners. 
In a word, we can never fufficiently admire this gal- 
lant fovereign of a people, whofe very children were 
warmed with enthufiaftis rage, at the relation of 
their father’s bravery; whilft thofe fathers fhed man- 
ly tears, becaufe they were incapacitated by ae to 
imitate their martial children. 

All the barbarian nations, after his death, were- 
divided into feveral independent bodies; but the 
Romans were then fo weak, that the moft inconfi- 
derable people were in a condition to moleft them. 

The empire was not ruined by any particular in- 
vafion, but funk gradually under the weight of the 
feveral attacks made upon it, after that general af- 
fault it fuftained in the time of Gallus. It feemed 
indeed, to be re-eftablifhed, becaufe none of its ter- 
ritories were difmembered from the main body; 
but it was {tooping to its fall by feveral degrees of 
declenfion, till it was at once laid low in the reigns 
of Arcadius and Honorius. 


(a) Jornandes and Prifcus have drawn the charaéter of this 
prince, and defcribed the manners of his court. 
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In vain did the Romans chafe the Barbariang 
from their fettlements in the empire; that people, 
without any compulfion would have retired, to de- 
pofite their fpoils in their own country. With as 
little fuccefs did Rome endeavour to exterminate. 
that nation, fince her cities were ftill facked (a),. her 
villages confumed with flames, and her families ci- 
ther flaughtered or difperfed. ; 

When one province had been wafted, the Bar- 
barians who fucceeded the firft ravagers, meeting 
with nothing for their purpofe, proceeded to ano- 
ther. Their devaftations at firft were limited to 
Thrace, Myfia, and Pannonia, and when thefe 
countries were ruined, they deftroyed Macedonia, 
Theflaly and Greece; from thence they expatiated 
to Noricum. The empire, that is to fay, thofe 
tracts of land which were not depopulated, was con- 
tinually fhrinking, and Italy at laft became the fron- 
tiers. 

The reafon why the Barbarians eftablifhed them- 
felves in no fixed fettlements in the reign of Gallus 
and Gallienus, was becaufe the countries about them 
had fomething left that was worth plundering. 

Thus the Normans, who in fome meafure re- 
fembled the conquerors of the empire, ravaged 
France for feveral centuries, and when at laft they 
could find no more booty, they thought fit to ac- 
cept of a depopulated province, and parcelled it 
` into (b) feveral properties. 


(a) The Goths were a very deftrudtive nation, they de- 
ftroyed all the hufbandmen in Thrace, and cut off the hands 
of every charioteer. Byzantine hiftory of Malchus, in the 
extraét of the embaffies. 

(b) See the chronicles, colleéted by Andrew du Chefne, the 
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* Scythia in tho/e times, lying wafte and unculti- 
vated (2), the inhabitants were frequently fubjeét to 
famine, and fubfifted in a great meafure by their 
commerce with the Romans (4), who furnifhed them 
with provifions from the provinces bordering on the 
Danube. The Barbarians in return gave them the 
booty and prifoners they had taken, and the gold 
and filver which the Romans paid them for their 
friendfhip. But when the empire could no lorz- 
er afford them a fufficient tribute for their fubiit- 
ence (c), they were obliged to fix themfelves in 
fome fettlement. 

The weftern empire was deftroyed before that 
in the eaft, for thefe reafons. 

When the Barbarians pafled the Danube, they 
found themfelves blocked up on the left hand by 
the Bofphorus of Thrace, the city of Conftantino- 
ple, and all the forces of the eaftern empire. This 


condition of this province, towards the end of the ninth or be- 
ginning of the tenth century. Script. Norman. Hift. Veteres., 

(a) The Goths, as we have intimated, did not cultivate 
their lands, 

The Vandals called them Trulli, which was the name of 
a {mall meafure, becauf they once fold them fach a meafure 
of corn very dear, in a famine. Olimpiodor. in Biblioth. Phot. 
l. xxx. 

(b) Prifcus relates in his hiftory, that markets were eftablifh. 
ed by treaties on the banks of the Danube. 

(c) When the Goths fent to defire Zeno to receive Theuderic 
the fon of Triarius into his alliance, on the terms accorded by 
him to Theuderic the fon of Balamer, the fenate, being confult- 
ed on this occafion, faid the revenues of the empire were not 
fiafficient to fupport two Gothic nations, and tha: the alliance 
of only one of them was to be confented to, Malchus's Hifte- 
FY, in the extrat of the Embaffies. 

I 


194 The Rise and Fatt of the 


made it neceflary for them to bend their march to ' 
the right towards Illyria, and fo proceed weftward: 

That part of the country was crouded witha vaft 

conflux of feveral nations; and, as the paffages into 

Afia were the beft guarded, the whole body of the 

people bore with a full tide into Europe, whereas 

the forces of the Barbarians were feparated in their 

firft invafion. 

The empire being parcelled out into two great 
portions (a), the eaftern emperors, who were then 
in alliance with the Barbarians (4), would not break 
it to affift the princes of the weft: this divifion of 
the adminiftration, fays Prifcus (c), was very preju- 
dicial to the affairs of the weft. Thus the Romans 
of the eaft refufed thofe of the weft a naval arma- 
ment (d), becaufe they had entered into alliance with 
the Vandals. The Vifigoths, in conjunction with 
Arcadius, made an irruption into the weft, and Ho- 
norius (e) was obliged to fly to Ravenna: laftly, 
Zeno, to get rid of Theodoric, perfuaded him to 
fall upon Italy, which had been already laid wafte 
by Alaric. 

There was a very firict alliance (f) between At- 
tila and Genferic, king of the Vandals. The laft 
ftood in fear of the Goths (g); he had married his 


(a) This partition of the empire was very prejudicial to 
the affvirs of the weflern Romans. Prifcus, I. ii. 

(b) Honorius was informed, that the Vifigoths had made a 
defcent into the weftern empire, after an alliance with Arca- 
dius. Procop. of the Vandal war. 

(c) Lib. ii. 

(d) Prifeus, ibid. 

(e) Procopius, in his war with the Vandals. 

Cf) Prifcus, L ii. 

(g) See Jornandes, De rebus Get. c. xxxvi. 
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fon to a daughter of their king; and afterwards 
flitting her nofe, had fent her back to ber father. 
For which reafon he united with Attila. The two 
empires, enflaved by thefe two potentates, had no 
power to fhake off their chains. The fituation of 
that of the weft was more particularly deplorable: 
it had no forces at fea (a), they being all difperfed 
in Egypt, Cyprus, Phoenicia, Ionia, and Greece, the 
‘only countries where at that time commerce fub- 
fitted. The Vandals and other nations attacked the 
weft from all fides; an embafly came from Italy to 
Conftantinople, fays Prifeus (4), reprefenting that 
it was impoilible they fhould keep their ground, un- 
lefs peace was made with the Vandals. 

Thofe that prefided in the weft were not miftaken 
in their politics. They judged it neceflary to fave 
Italy, which was in fome refpects the head, and in 
others the heart of the empire. They removed the 
Barbarians to the extremities, and fettled them 
there. The defign was-well laid, and as well exe- 
cuted. Thefe nations afked for nothing but fub- 
fiftence: they gave them the plains, and referving 
to themfelves the mountainous parts of the coua- 
try, the defiles, the pafles over rivers, and the ftrong 
forts upon them, they kept in their own hands the 
fovereignty. It is probable thefe people would have 
been forced to have become Romans; and the fa- 
eility with which thefe ravagers were themfelves de- 
{troyed by the Franks, by the Greeks, and the 
Moors, is a proof of this conjecture. This whole 
fyftem was overthrown by one revolution more fa- 


(a) This appeared more efpecially in the war between Con- 
flantinus and Licinius. (b) Prifcus, 1. ii, 
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tal than all the reft: the army of Italy, compofed 
of ftrangers, demanded that which had been granted 
to nations ftill greater ftrangers: it formed: under 
Odoacer an ariftocracy, which claimed the thirds 
of the lands in Italy; and this was the moft fatal 
blow to the empire. 

Amongft fo many misfortunes it is natural to 
enquire with a melancholy curiofity after the fate 
of Rome: it was, we may fay, without defence, and 
could eafily be ftarved by an enemy. The extent 
of its walls made it almoft impracticable for the in- 
habitants to defend them; and, as it was fituated 
in a plain, it might be ftormed without much diffi- 
culty. Befides this, no recruits were to be expect- 
ed, for the number of people was fo extremely di- 
minifhed, that the emperors were obliged to retire 
to Ravenna, a city once fortified by the fea, as Ve- 
nice is at this time. 

The Romans, being generally abandoned by their 
princes, began to take the fovereign power into their 
own hands, and ftipulated for their fafety by trea- 
ties (a), which is the moft likely method of acquir- 
ing the fupreme authority (4). 

Armorica and Brittanny, feeing themfelves for- 
faken, began to regulate themfelves by their own 
laws. 

This was the fatal period of the weftern empire. 
Rome afcended to fuch a height of grandeur, be- 
caufe the fcenes of her former wars opened fuccef- 


(2) In the time of Honorius, Alaric, who befieged Rome, 
obliged that city to enter into an alliance with him, even againft 
the emperor, who was in no condition to oppofe it. Procop. 
War of the Goths, ]. i. Zozi., l. 6. 

(2) Zozim. L 6. 
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fively, and by an incredible felicity of affairs {he was 
never attacked by one nation till another had been 
firft deftroyed; but Rome itfelf was overpowered 
at laft, becaufe fhe was invaded at once by all the 
nations around her. 


COA PITER XX 
1. The Conquefts of Juftinian. 2. Some Account of 


his Government. 


S this vaft body of people broke ail at once 
A like a flood into the empire, they mutually 
incommoded one another, and ail the politics of 
thofe times confifted in fetting them at variance to- 
gether: this was a circumftance eafy to accomplith, 
their avarice and fierce difpofition greatiy contri- 
buting to make it practicable. The largeft part of 
them was therefore deftroyed before they could fix 
themfelves in any fettlement; and this was the rea- 
fon why the empire of the eaft fill fubfited for 
fome time. 

The northern regions were likewife exhaufted 
at laft, and no longer poured out thofe innumera- 
ble armies they originally produced; for after the 
firft invafion by the Goths and Huns, and efpecial- 
ly fince the death of Attila, thefe people and their 
fucceffors appeared in the field with force, much 
inferior to the former in number. 7 

When the nations, who affembled together ‘in 
the form of an army, were diftributed into peace- 
ful partitions of lands, much of their martial viva- 
city was abated; and as they were {cattered through 
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the countries they had conquered, they were ex- 
pofed themfelves to the fame invafions. 

In this fituation of affairs, Juftinian undertook 
the recovery of Africa and Italy, and accomplithed 
the fame defigns which the French fo happily ex- 
ecuted againft the Vifigoths, the Burgundians, the 
Lombards and the Saracens. 

When Chriftianity was firft planted among the 
Barbarians, the Arian fect was predominant in the 
empere, and Valens fent priefts to them, who were 
their firft apoftles. Now in the interval from their 
converfion to their eftablifhment; this fect fell into 
difreputation among the Romans; for which rea- 
fons, when the Barbarians of this perfuafion found 
all the country orthodox, and could never infinu- 
ate: themfelves into the affections of the people, it 
was eafy for the emperors to incommode them. 

We may likewife add, that the Barbarians being 
unqualified for the fiege of towns, and much more 
fo for their defence, fuffered the walls to drop into 
ruins. Procopius informs us, that Belifarius found 
all the Italian cities in this condition; and thofe of 
Africa had already been difmantled by Genferic (a), 
with a Gothic view of fortifying the inhabitants. 

The generality of thefe northern people, after 
they had eftablifhed themfelves in the provinces of 
the fouth, foon degenerated into the unmanly foft- 
nefs of thofe regions, and became incapable of the 
fatigues of war (6). The Vandals were emafculated 
with pleafures ; a luxuriant table, an effeminate 
habit, the delicacy of baths, the enervating lull of 
mufic, gay dances, florid gardens and fplendid 


(a) Procop. war of the Vandals, l. i, 
(b) Procop. war of the Vandals, L it. 
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theatres, were now become their neceffary gratifi- 
cations. 

They no longer difquieted the Romans (a), fays 
Malchus (4), when they difcontinued thofe armies 
which Genferic perpetually kept prepared for any 
expedition, and with which he prevented the vigi- 
lance of his enemies, and aftoniihed all the world 
with the rapidity of his enterprizes. 

The cavalry of the Romans, and that of the Huns 
their auxiliaries, were very expert at drawing the 
bow; but that of the Goths (c) and Vandals fought 
only with the fword and lance, and were unpractifed 

“in the diftant combat; for which reafon Belifarius 
-afcribes part of his fuccefs to this difference (d). 

Juftinian received fignal fervices from the Huns, 
a people from whom the Parthians fprung, and 
thefe defcendants combated like their anceftors. 
‘When the Huns loft all their power by the divi- 
fions which the great number of Attila’s children 
occafioned, they ferved the Romans in the quality 
of auxiliaries, and formed their beft cavalry. 

Each of thefe barbarous nations (e) was diftin- 


(a) In the time of Honorius. 

(b) Byzantine hiftory, in the extract of the embaffics. 

(c) See Procopius Hift. of the wars of the Vandals, l. i. 
and his war of the Goths, |. i. The Gothic bowmen fought 
on foot, and were but indifferently difciplined. 

(d) The Romans, having fuffered their infantry to be 
weakened, placed all their force in the horfe, and the more 
fo becaufe they were obliged to {pring fuddenly to every part 
to check the incurfions of the Barbarians, 

(e) A remarkable paflage of Jornandes tells us all thefe dif- 
criminating circumftances, having occafion to mention the bat- 
tle between the Gepidae and the fons of Attila. 
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guithed by their particular manner of combating as 
well as by their arms. The Goths and Vandals 
were formidable at the drawn fword; the Huns 
were admirable bow-men; the Suevi were fervice- 
able infantry; the Alans were heavily armed, and 
the Heruli were a flying troop. The Romans fe- 
lected, from all thefe people, the different bodies of 
troops which were ferviceable to their defigns, and 
fought againft one nation with the joint advantage 
of all the ref. 

It is remarkable, that the weakeft nations have 
been thofe that made the greateft eftablifhments ; 
we fhould be much deceived, if we judged of their 
force by their conquefts. In this long train of ir- 


ruptions, the Barbarians, er rather ,the fwarms 


which iffued from them, were vanquifhers or van- 
quifhed; every thing depended on: circumftances: 


and while one great nation was defeated or.engag- 


ed, a body of new adventurers finding a country 
open carried defclation into.it. The Goths, who by 
reafon of the difadvantage of their arms were ob- 
liged to fly before fo many nations, fettled in Italy, 
Gaul, and Spain; the Vandals, too weak to keep 
their poffeffion in Spain, paffed into Africa, where 
they founded a great empire. 

Juftinian could not fit out more than fifty fhips 
againft the Vandals, and when Belifarius embarked, 
he had but five thoufand foldiers. This was une 
doubtedly a bold expedition; and Leo who before 
that time had fent againft the fame people a fleet 
of all the hips in the eaft, and manned with a 
hundred thoufand foldiers, could not conquer A- 
frica, and was even in danger of lofing the whole 
empire. 
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Thefe great fects have been as little fuccefsful 
as very numerous and armies; for as they impo- 
verilh and unveoole a ftate, fo, fhould the expedi- 
tion be of a confiderable length, or any misfortune 
befal them, they can neither be fuccoured nor re- 
cruited; and if one part be loft, the other becomes 
infignificant; becaufe fhips of war, as well as tranf- 
ports, cavalry, infantry, ammunition, ina word, all 
the particulars, have a neceflary dependance on the 
whole. The tardinefs of an enterprize makes thofe 
who engage in it always find the enemy prepared 
to receive them: befides fuch an expedition is fel- 
dom made in a proper feafon, and generally over- 
taken by the ftormy months, becaufe fuch a vaft 
number of preparations are hardly ever completed 
till the feafon is too far advanced. a 

Belifarius invaded Africa, and very advantagiouf- 
ly fupplied himfelf with provifions from Sicily, in 
confequence of a treaty made with Amalafonta queen 
of the Goths. When ke was fent to attack Italy, he 
took notice that the Goths received their fubfiftence 
from Sicily, and therefore began his expedition with 
the conquett of that ifland, by which proceeding he at 
the fame time ftarved his enemies, and plentifully 
fupplied his own army with all accommodations. 

Belifarius took Carthage, Rome, and Ravenna, 
and fent the kings of the Goths and Vandals cap- 
tives to Conftantinople, where the ancient triumphs 
were renewed after a long interval of years (a). 

The extraordinary qualities of this great man (b) 
naturally account for his fuccefs. A general, who 


(a) Juftinian only granted him a triumph for Africa. 
(b) See Suidas under the article Belifarius. 
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was mafter of all the maxims of the firft Romans, 
was then at the head of fuch an army as that brave 
'ptople anciently compofed. 

Virtues that are very fhining are generally con- 
cealed or loft in fervitude; but the tyrannical go- 
vernment of Juftinian could not opprefs the gran- 
deur of that foul nor the noble fuperiority of fuch 
a genius. 

Narfes the eunuch was hewn into this reign 
to make it ftill more illuftrious: as he had recati 
his education in the palace, he was honoured with 
a greater fhare of the emperor’s confidence; for 
princes always efteem their courtiers the moft faith- 
ful of their fubjects. ï 

On the other hand, the irregular. condu& of 
Juftinian, his profufions, tyranny and rapine, his 
intoxicating fondnefs for building, changing and 
reforming, his inconftancy in his defigns, a fevere 
and weak reign, made fill more incommodious by 
a lingering old age, were atrain of real calamities, 
intermixed with unprofitable fuccefs, and a falfe 
glitter of unfubflantial glory. 

Thefe vi€tories were not the effect of any folid 
power fubiifting in the empire, but refulted from 
the lucky conjyen@ion of fome particular circum- 
ftances, and were foon rendered ineffeétual; for 
whilft the army was purfuing its fortunate begin- 
nings, anew {warm of barbarous nations paffed the 
Danube, and fpread defolation through Illyria, Ma- 
cedonia, and Greece, and the Perfians in four invafi- 
ons weakened the empire with incurable wounds (@). 

The more rapid thefe conquefts appeared, the 


(e) The two empires raveged each other the more, be- | 
cause they had no hopes of fecuring their conquefts. 
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lefs durable was their foundation; and Italy and 
Africa were hardly wrefted from the enemy, before 
it became neceflary to recover them a fecond time 
by new victories. 

/Joftinian had taken from the theatre a (a) wo- 
man who had long proftituted herfelf to immodeft 
pleafures, and fhe governed him with an authority 
that has no parallel in hiftory, perpetually intermix- 
ing his affairs with the pafions and fanciful incon- 
fiftences of her fex: in confequence of which fhe 
defeated the vitorious progrefs of his arms, and 
difconcerted the moft favourable events. 

The eaftern people were always accuftomed to 
a plurality of wives in order to deprive the fex of 
that ftrange afcendant they maintain over man in 
our climates; but at Conftantinople the prohibitien 
of polygamy made the empire fudject to the will 
of a female, or, in other words, threw a natural 
weaknefs into the government. 

The pecple of Conftantinople had for, many 
years been divided into two factions, denominated 
the Blue and the Green: they derived their ort- 
ginal from the approbation ufually given in the 
theatres to fome particular actors; and when races 
were exhibited in the circus, the charioteers who 
were dreffed in green difputed the prize with thofe 
who were habited in blue, and each of thefe {pecta- ` 
tors became interefted even to madneis, in the com- 
petition of thofe colours. 

Thefe two factions being difufed through all the 
cities of the empire proportioned their animofities 
to the rank and grandeur of thofe cities, or, as we 


(2) The emprefs Theodora. 
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may juftly fay, to the indolence and idle lives of the 
generality of the people. 

But though fuch divifions are always neceffary in 
a republic, and may be confidered as effential to its 
fupport, they are infallibly deftruftive to an arbi- 
trary government, becaufe they can only change the 
perfon of the fovercign, but neveg contribute to 
the eftablifhment of the laws or the difcontinu- 
ance of abufes. 

Juftinian who favoured the faftion of the Blue (a), 
and denied all juftice to the Green, increafed the 
mutual inveteracy of both parties, and confequent- 
ly ftrengthened them in the ftate. 

Thefe contending parties preceeded fo far as 
even to difannul the authority of the magiftrates: 
the Blues were in no apprehenfion of the laws, be- 
caufe the emperor protected them againft their fe- 
verity ; and the Greens (4) began to difregard them, 
becaufe they could not defend them from infults. 

All the bands of friendfhip, affinity and gratitude, 
were cut afunder, and whole families deftroyed each 
other: every villain who intended to be remarkably 
wicked belonging to the faction of the Blue, and 
every man who was either robbed or affaffinated 
was a partifan for the Green. 

We may add, that the government was, if pofi- 
ble, more cruel than fenfelefs, and the emperor, not 
fatisfied = the general injufiice of loading his fub- 


(a) This salieuk diftemper was of ancient date, for Suetor 
nius tells us, that Caligula, becavfe he was attached to the 
Green faction, hated the people, who applauded the other. 

(b) The reader may form a good idea of the fpirit of thofe 
times, by confulting Theophanes, who relates a long converfa- 
tion in the theatre between the emperor and the Greens, 
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‘jeCts with exceflive impofitions, refolved to ruin 
them in their private affairs by all imaginable ty- 
rannies. 

I am far from entertaining an implicit belief of 
all the particulars related by Procopius in his fecret 
-hiftory, becaufe the pompous commendations he, 
in his other works, beftows on this prince, may 
make his veracity a little queftionabic in this, where 
he paints him out as the moft ftupid and inhuman 
tyrant that ever lived. 

On the other hand there are two circumflances 
which incline me to pay fome regard to this fecret. 
hiftory; for in the firft place, the particulars feem 
better connected with the aftonifhing weaknefs which 
difcovered itfelf at the latter end of this reign, and 
in thofe of the fucceeding emperors. 

The other circumftance is that monument, which 
fill exifis among us, and is a collection of the laws 
of this emperor, which in the courfe of a few years 
prefent us with greater variations than are to be 
found in our laws for the three laft centuries of 
our monarchy. . ] 

Thefe variations (a) generally relate to matters 
of fo little importance, that we can fee no reafons 
to induce a legiflator to make them, unlefs we refer 
to the Secret Hiftory for a folution, and acknowlege 
that this prince expofed his judgments and his laws 
equally to fale. 

But the political ftate of the government receiv- 
ed the greateft injury from his project of eftabli(h- 
ing a general uniformity of opinion in matters of 


(a) See the Inftitutes of Juftinian. 
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religion, and in circumftances that rendered his zeal 
as indifcreet as poffible. 

The ancient Romans fortified their empire by 
indulging all forts of religious worfhip; but their 
pofterity deftroyed it by rooting ont the various 
fects, whofe doftrines were not predominant. 

Thefe fects were compofed of entire nations, 
fome of which, as the Jews and Samaritans, had 
recained their ancient religion after they were con- 
quered by the Romans, others were difperfed through 
the country, as the followers of Montanus, in Phry- 
gia, the Manichees, the Sabbatarians, the Arians, in 
the other provinces; befides which, the generality of 
the people in the country continued in idolatry, 
and were infatuated with a religion as grofs as their 
underftandings. - 

Thefe feéts Juftinian caufed to be extirpated, by 
the military as well as the civil power; and the per- 
fecuted people, revolting in their own defence, he — 
thought himfelf obliged to exterminate them from 
the empire ;.:in confequence of which he depopu- 
lated feveral provinces, and whilft he imagined him- 
felf increafing the number of the faithful, he was 
only diminifbing the race of mankind. i 

Procopius affures us that Paleftine, by the de. 
ftruction of the Samaritans, was changed into a 
defert; and this proceeding was the more fingular, 
becaufe the very zeal which weakened the empire, 
in order to eftablifh religion, fprung out of the fame 
quarter from whence the Arabians afterwards fallied 
with an intention to fubvert it. 

But nothing could be more aggravating, than 
that the emperor, whilft he was fo averfe to all to- 
leration himfelf, fhould yet difagree with the em- 


RoMAN EMPIRE. 20% 


prefs in the moft effential points; he followed the 
council of Chalcedon, and fhe favoured its oppo- 
fers; whether, as Evagrius fays (a), they were fin- 
cere in this proceeding or not, is uncertain. 

When we read Procopius’s defcription of Jufti- 
nian’s buildings, and the forts and other places of 
defence he ereéted in all parts, it naturally raifes in 
our minds the idea of a flourifhing ftate; but that 
idea happens to be very delufive. 

The ancient Romans had nore of thefe fortifi- 
cations, but placed all their fecurity in their armies, 
which they diftributed along the banks of rivers, 
and raifed towers at proper diftances for the loge- 
ment of the foldiers.’ 

Afterwards indeed, when they had but very in- 
different armies, and frequently none at all, the 
frontiers (6) could not defend the countries they li- 
mited, and therefore it became neceflary to ftrength- 
en them; the confequence of which was, they had 
more fortifications, and lefs force; many places for 
retreat, and very few for fecurity; the country was 
only habitabie about the fortifications, and thefe 
were built in all parts. The condition of the em- 


G)" Livero. 

(b) Auguftus eftablifhed nine fach frontiers, the number of 
which encreafed in the following reigns, when the Barbarians 
began to appear in feveral parts; and Dion. 1. lv, fays, that, 
in his time, when Alexander was emperor, there were thirty, 
as appears by the Notitia Imperii wri:ten fince the reigns of 
Arcadius and Honorius: there were fifteen even in the caftern 
empire, and the number was perpetually increafing. Pamphylia, 
Lycaonia, and Pyfidia were made frontiers, and the whole em- 
pire was covered with fortifications, till at lat Aurelian was 


obliged to fortify Rome itKhlf, 
w, 
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pire refembled that of France in the time of the 
(a) Normans, which was never fo defencek isas 
when all its villages were girt round with walls. 
“We may venture to affirm therefore, that the 
whole catalogue of Juftinian’s forts, which fills fe- 
veral pages in Procopius, only exhibits to us fo ma- 
ny monuments of the weaknefs of the empire. 


CH APPT ER "XXT 
Diforders in the Eaftfern Empire. 


HE Perfians, during this period, were in a 
T much happier fitvation than the Romans; 
they had little reafon to be apprehenfive of the 
northern people (b), becaufe that part, of mount 
Taurus which extends between the Cafpian and 
Euxine feas feparated ‘them from thofe nations, 
and they effectually fhut up a very narrow pafs, 
(c) which was the only practicable avenue for the 
cavalry; in every other part the. Barbarians were 
obliged to defcend from frightful precipices (d) 
and to quit their horfes in which all their military 
ftrength confifted; and befides thefe impediments. 
they were blocked in by the Araxes, a river of 
great depth, and which flows from weft to eaft, 
all the paffages of which were eafy to be defended. 

With all thefe advantages the Perfians were in. 
perfect tranquillity with refpect to the eaftern na- 
tions; on the fouth they were bounded by the fea; 


(a) And the Englith. 

(b) The Huns. 

(c) Called the Cafpian Streights. 
(d) Procopius of the Perfian war, 1. i. 
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and the Arabian princes, who were partly their al- 
lies, and partly in confederacy with the Romans, 
were totally engaged in pillaging one another. The 
Perfians therefore had none whom they could pro- 
perly call their enemies but the Romans. We are 
fenfible, faid an ambaffador of Hormifdas (a), that 
the Romans are engaged in feveral wars, and are 
at variance with almoft all nations, whilft we, as 
they well know, have no hoftilities with any people 
but themfelves. 

The Perfians had cultivated the military art to 
as great a degree as it was neglected by the Romans. 
Belifarius faid to his foldiers, the Perfians are not 
your fuperiors in courage, and only furpafs you in 
the difcipline of war. 

They had likewife the fame fuperiority in the 
cabinet as they preferved in the field, and demanded 
tribute of the Romans, under a pretence that they 
maintained garrifons in the Cafpian ftreights, as if 
each nation had not a right to guard its frontiers. 
They obliged them to pay for peace, and every cef- 
fation of arms; and did not {cruple to make them 
purchafe the very time employed either in nune 
ations, or war. 

The Avari having croffed a Danube, em Ro- 
mans, who had feldom any troozs to oppofe them, 
being engaged againft the Perfians when they should 
have given battle to the Avari; and having full em- 
ployment from thefe when they ought to have faced 
the Perfians, were {till obliged to fubmit. to a tri- 
bute; and thus the majefly of the empire bowed 
down before all nations. 


3 ‘ (a) Menander’s Embaffies. 
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Juftin, Tiberius, and Maurice were very fedu- 
lous to defend the empire; the laft of thefe princes 
had fome virtues, but they were all fullied by an | 
avarice almoft incredible in a great monarch. + 

The king of the Avari offered to reftore all his | 
Roman prifoners to Maurice, if he would ranfom 
them at an inconfiderable price for each man; and 
this propofal being rejected, he caufed them all to 
be inhumanly murdered. The Roman army was 
greatly exafperated at this proceeding, and the fa- 
ction of the Greens making an infurreCtion at the 
fame time, a centurion named Phocas was raifed to — 
the imperial dignity, and he ordered Maurice and 
his children to be put to death. i 

The hiftory of the Grecian empire, for fo we | 
fhail denominate the monarchy of the Romans for | 
the future, is little more than a feries of revolts, 
feditions, and perfidy. The fubjeéts had no idea of 
the loyalty due to primces, and there were fo many 
interruptions in the fucceffion of the emperors, that 
the title of Porphyrogenitus,which fignifies one born 
in the apartment where the emprefs repofed, was an. 
appellation which few princes of the feveral imperial 
families could with any propriety affume. 

All the paths that could be ftruck out to empire 
were unexceptionable; and the candidates were con- 
duéted to the diadem by the clergy, the fenate, the 
peafants, the inhabitants of Conftantinople, and the 
people of the provincial cities. 

Chriftianity being now the prevailing religion of 
the empire, was intermixed with feveral fucceffive 
herefies, which called aloud for condemnation. Ari- 
us having denied the divinity of the Word; the 
Macedonians that of the Holy Spirit; Neftorius the 
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unity of the perfon of Jefus Chrifl; the Eutychians 
his two natures; the Monothelites his two wills; it 
became neceffary to convene councils againft them : 
but their decifions not being univerfally received, 
feveral emperors who had been feduced into thefe 
heretical opinions, relapfed into the fame perfuafions 
after they had been condemned; and as no nation 
was ever fo implacable againft heretics as the Greeks, 
who even imagined themfelves polluted when they 
converfed with any of that clafs, or had any coha- 
bitation with them, feveral emperors, in confequence 
of that popular averfion, loft the affections of their 
fubjects, and the people became perfuaded that prin- 
ces who were fo frequently rebellious again{t God, 
could never be chofen by providence to be their 
fovereigns. 

A new opinion, formed by an idea that it was 
unlawful to fhed Chriftian blood, and which daily 
grew more popular when the Mohammedans ap- 
peared upon the ftage of military ation, was the 
caufe that offences, in which religion was not direct~ 
ly interefted, were punithed with great moderation. 
Thofe who had fpirited up an infurreétion, or fram- 
ed any attempt againft the perfon of the prince, were 
only fentenced to lofe their eyes, to have their hair 
or nofes cut off, or to fuffer fome other mutilation. 
As thefe offences might be committed with very lit- 
tle hazard, they might likewife be attempted with- 
out much courage (a). i 

A certain veneration for the regalia of imperial 
majefty drew the eyes of all the people on thofe 

(a) Zeno gteatly contributed to this mean relaxation of 


juftice. See the Byzantine hiftory of Malchus, cited in the 
extracts of the embaffies, 
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who prefumed to wear them, and it was criminal to 
be either habited in purple, or to keep it in a ward- 
robe; but when a man had once the refolution to 
appear in that drefs, the multitude immediately 
flocked after him, becaufe their refpeét was more 
attached to the apparel than the perfon. 

Ambition received greater provocatives ftill, from 
the furprizing infatution of thofe times; and there 
was hardly a man of any confiderable confequence 
who could not accommodate to himfelf fome pre- 
diction that promifed him the empire. 

As the indifpofitions of the mind are generally 
incurable (a), judicial aftrology and the art of point- 
ing out futurity by objects feen in a bafon of water, 
fucceeded among the Chriftians, to the folemn im- 
pofture of divination by the entrails of victims or 
the flight of birds, which kad been abolifhed with 
paganifm its parent; and vain promifes became the 
motives to moft of the rafh actions of particular 
perfons, and conftituted the wifdom of the coun- 
cils of princes. 

The calamities of the empire daily increafing, it 
was natural to impute ill fuccefs in war and difho- 
nourable treaties in peace to the injudicious con- 
duét of thofe at the helm. __ 

One revolution was now pregnant with another, 
and the effect itfelf became a caufe: and as the 
Greeks had feen fuch a fucceffion of different fa- 
milies on the throne, they were not devoted to 
any; and fince fortune had created fo many em- 
perors out of all claffes of people, no birth was fo 
obfcure, and no merit fo inconfiderable as to be 
deftitute of hope. 


(2) See the life of Andronicus Comnenus, compiled by Nicetas. 
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Several examples, which had been familiar to the 
nation, modelled the genius of the people in gene- 
ral, and formed a fyftem of manners which reigned 
as imperioufly as the laws. 

It hould feem that great enterprizes, among us, 
are more impracticable than they were to the an- 
cients; it is very difficult to conceal them, becaufe | 
intelligence is now become fo manageable, that 
every prince has minifters in each court, and trai- 
tors may poffibly be lurking in all the cabinets of © 
majefty. 

The invention of pofts has given wings to in- 
formation, and can immediately waft it to all parts. 

As great undertakings are not to be accomplith- 
ed without money, and as merchants are mafters of 
it fince the invention of bills of exchange; their af- 
fairs are always connected with the fecrets of itate, 
and they negle€t nothing to penetrate into thofe 
depths. 

The fluctuations in exchange, without any vifi- 
ble caufe, entice numbers of people to fearch after 
it, and fome of them find it at laft to their coft. 

The invention of printing, which has put books 
into the hands of all the world; the improvements 
in engraving, which have made geographic charts 
fo common; in a word, the eftablifhment of poli- 
tical papers, give every individual a knowlege of 
the gencral intereft, fufficient enough to inftruct 
him in all the private tranfactions. 

Confpiracies in a {tate are now become very dif- 
ficult, becaufe fince the eftablidiment of pofts, all 
the fecrets of particular perfons are in the power 
of the public. 

Princes may act with promptitude, becaufe all 
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the power of the ftate is in their pofeffion. Con- | 
fpirators muft proceed with caution, becaufe they | 
are deftitute of expedients; and fince at prefent all 
tranfactions are more eafily difcovered, thofe who 
form defigns againfta government are generally de- 
tected before they can adjuft their {chemes. 


eH, APTER XOL 
The Weaknefs of the Eaftern Empire. 


| oe rn amidft the general confufion of af- 
fairs being unfettled in his new dignity, Hee 
racliuscame from Africa, and caufed him to be mur- 
dered; at the fame time he found the provinces 
invaded and the legions deftroyed. 

As foon as this prince had, in fome meafure, re- 
medied thefe difafters, the Arabians quitted their 
own country, to extend the empire and religion 
which Mohammed had founded by their co-ope- 
ration. 

No people ever made fo rapid a progrefs: for 
they immediately conquered Syria, Paleftine, Egypt, 
and Africa, and then turned their hoftilities againft 
the Perfians. - 

God permitted his religion to be laid low, in fo 
many places where it once had been predominant; 
not that it now ceafed to be the object of his pro- 
vidential care, but becaufe it always either in its 
{tate of glory or depreffion produces its natural ef- 
fect, which is the fanctification of the foul. 

The welfare of religion has no fimilitude to the 
profperity of empires, and we are told by a cele- 
brated author, that it may well be diftempered, 
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fince malady itfelf is the true ftate of a Chriftian; 
to which we may add, that the humiliations and 
difperfion of the church, the deftru€tions of her 
temples, and the perfecutions of her martyrs, are 
eminent feafons of her glory; but when fhe ap- 
pears triumphant to the eyes of the world, fhe is 
generally finking in adverfity. 

We are not to have recourfe to enthufiafm a- 
lone to clear up this memorable event of the A- 
rabian conquefts, which fpread through fo many 
countries: the Saracens had been long diftinguiihed 
among the auxiliaries of Rome and Perfia; and 
they, as well as the Ofroanians, were the experteft 
archers in the world. Alexander Severus and 
Maximin had engaged them as much as poffible in 
their fervice, and they were extremely ufeful in the 
wars with the Germans, to whom their arrows were 
fatal at a great diftance. The Goths themfelves (a), 
in the reign of Valens, were incapable of refifting 
them: in a word, they at that time were the beft 
cavalry in the world. 

We have already obferved, that the legions raif- 
ed in Europe were much preferable to thofe of Afia, 
but it was directly contrary with refpect to the ca- 
valry; I mean that of the Parthians, the Ofroanians, 
and the Saracens. This was the power that {topped 
the full career of the Roman conquefts, becaufe, af- 
ter the death of Antiochus, a new nation of Tar- 
tars, who had the beft cavalry of any people, made 
themfelves mafters of the Upper Afia. 

This cavalry was heavy (6), and that of Europe 


(a) Zozim. |. iv. 
(b) See the account given by Zofimus of the cavalry of Au- 
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light, quite contrary to the prefent nature of their 
military equipage. Holland and Frifeland were not 
as yet won from the waters; and (a) Germany was 
full of woods, lakes and marfhes, where the cavalry 
were of little importance. 

When a fice paflage was-opened to the great ri- 
vers, the ftagnant waters fhrunk from thofe marfhes, 
and Germany affumed a new furface. Many changes 
were effected by the works of Valentinian (4) on 
the Necker, and thofe of the Romans on the Rhine; 
and commerce being once eftablifhed, thofe coun- 
tries which did not originally produce horfes (c), 
began to propagate the breed, and the inhabitants 
made great ufe of thofe animals. 

Conftantine (d ), the fon of Heraclius, having been 
poifoned, and his fon Conftance flain in Sicily, Con- 
ftantine the bearded, his eldeft fon, fucceeded to the 
empire; but the grandees of the eaftern provinces 
being affembled on this occafion, were determined 
to crown the other brothers of this. prince jointly 
with himfelf; alleging, that as it was indifpenfably 
neceflary for them to believe in the Trinity, fo it 
was reafonable they thould be governed by three 
emperors. 

The Grecian hiftory is crouded with proceedings 
as extraordinary as this, and a low turn of mind be- 


relian, and that of Palmyra. See likewife what Ammian Mar- 
cellinus relates of the Perfian cavalry. 

(2) The greateft part of that country was then covered 
with water, but the art of man has fince made it habitable 
and commodious. 

(b) See Ammian Marcellin, |. xxvii. 

(c) Caefar reprefents the German horfes as too fmall, and 
good for little. 

(d) Zonares’s life of Conftantine the Bearded. 
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ing then the characteriftic of that nation, their for- 
mer wifdom was no longer confpicuous in their 
actions, and the empire became a fcene of troubles 
and revolutions, to which it was impoffible to af- 
fign any preparatory motives. 

An univerfal bigotry had ftupified and emafculat- 
ed the whole empire. Conftantinople was the only 
place in the eaf where chriftianity was predominant, 
and likewife, where the pufillanimous indolence, 
and degrading foftnels of the Afiatic nations, were 

lended with devotion itfelf. Of a thoufand in- 
{tances that might be alleged, I fhall only mention 
the conduct of Philippicus the general of Maurice’s 
army, who, being on the point of charging the 
enemy in the field, burft into tears (a) when he 
fuddenly confidered what numbers of mankind 
were then to be deftroyed. 

The tears of the Arabians (6) flowed from a ve- 
ry different fource, when they wept with regret that 
their general had agreed to a truce which fruftrated 
their intended effufion of Chriftian blood. 

There is a total difference between an army of 
fanatics, and another of bigots; and it evidently ap- 
peared ia a late memorable revolution, in which 
Cromwel’s army refembied the Arabians, whilf the 
Irifh and Scotifh forces were like the Greeks, 

A grofs fuperftition, which debafes the mind as 
effectually as true religion exalts it, had reducéd 
all virtue, and dévout confidence in the Deity, toa 


(a) Hiftory of the emperor Maurice by Theophyladt. 1.ii. 
E 3. 
(b) Ockley’s hiftory of the conqueft of Syria, Perfia, and 
Egypt, by the Saracens, 
K 
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ftupid veneration for images; and hiftory prefents 
us with generals who would raife a fiege, (a) or 
furrender a city, for (b) the gallant acquifition of 
a relic. 

Chriftianity degenerated under the Grecian em- 
pire into as many corruptions as were intermixed 
with it in our time by the Mufcovites, till the Czar 
Peter the firft new modelled that nation, and in- 
troduced more changes into the dominions he go- 
verned than are ufually eftablifhed in thofe which 
conquerors ufurp. 

We may eafily believe the Greeks were infefted 
with idolatry. There can be no fufpicion that the 
Italians and Germans were but coldly devoted to 
external worfhip; and yet when the Greek hifto- 
rians take notice of the contempt expreffed by the 
Italians for images and relics, one would be apt to 
compare them with the modern zealots againft Cal- 
vin. Nicetas informs us, that the Germans, in their 
march to the Holy Land, were received by the Ar- 
menians as friends, becaufe they did not offer any 
adoration to images. Now, if the Italians and Ger- 
mans did not fufficiently reverence images, in the 
apprehenfion of the Greeks, what an enormous ve- 
neration muft then be paid to them by this people! 

The eat was on the point of being made the 
fcene of fuch a revolution, as happened about two 
centurics ago in the weft, when, upon the revival 
of learning, the abufes and corruptions in religion 


became evident to all, and as every perfon was in- | 


quifitive after a proper remedy, fo there were fome 
fo bold and untraétable as to rend the church by 


(2) Life of Lacapena by Zonaras. 
(b) Life of John Comnenus by Nicetas. 
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divifions, inftead of reftoring it to its original pu- 
rity by a due reformation. 

Leo Ifaurus, Conftantine Copronymus, and Leo 
his fon, were implacable againft images; and when 
the worfhip of them had been re-eftablithed by the 
emprefs Irene, Leo the Arminian, Michael the Stam- 
merer,and Theophilus, abolifhed them again. Thefe 
princes imagined they could not moderate that wor- 
fhip unlefs they deftroyed it effeftually; they like- 
wife turned their hoftilities againft the Monks (a), 
who incommreded the ftate, and as their pr cient 
were always carried into extremes, they endeavour- 
ed to exterminate that fraternity, inftead of regu- 
lating them in a proper manner. 

The monks (b), being accufed of idolatry by 
thofe who favoured the new opinions, retorted, in 
‘their turn, upon their adverfaries, and accufed them 
of magical practices (c), and then calling upon the 
people to behold the churches, that were divefted 
of images, and the other furniture, which, till that 
time, had been the objects of adoration, they created 
a belief in their flock, that thefe holy places muft 
certainly be profaned by daily facrifices to Daemons. 


- (a) Valens, many years before this event, made a law to 
compel the monks to ferve the government in the army in times 
of war,and caufed all who difobeyed that injun@tion, to be flain. 

(b) Thefe circumftances, relating to the monks, cannot fix 
any criminal imputation on their order in general; for it 
would be unjuft to reprefent an inflitution as pernicious becaufe 
it, may happen to be abufed in fome particular countries and 
at certain periods of time. 

(c) Leo the grammarian’s lives of Leo the Arminian, and 
Theophilus, Suidas, under the article of Conftantine the fon 
of Leo. 
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The controverfy relating to images was con- 
nected with very delicate circumftances, which 
kindled it into a raging flame, and in the event 
made perfons of folid judgment incapable of pro- 
pofing a moderate worfhip. The difpute included 
the tender article of power, and the monks having 
feized it, in confequence of their fpiritual -ufurpa- 
tions, they could neither enlarge nor maintain it 
but by making daily additions to the a&ts of ex- 
ternal adoration, wherein they were fo confiderably 
interefted. For this reafon all oppofitions to the 
eftablifhment of images were confidered as fo ma- 
ny hoftilities againft themfelves, and when they 
had fucceeded in their pretenfions, their power 
was no longer limitable. 

This period was remarkable for fuch a con- 
juncture as happened fome centuries afterwards in 
the warm difagreement between Barlaam and the 
monks of that time, which brought the empire to 
the verge of deftruction. The fubject of the dif- 
pute was, whether the light which encircled Jefus 
Chrift on mount Tabor was created or not. The 
monks indeed were indifferent as to either part of 
the que‘tion in debate, but as Barlaam made a di- 
rect attack’ upon that fraternity, they found it 
confiftent with their intereft to affert that light to 
be uncreated. - 

The war, which thofe emperors, who were called 
Teonoclafts, declared againft the Monks, revived 
fome particular principles of government, and of- 
fered a plaufible pretence for employing the public 
revenue, for the public advantage, and for difen- 
gaging the ftate from every inconvenience that en- 
cumbered it. 
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When I confider the profound ignorance into 
which the Grecian priefts had plunged the laity, it 
feems natural to compare the former to thofe Scy- 
thians mentioned by Herodotus (2), who caufed the 
eyes of their flaves to be plucked out, that their at- 
tention might not be diverted, when they were 
churning milk for their mafters. 

When the emprefs Theodora had re-eftablithed 
the ufe of images, the monks immediately began 
to corrupt the public devotion, and proceeded even 
to opprefs the fecular clergy: they thruft themfelvcs 
into every beneficial fee, (4) and gradually excluded 
all ecciefiaftics from epifcopal promotion. By this 
proceeding they became unfupportable; and if we 
draw a parallel between them and the Latin clergy, 
and compare the conduct of our Popes with that of 
the patriarchs of Conftantinople, we fhall fee, in our 
pontifis and clergy, a fet of men altogether as ju- 
dicious as the others were irrational. 

We are prefented with a furprizing contradiGtion 
in human nature, when we confider that the mini- 
fters of religion among the ancient Romans, when 
they were not mace incapable of public employ- 
ments and civil fociety, were but little follicitous 
about either; and thar after the eftablifhment of 
Chriftianiry, the ecclefiaftics, who were moft feclud- 
.ed from temporal affairs, engaged in them with the 
greateft moderation; but when the monks, in the 
declenfion of the empire, became the fole clergy, 
thefe people who were forbidden by a more parti- 
cular profeffion, to intermeddie with the tranfa- 
tions of ftate, embraced all opportunities that 

(a) Lib, iv. (b) Vide Pachymer. 1, viii. 
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could poffibly introduce them into the government, 
end never ceafed to fill every place with confufion, 
and to difcompofe the ae which they pretended 
to renounce. 

There was not any affair of the empire, any 
particular peace or war, any.truce or negotiation, 
or any private treaty of marriage capable of com- 
pletion without the miniftration of thefe monks; 
they crouded into the cabinets of princes, and com- 
pofed the greateft part of the national affemblies. 

The Mor which refulted from this irreligi- 
ous officioufnels are inconceivable: thefe ecclefiaftic 
ftatefmen infufed an indolent infignificance into the 
minds of princes, and communicated a taint of im- 
prudence to their beft actions. W hilft Bafilius em- 
ployed his naval forces in ere€ting a church to the 
honour of St. Michael (a), he abandoned Sicily to 
the depredations of the Saracens, and fuffered them 
to take Syracufe; but left he fhould be fingular ia 
that proceeding, Leo his fucceffor configned his 
dicet to the fame employment, and permitted the 
Barbarians to poffefs themfelves of Tauromenia and 
the ifland of Lemnos. 

Andronicus Palaelogus (b) entirely nesta 
his maritime power, becaufe he had been affured God 
was fo well fatisfied with his zeal for the church’s 
peace, that his enemies would never prefume to 
invade his dominions by fea. He was even appre- 
henfive that the Deity would call him to a ftrict 
account for the time he devoted to the neceffary af- 
fairs of ftate, and deduéted from fpiritual attentions. 

The Greeks being very loquacious, great difput- 


(a) See the lives of Bafilius and Leo by Zonares and Ni- 
ciphorus. (5) Pachymer. 1. vii. 


RoMAN EMPIRE. 223 


ants and naturally inclinable to fophiftry, were per» 
petually incumbering religion with controverfial 
points; and as the monks were in great reputation 
in a court which was always weak in proportion 
to its corruption; that court, and thofe monks 
mutually communicated infection to each other, in 
confequence of which the empcrors devoted all 
their thoughts, fometimes to calm, and freq:ently 
to inflame, theological difputes, which were always 
obferved to be moft frivolous when they were de- 
bated with the greateft warmth. 

Michael Palaelogus (4), whofe reign was fo in- 
fefted by controverfies in religion, growing fenfi- 
ble of the melancholy devafiations committed by 
the Turks in Afia, faid with a figh, that the rath 
zeal of fome perfons, who, by exclaiming againft his 
conduét, had exafperated his fubjects againft him, 
made it neceflary for him to employ all his cares 
to accomplifh his own prefervation, and compelled 
him to be a tame fpectator of the ruin of feveral 
provinces. I contented my felf, faid he, with pro- 
viding for the fecurity of thofe difiant parts, by the 
miniftration of governors, who being either corrup- 
ted by the enemy, or apprehenfive of punithment, 
never acquainted me with the unhappy fituation of 
the people with whofe welfare they were intrufted. 

The patriarchs of Conftantinople had afumed 
an unlimited power, and as the emperors and their 
grandees generally retired to the churches, when 
the people were {pirited up to infurreétions, the Pa- 
triarchs had confequently an opportunity of deli- 


(a) Pachymer. |. vit. c.29. We have had recourfe to the 
tranflation of the prefident Caufin, 
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vering them up to the popular fury, and never 
failed to exercife this power as they were direéted 
by any particular fancy, by which means they al- 
ways became the arbiters of public affairs, though 
in a very indire& manner. 

When the elder Andronicus (2) caufed the pa- 
triarch to be admonithed not to intermeddle with 
the tranfactions of ftate, but to confine his atten- 
tion to fpiritual affairs, fuch a requeft, replied that 
imperious prieft, is as if the body fhould fay to the 
foul, [ do not claim any community with you, and 
hive no occafion for your affiftance in the exercife 
of my functions, 

Such mon{trous pretenfions became infupporta- 
ble to princes, and the patriarchs were frequently 
divefted of their fees. But fuch a proceeding, in a 
fuperftitions nation, who detefted all the ecclefia- 
flical funétions of the patriarch whom they con- 
fidered as an intruder, produced continual fchifms, 
each particular patriarch, the old, the new, and 
the laft elected, being fupported by his own fet 
of partifans. 

Such contentions as thefe were much more per- 
nictous than any difagreements on points of do- 
citrine, becaufe they refembled an hydra to whom 
every defeat was a renovation. 

The rage of difputation became fo natural to the 
Greeks, i Cantacuzenus (%), when he took Con- 
ftantinople, found the emperor John and his emprefs 
engaged in a council which had been fummoned 
apain{t fome adverfaries of the monks: and when 


(2) Palacologus. See the hiftory of the two emperors of 
this name written by Cantacuzenus, l, i. c. ṣo. 
(b) Cantacuzen. l. iii, c. 99. 
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Mohammed the fecond befieged that city (a), the em- 
peror could not fupprefs the theological animofities, 
and the council of Florence (4) engaged the general 
attention much more than the Turkifh army. 

As every perfon, in common dilputes, is fenfi- 
ble he may be deceived, a tenacious and untraéta- 
ble {pirit feldom prevails to any extreme, but in 
thofe controverfies where religion is the fubje&t; for 
there, as every perfon from the nature of the point 
in debate becomes perfuaded that his own opinion 
is true, he grows exafperated againft thofe, who, 
inftead of concurring with his fentiments, endea- 
vour to make him a convert to their own. 

Thofe, who may happen to read the hiftory writ- 
ten by Pachymerus, will be effectually convinced of 
the unalterable inability of divines to accommodate 
their own difagreements, and’ will fee an emperor 
(c) who fpent his days in affembiing people of that 
clafs, liftening to their difputations, and reproaching 
them for the inflexibility of their opinions: they 
will likewife behold another engaged with a hydra 
of controverfies that were perpetually rifing to new 
life, and will be fenfible that the fame pacific me- 
thods and perfevering patience, the fame inclination 
to finith their contentions; in a word, the fame art- 
lefs pliancy to their intrigues, joined with the fame 

(a) Hift. of the laft Palacolapi by Ducas. 

(b) The qneftion in debate was, whether a congregation, 
who heard mafs from a priet who had confented to pacific 
meafures, ought not to have fled from him as if he had been 
a deftrudtive flame: the great church was accounted 2 profane 
temple, and the monk Gennadius hurled his aaathemas againit 
all who were defirous of peace. 

(c) Andronicus Palaeologus. 
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deference to their averfions, will never reconcile thefe 
implacable ecclefiaftics while the world endures. 

We fhall prefent the reader with a remarkable 
inftance of the difpofition we have been defcribing : 
the partifans of the patriarch Arfenus (4) were 
prevailed upon, by the follicitations of the empe- 
ror, to come into a treaty with thofe who were in 
the intereft of the patriarch Jofeph. This treaty 
fpecified that both parties fhould write down their 
feveral pretenfions, and then throw the two papers 
which contained them into a pan of live coals, and 
if one of them fhould remain unconfumed, they 
were then to acquiefce with that determination from 
heaven; but if both fhould happen to be burnt, the 
parties were no longer to perfift in their demands. 
The fire deftroyed the two papers,.the factions 
were reconciled, and the peace continued for a day. 
The next morning they pretended that the renun- 
ciation of their claims ought to flow from an in- 
ternal perfuafion, and not from chance, and from 
that moment the contention was renewed with 
greater animofity than ever. 

The difputes of divines fhould always be confi- 
dered with great attention ; but at the fme time 
this ought to be concealed as much as poflible, be- 
caufe, any vifible follicitude to calm the contending 
parties never fails to credit their fingularities, and 
confequently tempts them to believe their fentiments 
are of that importance as to comprehend the welfare 
of the fate and the fecurity of the fovereign. 

it is altogether as impracticable to decide the dif- 
agreement of clergymen by attending to their af- 
feSted fubtilties, as it would be to abolifh duels by 


(a) Pachymer. l. vii. 
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erecting a court, with a delegation to trace a point 
of honour through all its refinements. 

Such was the imprudence of the Greek emperors, 
that when a religious controverfy had been lulled 
afleep by time, they again awakened it in all its 
rage. Juftinian, Heraclius, and Manuel Comnenus, 
propofed articles of faith to their ecclefiaflics and 
laity, who would certainly have been deceived in 
the truth, though it had flowed from the lips of 
thofe princes in all its purity., And as they were 
always defective in forms, and generally in efen- 
tials, and grew defirous of difplaying their penetra- 
tion, which they might have manifefted to more ad- 
vantage in other affairs confided to their judgment; 
they engaged in vain difputes on the nature of God, . 
who, as he withdraws himfelf from the proud curi- 
ofity of the learned, fo he veils the majefty of his 
exiltence as effectually from the great men of the 
earth. 

It is an error to believe any human power can 
be abfolute and infallible in thefe refpects, for fuch 
there never was, nor ever will be imparted to any 
mortal. The largeft extent of temporal authority 
is confined to certain limitations, and when the 
grand feignior ordains a new taxation at Conitan- 
tinople, the univerfal murmurs of his fubjeéts make 
him fenfible of thofe reftriGions of his power which 
till then were concealed from his obfervation. A 
Perfian monarch may indeed compel a fon to mur- 
der his father, or oblige a pareat to plunge his dag- 
ger into the heart of his chitd, but he can never 
force his fubjets to drink wine. There is a general 
principle in every nation which is the invariable ba- 
fis of power, and when once this principle is too 
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much loaded, it infallibly fhrinks into fmaller di- - 
menfions. 

An unacquaintednefs with the true nature and 
limits of ecclefiaftical and fecular power, was the 
moft pernicious fource of all the calamities that befel 
the Greeks, and involved both priefts and people in 
perpetual errors, 

This great diftinétion, which conftitutes all the 
tranquillity of a nation, is founded not only on 
religion, but on reafon and nature, which never 
confound things really diftinét in themfelves, and 
which can only fubfift in confequence of that very 
diftinction. 

Though the prieflhood among the ancient Ro- 
mans did not form a feparate body, yet the diftin- 
étion we have been reprefenting was as well known 
to them, as it can be to us. Clodius had confecrated 
the houfe of Cicero to the goddefs of liberty, but 
when that great orator returned from his exile, he 
cid not fail to demand it as his lawful property: the 
Pontiffs were of opinion, that if it had been fo con- 
fecrated without an exprefs order obtained from the 
people, it might be reftored to him without any vi-, 
olation of religion. They have declared, fays Cicero, 
(a), that they only examined the validity of the 
confecration, and nor the law enacted by the people, 
and that they had decided the firft article as pontiffs, 
and the fecond, in the quality of fenators. 


(a) Epik ad Attic. i iv. 
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1. The Duration of the Eaffern Empire accounted 
for. 2. Its Deftrudtion. 


FTER this account of the Grecian empire, 
A it feems natural to enquire how it could pof- 
fibly fubfift fo long, and I believe fufficient reafons 
may be affigned for that duration. 

The Arabians having invaded the empire, and 
conquered feveral provinces, their chiefs became 
competitors for the Khalifat, and the flame of their 
firft zeal only burft out in civil diffenfions. 

The fame people having conquered Perfia and 
afterwards divided and weakened themfelves in that 
country, the Greeks were no longer obliged to keep 
the principal forces of the empire {tationed on the 
banks of Euphrates. 

Callinicus an architect, who came from Syria to 
Conftantinople, invented an artificial fame, which 
was eafily ventilated into a point by means of a 
tube, and was of fuch a peculiar nature, that wa- 
ter and every other fubftance which extinguith com- 
mon fire did but increafe the violence of this. The 
Greeks were in poffeffion of it for feveral years, and 
managed it in fuch a manner as made it capable of 
firing their enemies fhips, particularly the Arabian 
fleet which failed from Africa or the Syrian coafts 
to invade them even in Conftantinople. 

This flame was ranked among the fecrets of ftate ; 
and Conftantine Porphyrogenitus in his treatife on 
the adminiftration of the empire, and which he de- 
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dicated to his fon Romanus, advifes him to tell the 
Barbarians, when they fhould defire him to give 
them any of the Grecian fire, that he was not per- 
mitted to part with it, becaufe an angel, who pre- 
fented it the emperor Conftantiné, commanded 
him to refufe it to all other nations, and that thofe 
who had difobeyed that injunction were confumed 
by a fire from heaven the moment they entered in- 
to the church. 

Conftantinople was the greateft, and almoft the 
_only city of commerce in the world; for the Goths 
on the one fide, and the Arabians on the other, had 
ruined all manner of traffic and induftry in every 
other part. The filken manufactures were brought 
thither from Perfia, and were even negleéted in that 
country fince the Arabian invafion. We may add 
to this that the Greeks were mafters at fea, which 
opened an immenfe flow of riches into the ftate, 
and proved an inexhauftible fource of relief in all 
its emergencies; and if at any time there feemed 
to be any declenfion of the public affluence, it was 
immediately recruited by a new acceflion. 

We fhall juftify this obfervation by a remarkable 
inftance. The elder Andronicus Comnenus though 
he was the Nero of the Greeks, yet amidit all his 
vices he was indefatigable in the fuppreffion of in- 
juftice and vexations in the grandees, and it is a 
known faét, that during the three years of his reign 
he reftored feveral provinces to their ancient {plen- 
dor. ; 

In fine, the Barbarians, having once fixed their 
fettlement on the banks of the Danube, were no 
longer fo formidable to the empire as before, but 
rather became ufeful to it as a barrier againft other 
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barbarous nations. And thus whilft the empire 
was haraffed by any bad government, fome par- 
ticular incidents were always in referve for its re- 
lief. Thus we fee Spain and Portugal in a condi- 
tion, amidft all their weaknefs, to fupport themfelves 
with the treafures of the Indies; the temporal do- 
minions of the Pope owe their fafety to the refpect 
paid to their fovereign; and the rovers of Barbary 
derive their fecurity from the obfiructions they 
faften upon the commerce of leffer (a) nations, and 
_the very piracies of thefe people on inferior ftates 
make them ferviceable in their turn to the greater. 

The Turkifh empire is at prefent in the fame 
{tate of declenfion to which that of the Greeks was 
formerly (b) funk, but in all probability it will fill 
fubfift a long time; for fhould any prince endan- 
ger it by purfuing his conquefts to an immoderate 
extent, it will always be defended by the three trad- 
ing powers of Europe, who are too fenfible of their 
own intereft ever to be unconcerned {pectators of 
its fall. . 

It is happy for thefe trading powers, that God 
has permitted Turks and Spaniards to be in the 


(a) They infeft the navigation of the Italians in the Me- 
diterranean. 

(ò) All projeéts of this nature againft the Turks, and par- 
ticularly fuch as have any fimilitude to that which was form- 
ed in the papacy of Leo the tenth, by which it was concerted, 
that the emperor fhould march to Con(tantinople through Bof- 
nia; the king of France through Albania and Greece, whilft 
the maritime powers were to embark at their feveral ports; I 
fay fuch projects were never ferioufly intended, or were framed 
at leaft by thofe who were altogether unacquainted with the 
true conftitution of Europe, 
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world, for of all nations they are the moft proper 
to enjoy a great empire with infignificance. 

In the time of Bafilius Porphyrogenitus, the A- 
rabian power came to its period in Perfia. Moham- 
med the fon of Sambrael, who was then fove- 
reign of that empire, invited four thoufand Turks 
from the north, in the quality of auxiliaries; but, 
upon a fudden diffatisfaftion conceived by this 
prince, he fent an army againft them which was 
foon put to flight by the Turks. Mohammed, in 
the height of his indignation againft his pufillani- 
mous foldiers, gave orders that they fhould pafs 
before him habited like women; but they difap- 
pointed his anger, and joined the Turks: upon 
which the united army immediately difloged a gar- 
rifon which was ftationed to guard a bridge over 
the Araxes, and opened a free pafiage to a vaft 
body of their country-men. 

When they had extended their conquefts through 
Perfia, they fpread themfelves from eaft to weft o- 
ver the territories of the empire, and Romanus 
Diogenes, who endeavoured to oppofe their pro- 
grefs, became their prifoner ; after which they _ 
fubdued all the Afiatic dominions of the Greeks 
down to the Bofphorus. 

Some time after this event the Latins invaded the 
weftern regions, in the reign of Alexis Comnenus. 
An unhappy fchifm had for a long time infufed an 
implacable hatred between the nations of two dif- 
ferent communions, and would have produced fa- 
tal effe€ts much fooner, had not the Italians been 
more attentive to check the German emperors whom 
they feared, than they were to diftrefs the Greek 
emperors whom they only hated. 
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Affairs were in this fituation, when all Europe 
imbibed a religious belief that the place where Je- 
fus Chrift was born, as well as that where he ac- 
complithed his paffion, being profaned by the infi-. 
dels, the fureft atonement they could make for 
their own fins, would be to difpoflefs thofe Barba- 
rians of their acquifitions by force of arms. Europe 
at that time fwarmed with people who were fond of 
war, and had many crimes to expiate, and as it 
was propofed to them to obtain their remiffion by 
indulging their prevailing paflion, every man armed 
himfelf for the crufade. 


When this confecrated army arrived in the eaft, © 


they befieged and made themfelves mafters of Nice, 
which they reftored to the Greeks; and whilft the 
Infidels were feized with a general confternation, 
Alexis and John Comnenus chafed the Turks to 
the banks of Euphrates. 

But as advantageous as thefe crufades might be 
to the Greeks, the emperors trembled to fee fuch a 
fucceffion of fierce heroes and formidable armies 
marching through the heart of their dominions. 

This induced them to leave nothing unattempted 
that might create a diflatisfaCtion in Europe at thefe 
expeditions; and the votaries to the crofs were con- 
tinually enfnared by every inftance of treachery 
that could poffibly be expected from a timorous 
enemy. 

It muft be acknowleged that the French, who 
promoted thefe expeditions, had not prattifed any 
conduét that could render their prefence very fup- 
portable; and we may judge by the invectives of 
Anna Comnena againft our nation, that we act 
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without much precaution in foreign countries, and 
were at that time chargeable with the fame exce- 
ptionable freedoms we are reproached for at this 
day. : 

A French nobleman was going to feat himfelf 
upon the emperor’s throne, but earl Baldwin caught 
him by the arm; you ought to know, faid he, that 
when we are in any country whatever, it is proper 
to comply with the cuftomsthat prevail there. What 
a clown is he, replied the other, to fit whilft fo ma- 
ny captains are ftanding! 

The Germans, who came after the French, and 
were the moft civil and undefigning people in the 
world (a), fuffered very feverely for our follies, and 
were continually embarraffed with a fet of difpofi- 
tions that had been fufficiently irritated byour coun- 
trymen againft all foreigners. 

~In fine, the averfion of thofe eaftern people was 
worked up to the higheft extreme; and this with 
fome incivilities offered to the Venetian merchants, 
operating upon the ambition, avarice, and falfe zeal 
of that nation as well as the French, determined 
them to form a crufade againft the Greeks. 

The united army of thefe two European nations 
found their enemies altogether as pufillanimous and 
unwarlike as the Chinefe appeared to the Tartars in 
our time. The Frenchmen ridiculed their effemi- 
nate habit (6), and walked through the ftreets of 
Conftantinople dreffed in flowered mantles, and 
carrying pens and paper in their hands, in derifion 
to that nation, who had degenerated fron: all milita- 


(2) Hiftory of Manuel Comnenus by Nicetas, l. i. 
(b) Nicet. Hiftory of the eaftern tranfaćtions after the tak- 
ing of Con ftantinople, c. iii. 
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ry difcipline; and when the war was over, they re- 
fufed to admit any Greeks into their troops. 

The Venetians and French foon after declared 
for the weftern empire, and transferred the imperial 
throne to the earl of Flanders, whofe dominions, be- 
ing very diftant, could not create any jealoufy in the 
Italians. The Greeks ftill fupported themfelves in 
the eaft, being feparated from the Turks by a chain 
of mountains, and divided from the Italians by the 
fea. ~ 

The Latins, who found no obftacles in their 
conquefts, met with many in their fettlement. The 
Greeks returned from Afia into Europe, retook 
Conftantinople, and feized the greateft part of the 
weft. 

This new empire however was but a faint 
fhadow of the former, and had no folid power for 
its bafis. 

It comprehended few territories in Afia, befides 
the provinces on this fide the Meander and Sangar, 
and moft of thofe in Europe were parcelled out 
into {mall fovereignties. 

We may add to this, that during the fixty years 
the Latins were poffeffed of Conftantinople, the 
conquered people being difperfed, and the victors 
engaged in war, all commerce was transferred to 
the cities in Italy, and Conftantinople became di- 
vefted of its riches. 

The commerce even of the inland countries was 
carried on by the Latins. The Greeks (2), who were 
but newly re-eftablithed, and were likewife alarmed 
with innumerable apprehenfions, became defirous to 
ingratiate themfelves with the Genoefe, by granting 


(a) Cantacuzen. l. iv, 
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them a permiflion to traffic without paying any du- i 
ties; and as they were unwilling to irritate the Ve- | 
netians, who had not accepted of peace, but only | 
confented to a truce, thefe were likewife difcharged | 
from the fame payments. 

Though Manuel Comnenus had fuffered the na- 
vigation of the empire to decline before Conftantin- 
ople was taken, yet it could be eafily re-eftablifbed, 
fince commerce ftill fubfifted; but when all mari- 
time affairs became entirely neglected under the 
new empire, the mifchief grew remedilefs, becaufe 
the power of the empire was daily declining. 

This ftate, which extended its dominion over 
many iflands, and was interfected by the fea, which 
likewife furrounded feveral of its territories, was en- 
tirely unprovided of fhips, The former communi- 
cation no longer fubfifted between the provinces: 
the inhabitants (4) were obliged to fhelter them- 
felves in the inland parts from pyrates, and when 
they thought themfelves fafe in fuch a fanctuary, 
they foon found it neceflary to retire into the for- 
treffes, to preferve themfelves from the hoftilities 
of the Turks. 

Thefe barbarous people were at that time en- 
gaged in a peculiar war againft the Greeks, and 
might properly be called hunters of men. They 
fometimes marched two hundred leagues into a coun- 
try to accomplith their depredations; and as they 
were in fubjeétion to feveral fultans (4), it was im- 
poffible to purchafe a peace from every tribe; and 
to procure it from any particular parties, was alto- 
gether infignificant. Thefe Barbarians had embraced 


_(a) Pachymer 1. vii. i 
(b) Cantacuzen |. iii, c. 96. Pachymer. L xi, c. Oe 
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Mohammedifim, and their zeal for that religion 
ftrangely prompted them to ravage the Chriftian 
territories: befides, as they were the moft unami- 
able people on earth (a), and married to wives as 
difagreeable as themfelves, the moment they were 
acquainted with the Grecian women, all the reft 
of that fex became infupportable to them, and 
thofe beauteous females were continually expofed 
to the brutal paflion of thefe Barbarians (b). In 
fine, they had been always accuftomed to invade 
the properties of other people, and were the fame 
Huns who had formerly involved the Roman em- 
pire in fo many calamities. 

The Turks broke in like a deluge upon the fhat- 
tered remains of the Grecian empire in Afia, and 
thofe of the inhabitants, who were happy enough to 
efcape their fury, fled before them to the Bofpho- 


(2) This circumftance gave birth to a northern tradition 
related by Jornandes the Goth: that Phillimer, king of the 
Goths, having made an inroad into the Getic territories, found 
feveral women who were forcereffes, and drove them to a great 
diftance from his army; after which thofe female Magicians 
wandered in the deferts, where that fpecies of Daemons called 
Incubi, conforted with them, and by their amorous familiarities 
produced the nation of the Huns. Genus ferociflimum quod 
fuit primum inter paludes minutum, tetram, atque exile, nec 
aliud voce notum, nifi quae humani fermonis imaginem affigna- 
bat. i.e. A fierce and favage people, who lived fequeftered 
from the reft of mankind, among fens and marfhes, ghaftly 
and hageard in their perfons, and whofe voices were only an 
imperfect articulation of human fpecch, 

(b) Michael Ducas’s Hift. of John Manuel, John and Con- 
ftantine, c. ix. Conftantine Porphyrogenitus obferves, at the 
beginning of his extraét of the embaffies, that when the Bar- 
barians came to Conftantinople, the Romans ought to have 
been very cautious of fhewing them the grandeur of their riches, 
and the beauty of their wives. 
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rus, from whence fuch, as could accommodate them- 
felves with fhips, failed to thofe parts of the em- 
pire that were fituated in Europe, which occafion- | 
ed a confiderable addition to the number of the in- | 
habitants, though they were diminifhed in a fhort 
period of time: for civil wars began to rage with 
fo much fatality, that the two factions invited feve- 
ral Turkith fultans to their affifiance (2) with this i 
extravagant and inhuman ftipulation, that all the | 
people of the country, who were made captives | 
from the oppofite party, fhould be carried into 
flavery; by which means each of thofe factions 
concurred in the deftruction of their own country 
with a view of ruining their adverfaries. 

Bajazet having conquered all the other fultans, 
the Turks would then have ated agreeably to their 
future behaviour in the reign of Mohammed II. had 
not they been in danger of extermination by the 
Tartars. - 

I am now afraid to deferibe the miferies which 
refulted from thefe revolutions, and fhall only in- 
timate, that the empire under its laft monarchs, be- 
ing contracted within the fuburbs of Conftantinople, 
finifhed its progrefs like the Rhine, which fhrinks 
into a rivulet before it lofes itfelf in the ocean. 


(a) See the hiftory of the emperors John Palaeologus and 
John Cantacuzenus, written by Cantacuzenus. 
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Oa es ravaged by the forces of Macedon 

and /Etolia, Page 60. 

Achaians, the ftate of their affairs, 59, 60. 

Ativity, of the Roman foldiers, defcribed, 36, 37. 

Aium, battle of, gained by Auguftus over Antony, 52. 

Adrian, the emperor, relinquifhes the conque(ts of Trajan, 
152, 153» Which greatiy difpleafes the people, 153. Re- 
eftablifhes military difcipline, 162. 

Equi, a warlike people, 33. 

fEtolians, character of that people, 59. Join the Romans a- 
gainft Philip, 62. Join Antiochus againft the Romans, 63, 64.° 

Africa, cities of, fubjeét to the Carthaginians, ill fortified, 50. 

Agrippa, Odtavius’s general, reduces Sextus Pompeius, 124. 

Alexander, fucceffor of Heliogabalus, put to death by the Ro- 
man foldiers, 163. 

Alexis Comnenus, the events of his reign, 132, Alexis and Jobn 
Comnenus, drive back the Turks to the Euphrates, 233. 

Ally, of the people of Rome, the title of, much fought after, 
it carried with ic the completeft flavery, 72. 

Amalazonta, queen of the Goths, fupplies Belifarius with pro- 
vifions, 201. k 

Ambaffadors, Roman, always {peak with a haughty tone, yr. 

Ambition, why a very common evil in the Grecian empire, 212. 

Anarchy, prevails at Rome during the civil wars, 127. 

Andronicus Palaeologus, why he neglected the care of his fleet, 
222. Infolent anfwer of a patriarch of Conftantinople to 
the old Andronicus, 224. Spends his time in the difcuffion 
of theological fubtilties, 225. 

Andronicus Comnenus, the Nero of the Greeks, 230. 

Antiochus, his ill condué in the war againft the Romans, 66, 
The difhonourable treaty he rnade with them, 67. 

Antony, gets pofleffion of Caefar’s book of accounts, 118. Speaks 
Caefar’s funeral oration, 119. ls defirous of having the go- 
vernment of Cifaipine Gaul affigned to him, to the prejudice 
of Decimus Brutus, who obtainsit, 120. Defeated at Modena, 
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121. Joins Lepidus and Oétavius, 122. He and Ođavius 
purfue Brutus and Caffius, ibid. Swears to re-eftablifh the 
republic; lofes the battle of ACtium, 125, 126. 

Antoninus, the two emperors, beloved and refpected, 154. 

Appian, author of the hiftory of the wars of Marius and Syl- 
la ro. 

Arabians, their rapid conquefts, 214. Very dextrous archers, 
215. Excellent horfemen, ibid. Their divifions favourable 
to the empire of the eaft, 229. Their power deftroyed in 
Perfia, aez. 

Arcadius makes an alliance with the Vifigoths, 194. 

Archers, Cretan, formerly moft efteemed, 41. 

Arianifm, moft of the Barbarians, who turned Chriftians, of 
that {cét, 198. The prevailing fect for fome time in the 
empire, ibid. Its do¢trine, 210. 

Ariftocracy fucceeds monarchy at Rome, 85. Changes by 
degrees into Democracy, 86. | 
Armies, Roman, not very numerous at firft, 39. The beft dif- 
ciplined that ever were, go. Naval, formérly more numerous 
than at prefent, 53. Inthe civil wars of Rome had no de- 
termined object in view, 125. Only attached to the good 
fortune cf their leader, 126. Under the emperors exercife 
the fupreme magiltracy, 163. By what means Dioclefian 
diminifhed their power, 168. Great armies, either by land 
or fea, more troublefome, than ferviceable to the fuccefs 

of an enterprife, 201. 

Arms, the Roman foldiers grew weary of their arms, 183. 
A Roman foldier was punifhed with death, if he left his 
arms in the field, 185. 

Arfenius and Jofeph, contend for the fee of Conftantinople ; 
the heat and obflinacy of the partifans, 226. 

Arts, in what manner introduced among different nations, 41, 
etc. Arts and commerce reputed fervile occupations by 
the Romans, 102. 

Afia, a country which luxury and effeminacy have never quit- 
ted, Os. 

Affociation of feveral cities of Greece, 59. Of feveral princes 
in the government of the Roman empire, 165,167. Looked 
upon by the Chriftians as one caufe of its ruin, 187. 

Aftrology, judicial, much in vogue in the Grecian empire, 212. 

Athamanes ravaged by Macedon and /£tolia, 6o. 
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Athenians, ftate of their affairs after the Punic wars, 60. 

Attila reduces all the north, and makes both empires tributa- 
ry, 189. Whether it was his moderation that made him 
not extirpate the Romans, ibid. In what flavith fubjection 
he kept both empires, r90. His eharaéter, ibid. His al- 
liance with Genferic, 104. 

Avari attack the empire of the eaft, 209. 

Auguftus, furnamed Odtavius, 127. Begins to eftablifh a new 
form of government, ibid. His {fecret motives, and the plan 
of his government, 128, 129. Parallel of his condu€ with 
that of Caefar, ibid. Whether he ever really defigned to re- 
fign the empire, 129. Parallel of Auguftus and Sylla, 129, 
130. Very cautious of conferring the freedom of Rome on 
any one, 131. Placesa governor anda garrifon in Rome, 132. 
Afigns funds for the payment of the land and fea forces, 
133. Takes from the people the legiflative power, 136. 

Auttin, St. refutes the letter of Symmachus, 189. 

Authority, that of’a prince who futceeds a rcpublic, more ab- 
folute than any, 147. 


Bajazet, why he did not fucceed in the conqueft of the 
Eaftern empire, 238. 

Baldwin, count of Flanders, crowned emperorby the Latins, 135. 

Ralearean flingers much valued, 4r. 

Barbarians became formidable to the Romans, 165. Their 
incurfions on the territories of the Roman empire, in the 
reign of Gallus, 166. Repulfed by Rome, 167, 168. 
Their irruptions in the time of Conftantius, 174. The em-* 
perors fometimes kept them otf with money, 179. Which 
drains the riches of Rome, 180. Employed in the Roman 
armies as auxiliaries, 181. Refufe to fubmit to the Roman 
difcipline, 185. Obtain lands in the Weft on the extremi- 
ty of the empire, 193. Might have become Romans, ibid. 
‘The greateft part of them deftroy one another, 197. On 
turning Chriftians, embrace Arianifm, 198. Their politics, 
manners, etc. ibid. Different manners of fighting among 
divers barbarous nations, 199. The moft powerful did not 
make the bet {ettlements, 200. Once fettled, became lefs 
formidable, 197, 230. 

Barlaam, his conteft with fome Greek monks, 220. 
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Balil, the emperor, lofes Sicily’ through his own fault, 222. 

Porphyrogenitus; extinétion of the power of the Arabs 
in Perfia, in his reign, 232. 

Battle loft, worfe by the difcouragement it occafions, than by 
the lofs of men fuffered in it, 55. 

Belifarius, to what he attributed his fuccefs, 199. Lands in 
Africa with only s000 men, to attack the Vandals, 200. 
His cxploits and victories. His Character, 201, 202. 

Bigotry enervates the courage of the Greeks, 217. Contrary 
effeéts of bigotry and fanaticifm, ibid. 

Bithynia, origine of that kingdom, 64. 

Blues and Greens, fa€tions which divided the empire of the 
Faft, 203. Juftinian favours the Blues, 204. - 

Boectians, character of that people, Go. 

Brutus and Caffius are guilty of a miftake fatal to the republic, 
rrr. Both kill themfelves, 122. . Á 

Booty, how divided among the Romans, 30. 


Casar, parallel of, with Pompey and Craflus, ros, ete. Pre- 

© wails againft Pompey, re8. What enabled him to attempt 
the liberty of his country, ibid. Frightens Romeas much as 

-~ Hannibal had done, r10. His elevation more owing to his 
great perfonal qualities, than to his good fortune fo much 
magnified, ibid. Purfites Pompey into Greece, ibid. Whe- 
ther his clemency deferves to be much commended, 113. 
‘Whether there be any reafon to boaft of his diligence, ibid. 
Makes an attempt to have the diadem put on his head, ibid. 
Treats the fenate with contempt, and draws up fenatus ĉon- 
fulta himfelf, 114. Confpiracy againft him, 115. Whether 
the aflafinating Caefar was properly a crime, 116, 117. 
All his aéts ratified by the fenate after his death, 117. 
His obfequies, 119. Almoft all his confpirators make a mi- 
erable end, 124. Parallel between Caefar and Auguftus, 
128. Total extindtion of his family, 148. 

Caligula, character of that emperor; reftores the Comitia, 140. © 
Supprefles aceufations of Leje Majefle, 140, 141. Whimfical 
in his cruelties, 14g. Is flain: Claudius fucceeds him, 146. 

Callinicus, inventor of the Grecian fire, 229. 

Campania, character of its inhabitants, 33. 

Canuaz, battle of, the Romans lofe it againft the Carthai- 
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nians, 54. Eirmnefs of the Roman fenate notwithftanding 
this lofs, 54, 55. 

Canvafling for places of truft introduced at Rome chiefly during 
the civil wars, 127. 

Capuans, indolent and voluptuous, 33. 

Cappadocia, origine of that kingdom, 64. 

Caracalla, the charaéicrand conduét of that emperor, 158. Aug- 
ments the foldiers pay, 159. Inftitvres divine honcurs to his 
brother Geta, whom he had put to death, 161. Is in like 
manner ranked among the gods by the emperor Macrinus, 
his fucceffor and murderer, 162. Effect of his profufion, ibid. 
regretted by the foldiers, 163. 

Carthage, portrait of that republic at the time of the firft Pu- 
nic war, 46. Parallel of it with the republic of Rome, 47. 
Had none but hired troops, 48. Its eftablifhment lefs folit 
than thar of Rome, 49. Its ill conduét in the war, 50. Its 
government opprcilive, ibid. The founding of Aicxandria 
hurts its trade, 51. Receives peace from the Romans, after 
the fecond Punic war, on hard terms, 58. 

Caffius and Brutus commita fault very fatal to the republic, r11. 

Cato, a faying of, concerning the firft triumvirate, 107. After 
the battle of Pharfalia advifes to protraét the war, rrr. Pa- 
rallel between Cato and Cicero, 121. 

Cavalry, Roman, becomes equal to any, 40. At the time of 
the war againft the Carthaginians, inferior to the cavalry 
of that nation, 51. Numidian cavalry, enters into the fer- 
vice of the Romans, 52. At firft only the eleventh part of 
each legion; augmented afterwards, 183. Difcipline lefs 
neceffary to cavalry, than to infantry, 184. Roman cavalry 

“fkilled in the ufe of the bow, 199. Cavalry of Afa excelled 
that of Europe, 215. 

Cenfors, their power, 89, etc. could not depofe any magiftrate, 
o1, etc. Their office in relation to the cenfus, 90,91. Note. 

Centuries, Servius Tullius divides the people by, 89. Note. 

Chriftians, opinion entertained in Greece again{ thedding their 
blood, 211. 

Chriftianity, what facilitated its eftablifhment in the Roman 
empire, 158. Looked upon by the Pagans as the caufe of 
the ruin of the Roman empire, 187. 

` Chriftianity, gives place to Mahometanifie in a part of Afia and 
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Africa, 214. Why God permitted it to be extinguifhed in 
fo many places, 214, 215. 

Cicero, his conduét after the death of Caefar, 119. Labours 
to raife Octavius, ibid. Parallel of Cicero and Cato, r21. 

Civil, the civil wars of Rome did not hinder its aggrandife- 
ment, riz. In general made the people more warlike, and 
more formidable to their enemies, r11, 112. Of two forts 
in France, 127. 

Cloudius, the emperor, entrufts his officers with the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, 146. 

Clemency, of a ficcefsful ufurper, whether it merits high com- 
mendation, 113. 

Cleopatra, runs away at the battle of Actium, 125. Had un- 
doubtedly in view to gain the heart of Octavius, 126. 

Colonies, Roman, 49. 

Comitia, become tumultuous, 96; 

Commerce, reafons why the power to which it raifes a nation, 
is not always of long continuance, 51. Commerce and arts 
looked upon by the Romans as fervile employments, 102. 

Commodus flicceeds Marcus Aurelius, 154. 

Comnenus, Andronicus, the Nero of the Greeks, 230. 

Alexis. See Alexis. 

-—— Johannes, See John. 

Manuel. See Manuel. “ 

Compafs, invention of, has brought navigation to great per- 
fection, 53. , 

Conguefts of the Romans, flow in the beginning, but continu- 
ed, 33. More dificult to be preferved than made, 57. 

Confpiracy againft Caefar, r15. 

Confpiracies, frequent in the beginning of Auguftus’s reign, 116. 

Why become more difficult now than among the ancients, 213. 

Conftantine, removes the feat of the empire to the Eaft, 171. 
Diftributes corn at Conftantinople and Rome, 172. With- 
draws the legions, ftationed on the frontiers, into the heart 
of the provinces; confequences of this innovation, 174, 175- 

Conftance, grandfon of Heraclius by Conftantine, flain in Si- 
ely, 216. 

Conftantine, fon of Heraclius, poifoned, ibid. 

Conftantinus Barbus, fon of Conftance, fucceeds his father, ibid. 

Conftantinople, takes:its name from Conftantine, 171. Divided 
into two factions, 203. Exorbitant power of its patriarchs, 
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223. Supports itfelf under the later Greek emperors by its 
trade, 23c. Taken by-the croifaders, 234. Retaken by tlie 
Greeks, 235. Its trade rnined, ibid. 

Conftantius, fends Julian into Gaul, 175. 

Confuls annual, the eftablifhment of, at Rome, 29. 

Coriolanus, in what tone the fenate treated with him, ss. 

Corn, diftribution of, in the time of the republic, and under the 
emperors, 172. 

Country, love of their country, a kind of religious fentiment 
among the Romans, 100, 101. 

Courage, warlike, its definition, 39. 

Croifades, 233. 

Croifaders, make war on the Greeks, and crown the count of 
Flanders emperor, 234,235. Keep pofleffion of Conflantin- 
ople for fixty years, 235. 

Cynocephalae, battle of, where the Atolians, afited by the Ro- 
mans, defeat Philip, Ca. 


DANCING, a part of the military exercife among the Ro- 
mans, 145. 

Danes, their land-forces almoft always beat by thofe of Sweden 
for near two centuries paft, 174, etc. 

Decemvirs, prejudicial to Rome’s greatnefs, 34. 

Declenfion of the Roman greatnefs, its caufes, i. Warsin di- 
ftant countries, 93. ii. Conferring the freedom of the city 
on all their allies, 94, 95. iii. Infufficiency of their laws in 
their ftate of greatnefs, 98, iv. Corruption of mennets, 99. 
v. Difafe of triumphs, 130. vi. Invafion of the empire by 
the Barbarians, 191, rof. vii. Too many of the Barbarian 
auxiliaries incorporated in the Roman armies, 182. Com- 
p2rifon of the general caufes of Rome’s greatnefs with thofe 
of its declenfion, 183. Declenfion of Rome, imputed by the 
Chriftiansto the Pagans, and by thofe to the Chriftians, 187. _ 

Denarii, diftributions of, in triumph, 149. 

Defertion, why common in our armies, and fcarce known in 
thofe of Rome, 39. 

Defpotic, whether any power be fo in every refpect, 227. 

Defpotifm, rather promotes the oppreffion, than the union cf the _ 
people, 97. 

Dictatorthip, its eftablifhment, 88. 
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Dioclefian, introduces the cuftom of affociating feveral princes 
in the government of the empire, 168. 

Difciplinc, military, the Romans repair-their loffes by re-efta- 
blifhing it in all its vigour, 37. Adrian re-eftablithes it; Se- 
verus negleéts it, 16:. Several emperors moflacred for at- 
tempting to reftore it, 163. Quite abolifhed among the 
Romans, 183. Barbariansincorporated in the Roman armies 
refufe to fubmit to it, 185. Comparifon of its ancient rigour 
‘vith its remiffnefs, ibid. 

Difeafes of the mind generally incurable, 212. 

Difputation, natural to the Greeks, 224. 

Difputes, obfinate in matters of religion, 225. What regard 
ought to be paid to them by fovereigns, 226. 

Divination by water in a bafon, praétifed in the Grecian em- 
pire, 2120 

Divines, incapable of ever accommodating their differences, 226. 

Divifions more eafily appeafed in a monarchy than in a repub- 
lic, 47. j 

Domitian the emperor, a monfter of cruelty, r50. 

Drofilla, the emperor Caligula, her brother, decrees divine ho- 
nours to her, r45. 

Duillius, the conful, defeats the Carthaginians in a a fea engage- 
ment, 53, 54. 

Duronius, M. the tribune why expelled the fenate, or. 


East, Rate of, at the time of the final defeat of the Cartha- 
ginians, 57, etc. 

Eaft, empire of, fubfifts longer than that of the Weft, why, 192. 
229. Juftinian’s conquefts only haften its ruin, 202. Why 
aE of wives hath always been the cultom in the Eaft, 
203. What fupported this empire, not withftanding the weak- 
nefS.of its government, 229,230. Its final ruin, 237, 238. 

Egvébt, afketch of the government of that kingdom after the 
ceath of Alexander, 63. IHI condu& of its kings, 67, ete. 
Wherein confifted their principal ftrength, 68. Deprived by 
tbe Romans of the auxiliary troops which they had from 
Greece, ibid. Conquered by Aucuftus, 172. 

Emperors, Roman, generaliffimo’s of the armies of the empire, 
131. Their power increafes by degrees, 134. The moft cru- 
el, not hated by the lower people, why, 143. Were-pro- 
claimed by the Roman armies, 147. Inconvenience of this 
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method of elcétion, ibid. In vain endeavour to make the 
power of the fenate be refpected, 148,149. Succeflors of 
Nero, to Vefpafian, 149. Their power might appear more 
tyrannical than that of modern princes, why, 155. Often 
foreigners, why, 157. Murder of feveral emperors fucceflive- 
bg from Alexander to Decius, incluive, 163, 164. Who 
recovered the empire from the brink of ruin, 168. Their 
life begins to be lefs in danger, 169. Live more effeminately, 
and apply lefs to bufinefs, ibid. Want to have divine ho- 
nours paid them, 170. Several Greek emperors hated by their 
fubjects on account of religion, 211. Difpofitions of the peo- 
ple towards them, 212. Inflame theological difputes, inftead 
of ftifling them, 227. Wholly neglect the marine, 236. 

Empire, Roman, its eftablifhment, 131, ete. Compared to the 
government of Algiers, 16.4. Over-run by divers barbarous 
nations, 165. Repulfes, and rids itfelf of them, 168. Afo- 
ciation of feveral princes in the government cf the empire, 
165, 168. Partition of the empire, 171. Never weaker than 
when its frontiers were beft fortified, 207, 208. Empire of 
the Eaft. See Eaft.—Of the Weft. See Weft.—~—Grecian, 
See Grecian.——Of the Turks. See Turks. 

Enfranchifement of flaves, limited by Auguftus, 131. Motives 
which rendered it fo frequent, 132. 

Engagements, naval, depend at prefent more on the failors than 
foldiers, 53. 

Engines of war unknown in Italy, in the infancy of Rome, 32, 

England, wifdom of its government, 92. 

Engraving, ufefulnefs of that art for geographical charts, 213. 

Enterprizes, great, more difficult to accomplifh now, than in 
ancient times, why, 213. 

Epicurifm, introduced at Rome towards the end of the repub- 
lic, occafions a corruption of manners, 99. 

Eutychus, the heretic; what it was he tanght, 21r. 

Examples ; fome bad ones of worfe eonfequence than crimes, go. 

Exchange, variation in the courfe cf, inferences drawn from 
in ard 

Exercifes, bodily, funk into contempt among the moderns, 
though very ufeful, 145. 


FauLTs committed by governors, fometimes the neceffary 
effect of the Situation of affairs, +80. 
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Feafts, the law which limited the expences of them at Rome, 
abrogated by the tribune Duronicus, gr. 

Feu Gregeois, the Greek emperors forbid the difcovery of the 
fecret of it to Barbarians, 229, 239. 

Fiefs, whether the laws of, are in themfelves prejudicial to the 
duration of an empire, 81. 

Fleets carried formerly a much greater number of land forces 
than at prefent, why, 53. A fleet able to keep the fea, isnot, 
built and fitted out in a fhort time, s4. 

Fortune decides not the fate of empires, 182. 

Freedom of Rome granted to all its allies, 96. Inconveniencies 
refulting from thence, 95, 97. 

French crufaders, their ill conduét in the Eaft, 223. 

Fricfland and Holland were formerly neither inhabited, nor ha- 
bitable, 216. 

Frontiers of the empire, fortificd by Juftinian, 207. 


Gasinius demands a trinmph, after a war which he had 
entered into againft the inclination of the people, 128. 
Galba, the emperor, holds the empire a. very fhort time, 149. 
Gallus, incurfions of the Barbarians on the territory of the 
empire’under his reign, 166. Why they did not then ferrle. 
in if, 192. 

Gaul, government both of the Cifalpine and Tranfalpine, en- 
trafted to Caefar, 108, 1¢9. 

Gauls, parallel of that people with the Romans, 45. 

Generals of the Roman armies; cafes of the increafe of their. 
authority, 94. j 

Genferic, king of the Vandals, 194. 

Germanicus, regretted by the Roman people, 139. 

C ermany, its forefts cut down, and its mcraffes drained, 216. 

German crufaders pay dear for the faults of the French cru- 
faders, 234. 

Gladiators, the Roman foldiers entertained with a fpeétacle of 
gladiators, to aceuftom them to blood-fhed, 175. Note. 

Gordians, the emperors, all three affaffinated, 164. 

Goths, received by Valens into the empire, 167, 168. 

Government, e free government, what required to make it laft- 
ino, 92. OF Rome, excellent, becaufe it comprehended in 
its Gitem the means of correcting its abufe, ibid. Military, 
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whether preferable to civil, 154. Inconveniencics of totalty 
changing its form, 174. 

Grandeur of the Romans, caufes of its growth, i. Triumplis, 
26. ii, Adopting forcign cuftoms which they judged prefer- 
able to their own, ibid. iii. Capacity of their kings, 27. iv. 
The intereft which the confuls had in ating as men of honour 
duting their confulthip, 29. v. Diftribution of the fpoils to 
tite foldiers, and of the conquered lands to the citizens, 30. vi. 
Continuance of war, 33. vii. Their unfhaken firmuefs which 
kept them from being ever difeouraged, 55. väi. Their ad- 
drefs to:make their enemies detiroy one another, 76. ix. 
Excclience of their government, whofe plan fupplied the 
mieans:of correcting its abufes, 92. Grandeur of Rome is 
the true caufe of its ruin, 94. The general caufes of its 
increafe and declenfion compared, 182,-— r85. 

Graecia major, character of the inhabitarits who peopled ir, 33. 

Greece, {tare of, afier the conqueft of Carthage by the Romans, 
60,61. Empire of, what fort of events its hiftory prefenss, 
210. Herefies frequent in that empire, ibid. Great part of 
it invaded by the Latin erufaders, 234. Retaken by the 
Greeks, 235 By what methods it fupported iifelf after the 
check given it by the Latins, 236. Final ruin of this empirt,, 
237,238. Touns of, the Romans make them independent 
of the princes to whom they belonged, 63. Subjected by the 
Romans to make ‘neither war nor alliance without theis 
confent, 69. Place their confidence in Mithridates, 87. 

Greeks not looked upon as religious obfervers of an oath, 99, 
100. No nation fo great encmies of heretics, 211. Emperors 
hated by their fubjedis on account of rsligion, ibid. Con- 
tinvally embroiled religion by controverfies, 212, 213. 

Greens and Blues, factions which divided the empire, 203. 


Juftinian declares againit the Greens, 204. 
? 


HANNIBAL, to what he owed his victories over the Ro- 
mans, 52. Innumerable obftacles furmounted by him, 54. 
Viadicated from the blame commonly thrown on him for 
not laying fiege to Rome immediately after the battle of 
Cannae, and faiering bis men to enervate themfelves at 
Capua, 56. The change of his fortune cwing to his eon- 
qucfts, ibid. Reduced by Scipio to at on the defenfive ; is 
defcated by the Roman general, 5S. 
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Heliogabalus, wants to fubftitute his own gods in the place of 
thofe of Rome, 157, 158. Is flain by the foldiers, 163. 
Heraclius, puts Phocas to death, and takes poffefion of the 

empire, 21.4. 
'Hernici, a warlike people, 33. 

Hiftory,Roman,why more barren in facts fince the einperors,133 

Holland and Fricfland, were formerly neither inhabited nor 
habitable, 216, 

Homer, vindicated from the cenfures of thofe who blame him 
for commending his heroes for their ftrength, dexterity and 
agility, 145. 

Honorius, obliged to leave Rome, and flee to Ravenna, 194. 

Honours, divine, fome emperors arrogate them to themfelves 
by formal edids, 170. 

Horfes bred in many places where fermerly there were none, 216. 

Huns pafs the Cimmerian Bofphorus, 177. Serve the Romans 
in quality of auxiliaries, 199. 

Eulbandry and war the only profeffions of the Roman titi- 
zens, 102. 


ICONOCLASTS oppofe the ufe of images, 194. Accufed of 
magic by the monks, 219. | 

John and Alexius Comnenus drive back the Turks to the Eu- 
phrates, 233. 

Ignorance, grof ignorance into which the Greek clergy plunged 
the laity, 222. 

Mlyrium, kings of, greatly deprefied by the Romans, 6o. 

Images, the worthip of, carried to a ridiculous excefs under the 
Greek emperors, 217,218. Effe&ts of this fuperftitious wor- 
fhip, 218. The Iconoclafts exclaim againft the worthip of 
them, ibid. Some emperors abolith it, the emprefs Theo- 
dora reftores it, 220, 221. 

Imperial ornaments, inore refpedted by the Grecks, than the 
perfon of the emperor, 211. 

Infantry in the Roman armies was, in relation to the cavalry, 
as 10 to 1, but afterwards quite the reverfe, 183. 

Invafions of the Northern Barbarians on the empire, 165,192. 
Caufes of thefe invafions, 166, etc. Why no longer any fuch 
invafions, ibid. 

Jofeph and Arfenus contend for the fee of Conftantincple; the 
heat and obftinacy of their followers, 225, 
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Italy, charagter of its inhabitants in the infancy of Reme, 32. 
Unpeopled by removing the feat of the empire to the eaft, 
172. Gold and filver become very fcarce in it, 173 Yet the 
emperors Rill exact the fame tributes, 174. The Itatian army 
appropriate to themfeives the third part of that ceuntyy, 196. 

Jugurtha, the Romans fummon him to furrender at diteretion, 77. 

Julian Didius, proclaimed emperor by the foldicrs, who after- 
wards defert him, 155. 

Juliati, the emperor, a plain and modeft man, 170,171. The 
fervice which this prince cid the empire tnder Conftantius, 
175. His army purfued by the Arabians, why, 179. 

Juftice, the power of adminiftering it, conferred by Claudins on 
his officers, 146. 

Juftinian, undertakes to reconcuer Africa and Italy from the 
Barbarians, 198. Employs the Huns to good purpofe, 199. 
Js-unable to fit out more than fifty (hips againft the Vandals, 
200 His reign delineated, 202. His conquefts only ferve to 
weaken the empire, 222,203. Marries a proftitute ; the power 
fhe affumes over him, 203. The reprefentation Proccpius 
gives of it, 205. The imprudent defign be formed of ex- 
tirpating all the heterodox, ibid. Diference in opinion be- 
tween him and the emprefs, 266,207. Builds a prodigious 
nuaiber of forts, 207. 


Kines of Rome, expelled, 29. What rendered all kings fub- 
jet to Rome, 83. 


LACEDÆMON, flate of the affairs of that republic after the 
total defeat of the Carthaginians by the Romans, 6o. 
Lands of the conquered, conficated by the Romans for the be- 
nefit of the people, 30. This cuftom ceafes, 35. Equal di- 
{tribution of lands in the cld republic, 42. By what means 
they reverted, in procefs of time, into the hands of a few, 
ibid. A diftribution of the lands reftores the repull'c of Spar- 
ta: when fallen from its ancient power, 44. The fame me- 
thod raifes Rome from its low ftate, ibid. 

Latin crafaders. See Crufaders. 

Latin towns, colonies .of Alba; by whom fonnded, 33. 

Latins, a warlike people, ibid. 

Laws have never greater force than when they fecond the rnling 
pafiion of the nation for whom they are made; 43. OF Reme 
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could not prevent its ruin, why, 98. Better calculated ta 
promote the grandeur than the eflablithment and perpetuity 
of the republic, ibid. Variations in them during the reign 
cf Juftinian, 205. From whence thife variations could’ pro- 
ceetl, ibid, 

Leagues, why feldom formed againft the Romans, +o. ° 

Legion, Roman; how it was armed, 35, 36. Compared with 
the Macedonian Phalanx, 63. Forty feven legions ftationed. 
by Sylla in different parts of Italy, 104. The legions of Afa 
always beat by thofe of Europe, 157. Levied in the provin- 
ces; confequences thereof, ibid. Withdrawn by Conftantine: 
from the banks of the great rivers into the heart of the 
provinces; fatal comfequences of this change, 174. 

Leo, his enterprize againft the Vandals mifcarries, 250. Lco, 
fuccefior of Bafil, lofes, by his own fault, Teuromenia and 
the Ifland of Lemnos, 222. 

Lepidus appears in arms in the Forum at Rome, 117. A. 
member of the fecond triumvirate, 122. Excluded the tri- 
umvirate, by ORavius, 124. 

Limits fet by Nature to fome flates, 65. 

Livius, M. the cenfor, degrades thirty-four tribes all at once, 9r. 

Lucretia ravilhed by Sextus Tarquin; confequences thereof, 27. 
That outrage however, not fo much the primary caufe, as 
the accidental occafion of the expulfiop of the kings, ibid. 
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Lucullus drives Mithridates out of AGa, 84. 


MACEDONIA, and Macedonians; fituation of the country ;. 
character of the nation, and its hirgs, G1. 

Macedonians, fe@ of, what was their doctrine, 210. 

Magiftracies, Roman: in what manner, to whom, by whom, and 
tor what time they were conferred in the republic, ros. In 
what manner obtained under the emperors, 136. 

Majefly, application made by Tiberius of ihe law which declared 
it treafon to commit any outrage againit the majefty of the 
Roman people, 134. The crime of Leje Majeffe was, under 
that emperor, imputed to thofe whom they could accufe of 
nothing cife, ibid. Whether, however, the accretions found- 
ed on this char e were as frivolous as they appear tous, 138. 

Manlius, orders his fon to be put to death for defeating the 
enemy without orders, 38. 

Manners of the Romans corrupted by Epieurifm, 99. . 
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Marches of the Roman army fidden and {peedy, 39. 
Manuel Ccmnenus, the emperor, negleéts the marine, 236. . 
Marcus Aurelius, his elogium, 154. i 

Marcus, his reprefentaticns to the Romans on their making 
Pompey their only refource, 106. 

Marius turns the courfe of the rivers in his expedition againft 
the Cimbri and Tentones, 39. Rival of Sylla, r02. 

Martius, Campus, 37. 

Mafiniffa holds his kingdom of the Romans, 72. Proteéted 
by the Romans, to keep the Carthaginians in awe, 53. 
And to reduce Philip and Antiochus, 75. 

Mauricius, the emperor, and bis children, put to death by 
Phocas, 210. 

Metelius reftores military difcipline, 38. 

Michael Palaeclogus, plan of his government, 223- 

Militia, Roman, 93. A burden to the ftate, 180, 181. 

Military art, carried to perfection by the Romans, 34. Theis 
continual application to it, 40, 41. Whether military go- 
vernment be preferable to civil, 254. 

Military virtue retained by the Romans after they had loft ail 
other, 102. 

Mithridates, the only king who made a brave defence againft 
the Romans, 82. Situation of his dominions, his forces, arm 
condud, ibid. Forms fome legions, ibid. The diflenfions of 
the Romans give him advantages againft them, 83. His wars 
againft the Romans interefting by the great number of re» 
volutions with which they prefent us, ibid. Several times 
defeated, 84. Betrayed by his fon Macchares, ibid. And 
by Pharnaces his other fon, 85. Dies like a king, ibid... 

Mohammed, bis religion and empire make a rapid progrefs,214. 

Mohammed, fon of Sambrael calls in 3000 Turks to Perfia, 
232. Loles Perfia, ibid. 

Mohammed II. extinguifhes the empire of the Eaft, 138.. 

Monarchy Roman, fucceeded by Ariftocracy,.85. 

Monarchic ftate, fubje& to fewer inconveniencies from the in- 
fringement of the fundamcntel laws, than a republic in the 
like cafe, 46,47. Divifions in it more eafily appeafed, 47. 

, kefs excites the ambitious jealoufy of private perfons, 86. 

Monks of Greece accufe the Iconoclafts of magic, 219. Why 

they fo warmly maintained the worfhip of images, 220. Abule” 
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the people, and opprefs the fecular clergy, 221. Intermeddle 
in every affair of ftate, 222. Confequence of this abufe, ibid. 
are fpoiled at court, and the court fpoiled by them, 223. 
Monothelites, heretics, their do@rine, 212. i 
Multitude makes the ftrength of onr armies: the ftrength of the 
foldiers that of the Roman armies, 38. 
Murders and conffcations, why lefs common among us than 
under the Roman emperors, 142. 


Narses, the eunuch, favourite of Juftinian, 202, 

Nations, the refources of fome nations of Europe, who are in 
themfelves weak, 231. 

Nero diftributes money to the troops even iu time of peace, 1.49. 

Nerva, the emperor, adopts Trajan, 150. 

Neftorianifm, the doétrine of that fe, 210, 211. 

Nobles of Rome oppofe the Plebcizns encroaching on them as 
they had done on the Patricians, 89. In what manner the 
diftinction of Noble and Vaffal was introduced in Gaul, 186. 

North, invafions of the people of the North, on the empire. See 
Invafions. 

Normans, ancient, compared with the Barbarians who laid wafte 
the Roman empire, 192. 

Numidian Cavalry, formerly the moft fameus, 51. Corps of, 
enter into the Roman fervice, 52. 


OATH, the Romans religious obfervers of an oath, 30, rco. 
The Greeks quite otherwife, 99, 100. The Romans become 
lefs ferupulous on this head, roo. 

Octavius flatters Cicero, and confults him, r21. The fenate 
endeavour to pull him down, 122. He and Antony purfue 
Brutus and Cafhus, ibid. Defeats Sextus Pompeius, 124. 
Excludes Lepidus from the triumvirate, ibid. Though not 
a brave man, gains the affections of the foidiers, rz5. Sur- 
named Auguftus. See Auguftus. 

‘Gdenatus, prince of Palmyra, drives the Perfians out of Afia, 167. 

Odoacer, gives the jaft blow to the empire of the Weft, 196 

Oppreffion, total, of Rome, 112. 

Ops, temple of, Caefar had depofited immenfe fums in it, 118. 

Orofus, anfwers Symmachus’s letters, 188. 

Ofroenians, excellent archers, 215. 

Otho, the emperor, holds the empire but a fhort time, 149, 
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PARTHIANS, repulfe the Romans, why, 65. War again(t 
them projt&ed by Caefar, 118. Carried on by Trajan, r51. 
Difficulties attending this war, ibid. Inftru& Roman refugees 
under Severus in military difcipline, and afterwards make 
ufe of them againft Rome, 156. 

Partition of the Roman empire, 171. Occafions its ruin, why, 
174. 

Patriarchs of Conftantinople, their exorbitant power, 223. Oft- 
en driven from their fee by the emperors, 224. 

Patricians, their prerogatives, 85. To what reduced by time, 89s 

Pay, at what time the Romans firft granted it to their troops, 
34. What it was under the different governments of Rome, 
159,160. 

Peace, not to be bought with money, why, 179. Inconvenien- 
cies of a€ting contrary to this maxim, ibid. 

Penalties againft foldiers that proved cowards, renewed by the 
emperors Julian and Valentinian, 185. 

Pergamus, origine of that kingdom, 64. 

Perfians conquer Syria from the Romans, 166. Take Valerian 
prifoner, 167. Odenatus prince of Palmyra drives them ont 
of Afia, ibid. Advantageous fi:uation of their country, 208, 
Had no wars but with the Romans, 209. As good negoti- 
ators as foldiers, ibid. 

Pertinax, the emperor, fucceeds Commodus, 155. 

People of Rome want to have a fhare of the authority of go- 
-verninent, 86. Retire to Mons facer, 87. Obtain tribunes, 
ibid. Become too numerous, colonies are draughted out, 132. 
Under Auguftus lofe the power of making laws, 136. Under 
Tiberius that of chufing magiftrates, ibid. Charaéter of the 
Plebeians under the emperors, 147. Baftardifement of the 
Roman people under the emperors, 149. 

Phalanx, Macedonian, compared with the Roman legion, 63, 

Pharfalia, battle of, rrr. 

Philip of Macedon fends very inconfiderable fuccours to the 
Carthaginians, 53, 59. His behaviour to his allies, 62. The 
fuccefs of the Romans again{ft him led them to general 
conqueft, 63. 

Philip, a fucceflor of the former, joins the Romans againtt 
T 66. 


Philippicus, a piece of bigotry of that general, 217. 
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Phocas, the emperor, is fubftituted in the place of Mauricius, 
210. Put to death by Heraclius from Afriea, 214. 

Plautian, favourite of the emperor Sevirus, r56. 

Plebeians admitted to the magiftracies, 87 Their forced refpe& 
for the Fatricians, 87, 88. Diftinétion between thefe two 
orders abolifhed by time, 89. 

Pompey, commended by Salluft for his ftrength and ativity, 
145. His prodigious conquefts, 85. By what methods Ire 
gained the affections of the people, 105. His furprizing fuc-- 
cefs therein, 105, 106. Twice abftsins from deftroying the 
liberty of Rome when it isin his power, 106. Parallel of 
Pompey with Caecfar, 107. Corrupts the people with money, 
ibid. Afpires to the di@tatorfhip, ibid. Joins Caefar and 
Craffus, ibid. The caufe of his ruin, 103. His foible ro 
want to be applauded in every thing, zro. Defeated at 
Pharfalia, retires to Africa, rir. 

Pompeius, Sextus, makes head againft O@avius, 124. 

Porphyrogenitus, meaning of that name, 2ro. 

Poft, a Roman foldier was punithed with death for abandoning 
his poft, 185. 

Pols, their ufcfulnefs, 213. 

Power, Roman, tradition concerning it, 153. Ecclefiattical and 
Secular, diftin@tion between them, 228. This diftin@ion 
known to the old Romans, ibid. 

Predictions, authors of, very common towards the end of the 
Grecian empire, 212. 

Prefedts of the Pretorium compared to the Grand Vifiers, 169. 

Printing, has diffufed light every where, 213. i i 

Procopius, the credit which his fecret hiftory of Jofinian’ Sreign: 
deferves; 205. - e 

Profcriptions, Roman, enrich the dominions of Mithridates with 
many Roman refugees, 82. Invented by Sylla, 104. Prati® 
ed by the emperors, 156. Effe& of thore of Severus, ibid. 

Piolomies, the treafures of the, carried to Rome, what effets 
they produced there, 172. 

Punic war, the frh, 47, etc. The Recond; 54. Is terminated by 
a peace concluded on conditions very hard for the Zartha- 
ginians, 58. i 

Pyrrhus, the Romans take leons from him in the art of war; 
charatter of that prince, 45, 46. 


PANI D D F. 257 


RAPINE, the only method which the old Romans had to 
enrich themfelves, 29. 

Regillus, lake of, victory obtained by the Romans over the 
Latins near that lake; the fruits which they gathered from 
it, 34, 35, 80,81. 

Regulus, defcated by the Carthaginians in the firt Punic 
war S2. 

Religion, Chriftian, what facilitated its eftablihment in the 
Roman empire, 158. 

Relics, worthip of, carried to a ridiculous excefsin the Grecian 
empire, 218. Effects of this fuperftitious worfhip, ibid. 

Republic, what ought to be its plan of government, 94.. Isnot 
really free, if no divifions happen in it, 97. Never lodges 
too much power with one citizen, 106 —Roman, quite over- 
turned, 112. Confternation of the firft men in the republic, 
115. Not free, even after the death of the tyrant, 117s 

Republics of Italy, defects of their government, 93. 

Reads, public, well kept up by the Romans, 39. 

Romans, their union with the Sabins, 26. Adopt the foreign cn- 
{toms whieh appear preferable to thcir own, ibid. Improve 
in the art of war, 34. New enemies combine againft them, 
35. Religious obfervers of an path, 30, roo. Their fkillin the 
art of war, how acquired, 30. The old Romans looked on 
the {cience: of war as the only feience, 35. Roman foldiers, 

- men of predigions ftrength, 36. How they were trained, 37. 
Why let blood for having committed certain faults, 38. Not 
fo fickly as ours, but healthy and vigorous, 39. Defende d 
themfelves by their arms againft the arms of every other 
people, 40. Their continual application to the feience of 
war, 41; Comparifon of the old Romans with modern na- 
tions, 41, etc. Parallel of the geld Romans with the Gauls, 
as. Did not employ foreign troops, 48. Their behaviour 
to their enemies and allies, 70. Were never fincere in any 
treaty of peace, 71. Eftablithed it as a law, that no Affatic 
king fhould enter Europe, 74. Their political maxims in- 
variably obferved at all times, ibid. ‘One of the principal 
was, to fow diffenfion between powers in alliance, 75. Au- 
thority which they exercifed even over kings, ibid. Never 
carried on a diftant war without being affifted by an ally, 
neighbour to the enemy, 76. Interpreted treaties with fub~ 
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tilty, to turn them to their own advantage, ibid. Did not 
think themfelves bound by treaties which neceflity had forced 
their generals to fign, 77. Inferted impracticable conditions 
in their treaties with the vanquifhed, that they might have 
a pretence to begin the war again, ibid. Set themfelves up 
as Judges, even over kings, 78. Stript the vanquithed of 
their all, ibid. The methods they made ufe of to bring alk 
the gold and filver of the univerfe to Rome, 79. The awe 
they imprefied on the whole earth, ibid. Did not immedi 
ately appropriate to themfelves the countries which they re- 
duced, 80. Become lefS faithful to their oaths, rco. Love 
of their country a fort of religious fentiment with them, 
ibid. Preferve their valour even in the midft of luxury and 
voluptuoufnefs, ror. Look upon arts and commerce as oc- 
cupations of flaves, roz. Moft of thêm of &rvile extraction, 
132. Lament the death of Germanicus, 139. Made fierce 
by their education and cuftoms, 142. AH their power end- 
ed in their becoming the flaves of a barbarous mafter, 146, 
Impoverifhed by the Barbarians who firrounded them, 180, 
Become the mafters of the world by their political maxims, 
fink into ruin by departing from them, 182. Grow weary 
of their arms, and change them, 183. Roman foldiers mix- 
ed with the Barbarians contragt the {pirit of independence of 
the latter, 185. Overwhelmed with tributes, 186. 

Rome, in her infancy compared with the towns of Crim Tar- 
tary, 25. Ill built at firft, without order and without fym- 
metry, ibid. In the beginning makes but flow advances to 
greatnefs, 32. Taken by the Gauls, lofes nothing of its 
ftrength, 35. The city of Rome alone furnithes ten legions 
againft the Latins, 44. State of, at the time of the frf Pu- 
nic war, 47. Parallel of this republic with that of Carthage, 
4a7,etc. State of her forces at the time of the fecond Pu- 
nic war, 49. Her furprizing firmnefs, notwithftandiog the 
checks fhe fuffered in this war, 54. Was like the head, which 
gave law to all the ftates or nations of the univerfe, 81. Per- 
mitted the conquered nations to.govern themfelves by their 
own laws, ibid. Acquires no new ftrength by Pompey’s con- 
quefts, 85. Its inteftine divifions, 85, etc. Excellency of its 
government, in that it furnifhed the means of correcting its 
abufes, 92. Degenerates into anarchy, for what reafon, 96. 
Its greatnefs the caufe of its ruin, ibid. Would have become 
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great under any form of government, 98. The methods 
taken to people it with inhabitants, 132. Abandoned by 
its foveretgns, becomes independent, 196. Caufes of its de- 
ftzudtion, ibid. 
Romulus and his ficceffors always at war with their neigh- 
bours, 26. He adopts the ufe of the Sabin fhicld, ibid. 
Rubicon, a river of Cifalpine Gaul, 109. 


SABINES, their union with the Romans, 26. A warlike.peo- 
ple, 33. 

Salvian refutes the letter of Symmachus, 188. 

Samnites, the moft warlike people of all Italy, 35. Allies of 
Pyrrhus, 46. Auxiliaries of the Romans againft the Cartha- 
ginians and Gauls, 49. Accuftomed to the Roman yoke, so. 

Schifm between the Latin and Greek church, 2332. 

School, military, of the Romans, 37. 

Scipio Aimilianus, how he treats his men after the defeat near 
Numantia, 38. 

Scipio deprives the Carthaginians of their Numidian horfe, 52: 

Scythia, ftate of that country at the time its inhabitants invad- 
ed the Roman empire, 193. 

Seleucus founder of the Syrian empire, 64. 

Senate, Roman, had the direction of affairs, 47. Its conftant 
maxim, not to treat with an enemy, till they had quitted 
the Roman territory, 55. Its firmnefs after the defeat at 
Cannae, and fingular behaviour towards Terentius Varro, 
ibid. Its profound policy, 69. Its behaviour with the peo- 
ple, 88. Its abjection, 114. After the death of Caefar con- 
firms all the acts he had made, 117. Grants indemnity to his 
murderers, ibid. Its mean fervitude under Tiberius; canfes 
thereof, 135. The ufe Tiberius made of the fenate, 148. 
Unable to recover its influence, 349. 

Severus, the emperor, defeats Niger and Albinus, his competi- 
tors for the empire, 155. Governed by Plautian his favour- 
ite, 156. Unable to take the city of Atrain Arabia, why, 
157. Amaffes immenfe wealth, by what means, 158. Suffers 
military difcipline to grow remifs, 162. 

Shipping of the Carthaginians excels that of the Romans, both 
very indifferent, 52. Improved by the invention of the fca- 
compafs, 53. 

Slingers, Balearian, formerly in higheft repute, az. 
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Soldiers, why fatigue kills ours, 36. The number a nation cas 
furnifh at prefent; what it could furnifh formerly, 41, 42. 
Stoicifm, fuicide among the Romans favoured by it, 122, 123: 

At what time it prevailed moft among them, 153. 

Suffrages, at Rome, commonly given by tribes, go, 91+) 

Suicide, why a heroic ation among the Romans, 123. 

Survey of the inhabitants of Rome compared with the furvey 
made by Demetrius of thofe of Athens, 43. Inference drawn 
from thence of the forces of both cities at the time of thofe 
furveys, ibid. 

Sylla employs his foldicrs in laborious work, 38. Conquers Mi- 
thridates, 84. Gives an irreparable blow to Roman liberty, 
103. The firft that entered Rome in arms, ibid. Was the 
inventor of profcriptions, 104. Voluntarily abdicates the di- 
‘Gtatorfhip, ibid. Parallel of Sylla and Auguftus, 129, 130. 

Sylvius Latinus, founder of the towns of Latium, 33. 

Symmachus, his letter to the emperors concerning the altar of 
Vidtory, 188. ; 

Syria, power and extent of that empire, 64. The kings of Sy- 
ria afpire to the conqucft of Egypt, ibid. Manners and dif- 
pofition of the people, 65. Luxury and effeminacy of the 
court, ibid. 

Sword, the Romans quit their own for the Spanifh, 40. 


TARENTINS, idle and voluptuous, 33. 

Tarquin, his fon ravifhes Lucretia; confequences thereof, 27. 
A more valuable prince, than is generally imagined, 28. 

Tartars, a nation cf the, Rop the progrefs of the Romans, 215. 

Taxes, Rome eafed of them, 16r. Re-eftablifhed, ibid. Never 
more neceflary than when a ftate is weakened, 186. Carried 
by the emperors to an intolerable excefs, ibid. 

Theodora, the emprefs, reftores the worthip of images, abro- 
gated by the Iconnclafli, 221. 

Theodofius the younger, emperor, with what infolence alila 
{peaks of him, 189. 

Theffalians, fubjected by the Macedonians, 6o. 

Thrafimenus, the battle of, the Romans lofe it, 54. 

Tiberius, the emperor, extends the fovereigyn power, 134. Suf- 
picious and diftruftful, ibid. In his reign the fenate finks in- 
to a ftate of abjection that cannot be expreffled, 135. De- 
prives the people of the power of electing magiftrates, and 
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affumes it himfelf, 136. Whether the abject {late of the fe- 
nate can be imputed to him, 137. 

Ticinus, battle of, fatal to the Romans, 54. 

Titus, the emperor, the darling of the Roman people, 150. 

Titus Livius, cenfured for what he makes Hannibal fay, 57. 

Trajan the emperor, the moft accomptihed prince in hiftory, 
150. Portrait of that prince; he makes war on the Parthi- 
ans, I50,I5I. : 

Treaty, difhonourable, can never be excufed, 67. 

Trebia, battle of, the Romans lofe it, 54. 

Treafures amaffed by princes, fatal to their fucceflors, why, 
159. Of the Ptolomies carried to Rome; the confequences 
thereof, 172. 

Tribes, divifion of the people by tribes, 90. Nofe. 

Tribunes, their creation, 87. Emperors invefted with the power 
of the tribunes, 138. 

Trinity, by allufion to the Trinity, the Greeks took it into 
their heads that they onght to have three emperors, 216. 
Triuntphs, their origin ; in what manner they cgntributed to the 
Roman grandeur, 26. For what they were granted, 30. Ufe 
of triumphs abolifhed under Auguftus, for what reafon, 130. 

Triumvirate, firft, 107. Second, 122. z 

Tullius, Servius, compared to Henry VII. of England, 28. Ce- 
ments the union between the Towns of Latium and Rome, 
33. Divides the Roman people into centuries, 89. Note. 

Turks, their empire at prefent almoft as weak as the Grecian 
was, 231. In what manner they conquered Perfia, 232. 
Driven back to the Euphrates by the Greek emperors, 233. 
In what manner they made war on the Greeks, and their mo- 
tives for it, 236,237. Extinguifh the empire of the Eaft, 238. 

Tyrants, murder of, pafled fora virtuous a& in the republics 
of Greece and Italy, 116. Their fate at Rome, 163. 

Tyranny, the moft cruel is that which is exercifed under colour 
of law, 135. 


VALENS, the emperor, opens the Danube, confequences of 
that event, 176. Receives the Goths into the empire, 177. 
The viétim of his imprudent eafinefS. 178. 

Valentinian fortifies the banks of the Rhine, 176. The Ger- 
mans make war on him, 180. 

Valerian, the emperor, taken by the Perfians, 167. 

Varro, Terentius, his fhameful flight, 55. 
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Veii befieged, 34. 

Velites, what fort of troops they were, 40. 

Vefpafian, the emperor, labours to re-eftablith the empire, 149, 
reo. 

Veffels or fhips, Rhodian, formerly the beft failors, 41. In 
former times only coafted along, sz. Since the invention 
of thé compal, ftand out to fea, 53. s 

Vitellius holds the empire but a little time, 149. 

Union of a body politic, wherein it confifts, 97. 

Unhappy, the moft unhappy are fill fufceptible of fear, 140. 


Wars, perpetual under the Roman kings, 26. Agreeat'e to the 
people, on account of the gain they made by them, 29. With 
what vigour they were carried on by the confuls, 30. Almof 
uninterrupted under the confuls. 31. Effects cane continui- 
ty, ibid. Seldom decifive in the infancy of Rome, why, 326 
Firft Punic, 23. Second, 54. Ended by a peace concluded on 
conditions very hard for the Carthaginians, 58. War and Hu- 

fbandry, the only two profeffions of the Roman citizens, 102. 
Of Marius and Sylla, ibid. What was their principal mo- 
tive, ibid. 

Weft, empire of the, why the firft overturned, 193. Not affiit- 
"ed by that of the Eaft, 194. Overrun by the Vifigoths, ibid. 
` A ftroke of good policy in thofe who had the government of 

it lọṣ. its fall, 196., 

Wives, why a plurality of wives hath always been in ufe in 

the Eaft, 203. : 


ZAMA, battle of, gained by the Romans over tlie Carthaginians, 


Se 4 a 
Zeno, the emperor, perfuades Theodoric to attack Italy, 194. 
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